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Victoria, 9040. 


TELEPHONES | London Wall, 4713 and 4717. 
(Private Braneh Exchange.) 





DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
MENT AND INTBLLIGENOk) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations cen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 


Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘‘Board 








of Trade Journal’? dated 8th May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, 
S.W.1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Bcard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas ‘Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghall Street, 
Londen, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 4, 
Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 1. 
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OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shovld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
pone sae Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

ondon, E.C. 2. 





FORM K. 


Hi.M. Consular Offcers have received instractions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 








and financial status of the firms ecencerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,”’ 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


MERCHANT SHIPPING. 


CONVENTION ACT, 1914, POSTPONED TO 
Ist JANUARY, 1920. 

The text of a Proclamation is given in our Government 
Notices Section under which the coming into operation 
of the Merchant Shipping (Convention) Act, 1914, is 
postponed until Ist day of January, 1920. 














THE CONTROL OF SHIPS’ STORES. 

The Board of Trade, in conjunction with the other 
Departments concerned (Admiralty, Ministry ot Food. 
and Customs), have withdrawn atter the 28th June the 
control exercised hitherto over the shipment of provi- 
sions and other ships’ stores on British, Allied and 
neutral ships at ports in the United Kingdom. This 
control was a part of the ‘‘blockade’’ as well as a 
measure to conserve supplies here during the war. 

The ship store dealers at the ports will therefore be 
under no restriction, other than their dithculty in getting 
unlimited supplies, in the quantities of foodstuffs and 
other ships’ stores they sell to ships in Pritish ports. 

This completes the withdrawal of control which was 
begun on Ist April last. The temporary staff for con- 
trol of stores, which was largely reduced in April, is 
now being entirely demobilised. 

VESSELS CARRYING FUEL OIL AND SPIRIT. 

The following Notice to Ship Owners, Ship Masters 
and Engineers has been issued by the Marine Depart- 
ment ot the Board of Trade :— 

Cases have been reported recently in which men employed 
in cleaning or carrying out repairs in oil tanks or in working 
cargo in holds situated over double-bottom tanks in which 
fuel oil is carried, have been asphyxiated or poisoned by the 
fumes or gases given off from the oil or cargo. 

The brief details of each case are as follows: — 

Case 1.—A steam ship loaded a cargo, at New Orleans, 
composed of 2,3603 tons of maize, in bulk; 30} tons of grits ; 
787 tons ot maize meal; 2,706 tons of flour, in bags; 684 tons 
of cotton wood lumber; and 776! tons of fuel oil; the latter 
in the double-bottom ballast tanks. During the whole of the 
voyage to the United Kingdom the ventilator openings and 
hatchways were closed. On opening the hatch to No. 1 hold, 
in which flour was carried, four men who entered to discharge 
cargo were overcome by the fumes or gases, and died as a 
result thereof. The chief officer also suffered seriously 
through inhaling the gases while at work on deck. A Formal 
Investigation was held into the circumstances attending the 
deaths of these men, and expert evidence was given to the 
effect that carben dioxide was given off from the cargo and 
carbon monoxide, a poisonous gas, from oil which had leaked 
into the bilges from the double bottom. 

Case 2.—An oil tank steamer had carried home a cargo of 
aviation spirit, a very light petroleum spirit. After this 
was discharged it was found necessary to effect some repairs 
in one of the holds which had contained spirit. The holdwas 
steamed for a period of 13 hours and then ventilated by 
means of a wind sail. It was afterwards flooded with water 
to a depth of 6 feet and pumped out again, leaving about 
2 inches of water at the lowest part. It was then entered 
by the chief officer, who observed a small quantity of spirit 
floating on the water. It was again flooded with water to 
a depth of 2 feet and then pumped out. The wind sail was 
ihen removed and the tank covers replaced. On the follow- 
ing day a foreman and six men arrived to clean out the 
tank preparatory to repairs being effected, the covers of the 
hold in question still being in place. They were removed 
and the foreman entered the tank to see if it was fit for the 
cleaners to commence work. He remained there about ten 
minutes angl, being apparently satisfied, ordered five of the 
men below. The men commenced baling out the water, and 
three of them were almost immediately overcome and 
rendered unconscious by oil gas, and one of them died. In 
disturbing the water gas was apparently liberated in con- 
siderable quantities. 

Case 3.—Another oil tank steamer had carried home a 
cargo of spirit and it was found necessary to work at some 
valves in an oil pipe line situated under the lower platform 
of the pump room. One of the men employed, a Chinaman, 
was overpowered by the gas and died. In this case the 
pump room was provided with permanent cow! ventilators. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 
When tuel oil or spirit is carried, whether in double 


bottoms or elsewhere, care should be exercised that the- 


tanks containing the oil or spirit are thoroughly oil-tight. 

The utmost care should be taken to ventilate thoroughly 
all spaces in which oil or spirit has been carried, as well as 
any adjacent spaces in which vapour may have accumulated, 
before men are allowed to enter such spaces. Thorough 
ventilation is necessary in all cases. : 

Had this been done in Case 1, the mishap would not have 
occurred, as the vessel afterwards proceeded to another port 
and the cargo was discharged without any further mishap; 
the noxious gases having been removed by ventilation. 

In Case 2, it is important to notice that the gas was not 
present in such quantities as to be dangerous until the water 
in ithe tank was disturbed by baling, when gas was freely 
given off and asphyxiated the men who were at work. — In 
similar circumstances, men should be provided with man 
ropes, and there should be others stationed at the hatchway 
to render immediate help, until it is clearly seen that no 
danger exists. If repairs are to be carried out necessitating 
the use of red-hot rivets, not only should the compartment 
be steamed, ventilated and cleared of all water, but tests o! 
the atmosphere in the tank should be made by a competent 
person, and it should be certified free of gas before repai: 
work is commenced. 


In Case 3 the space under the platform should have been: 


ventilated by a wind sail, and the gas masks available on 
board should have been used by the men who were sent below 
to carry out the work; others being in attendance near to 
keep them under observation and render help if it should 
be necessary. 

The executive officers on board ship, directing the work, 
are responsible for the safety of those working in dangerous 
places in a ship, and should see that all precautions are taken 
as regards ventilation, the use of man ropes and gas masks. 
and the stationing of men near at hand to render immediat: 
help if necessary. 





DANGER FROM FUMIGATING GASES. 
The following notice to shipowners and shipmaeters 
has been issued by the Marine Department of the Board 
of Trade: 





The attention of the Board of Trade has been called to- 


several cases which have recently occurred in which members 
of the crews of vessels have lost their lives through inhaling 
the tuimes of poisonous gases used in fumigating the holds oi 
ships. 

The Board understand that in United States ports the gas 
most frequently used for this purpose is hydrocyanic acid 
gas. It is the practice of the United States Authorities to 
take special precautions to aerate the holds of vessels bv 
means of ventilating fans in order to prevent accidents, and 
they have also, it is understood, issued stringent rules re- 
quiring that after fumigation the Public Health Officer on 
duty must himself inspect the holds before any of the crew 
are allowed to enter them. 

Masters and owners of ships are warned of the serious 
danger to life which may arise through allowing persons to 
enter holds or other places, in which this or any other 
poisonous gas may have been used for fumigation, before the 
fumes have been completely dispersed. In United States 
ports they should see that the rules mentioned above are 
complied with before any of the crew are allowed to enter 
the holds. As an additional precaution it should he the 
practice to keep the hatches off and to let down wind sails 
for some time in order to circulate the air and thoroughly 
disperse the gases. 





PEACE CELEBRATIONS. 


USE OF TIMBER FOR STANDS, ETC. 

In regard to the erection of grand stands for Peace 
celebrations, etc., the Roard of Trade are desirous of 
reminding all concerned that so far as possible these 
should be constructed out of second-hand material, 
home-grown timber, munition boxes, or other material 
which can be suitably framed together. It is desire: 





that imported timber suitable for building purposes | 


should be drawn upon as little as possible. Where im- 
ported timber has to be used, it should be framed in 
such a manner as not to interfere with its subsequent 
use for building purposes. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 
COAL MINES DEPARTMENT. 


ooo oe 





Sir Arthur Lowes Dickinson, Mr. 8S. W. Runtz and 
Mr. Follett: Holt have, at their own request and with 
the consent of the Controller of Coal Mines, been re- 
lieved of the executive duties which they have hitherto 
been carrying out in the Finance Branch of the Coal 
Mines Department and as members of the Finance 
Board. 

Mr. D. W. Coates, C.B.E., F.C.A., the Financial 
Secretary of the Coal Mines Department will, as from 
the Ist July, be in charge of the Finance Eranch, and 
will act as Chairman of the Finance Poard, the other 
memb«’s being:—Mr. E. W. Ganderton, Assistant 
Financial Secretary, Mr. G. H. D. Pideock, A.C.A., 
Mr. L. H. West, A.C.A., Mr. L. G. F. Harris, A.C.A., 
Mr. R. Larkman, A.C.A., with Mr. F. C. Potter-Irwin 
as Secretary. 

Sir Arthur Lowes Dickinson will continue to assist 
the Controller of Coal Mines in an advisory capacity. 

Mr. Frank Pick, the Head of the Household Fuel 
and Lighting Branch, is also now obliged, by reason of 
the increasing work devolving upon him in his capacity 
as Commercial Manager of the Underground Railways, 
to relinquish his executive functions, but he has con- 
sented, at the Controller’s request, to continue to advise 
upon the Administration of the Branch. 

Mr. N. T. Ford, of the Board of Trade, has been 
appointed to be the executive head of the Household 
Fuel and Lighting Branch as from the Ist July. 





THE OUTPUT OF COAL. 

In continuation of the statement of coal production 
civen in the Jast issue of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal, ”’ 
it is proposed to give in future provisional weekly re- 
turns of the output of coal in the various districts in 
Great Britain, these returns being subject to slight 
umendment periodically when the final returns are 
available. 

The provisional figures of the output of coal during 
the week ended the 21st June are as follows :— 





District. Output of Coal. 
Tons. 
aT 235,982 
ESE LE ET ORR EOE PE 658,287 
i alee eens 744,751 
Laneashire, Cheshire and North Wales 417,397 
Derby, Nottingham and Leicester ...... 582,406 
Stafford, Shropshire, Warwick and 
en NRE T ee 354,981 
South Wales and Monmouth ............ 1,005,000 
Other English Districts ..... il 98 ,982 
he ec aatdnsenannennie 668,055 
Total for Great Britain ......... 4,765,841 








DEPARTMENT OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS. 
PARIS BRANCH. 
The address of the Paris Branch of the Department 
of Import Restrictions is now as_ follows:—Hotel 
Astoria, Champs Elysees, Paris, 8°. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


TRADE WITH CZECHO-SLOVAKTIA. 

Enquiries are being received at the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) from 
firms in Czecho-Slovakia desirous of getting into touch 
with United Kingdom import and expcrt houses. 
British firms interested in the Czecho-Slovak market 
are therefore advised to apply to the Department for 
information on Czecho-Slovak firms which are ready 
to enter into business relations. Particulars of the 
goods in the export of which applicants are interested 
should also be given. 





























Special Articles. 





THE YEMEN. 


ee 


DEVELOPMENT OF PORTS AND INDUSTRIES. 

Between the deserts of Arabia and the Red Sea runs a 
long strip of country which has in the past played a large 
part in history, and during the late war again became 
prominent. Rather more than half of this strip is known 
as the Hedjaz, which ends a little south of Meeca. Then 
comes Azir, and farther south again the Yemen. The 
Yemen ends where it touches the boundary of the hin- 
terland of Aden. On the 14th and 28th March and on 
23rd May last year we published three articles dealing 
with the present condition and future possibilities of 
this interesting district, and we now approach the sub- 
ject again in the light of a Reprrt furnished to the Ad- 
miralty by a naval officer wh spent three and a half 
years of the war on patrol d.ity between Jeddah and 
Perim. The whole coastline of Azir and the Yemen lies 
between these two points. The Report is written from 
the standpoint of a seaman, and inevitably, for the 
districts of the Yemen and Azir, bounded throughout 
their whole length by the sea on one side and the desért 
on the other, cannot be developed except by sea-borne 
trade. The author deals chiefly with the ports and with 
industries, at present latent, which are capable of rapid 
development by means of ports. We give his main con- 
clusions. 





RED SEA PORTS. 

Red Sea harbours between Jeddah and Perim have. 
been little developed, and what had once been done has 
since been lost by deterioration. And yet most of the 
larger harbours are capable of great improvement at 
moderate cost- The coral reefs, a great natural ad- 
vantage, could be carved into quays, small piers built 
in sheltered waters, mooring buoys laid down, and lights 
put up: The best known port is Hodeida, which the 
Turks had planned to connect by railway with their 
military capital of Sana. But, in the author’s view, 
Salif, near the British island of Kamaran, will super- 
sede Hodeida as the principal sea outlet of Southern 
Arabia. The caravan route from Hodeida to Salif is 
over firm, level country, and there would be no difficulty 
in carrying a Sana-Hodeida railway on to Salif. Be- 
tween Perim and Hodeida there is no port at all promis- 
ing, and Hodeida is an open roadstead with many coral 
banks in its approaches. But although Hodeida itself is 
unsuitable as a harbour, Khor Khetib, some ten miles 
to the north-west on the promontory which bounds the 
Hodeids roadstead, is described as of considerable merit 
as a small harbour. The Turks had proposed to spend 
some £200,000 on Khor Khetib, and had begun develop- 
ments, which our naval author spent ‘‘a very happy 
day’’ in thoroughly destroying. 

SALIF. 


. 


Salif, he says, is ‘‘evidently the future main harbour 
and outlet for Yemen and Azir.’’ The island of 
Kamaran, upon which he was based for the greater part 
of three years, lies just off it, and the Kamaran passage 
contains no uncharted dangers at less than five fathoms 
depth. The western shores of Kamaran Island are 
similar, so that both shores are very suitable for the 
construction of piers and jetties. Salif as a harbour is 
assured of a commodity for which the demand is 
universal. The rock salt deposits run right down to 
the sea shore, and are almost inexhaustible. They 
extend for many miles and; writes the author, ‘‘it is 
difficult to realise the vast salt deposits of Salif until 
one has landed and visited the salt quarries,’’ which 
were begun by an English firm before the outbreak of 
war. India is a large and ready market, “‘consequently, 
in Salif, we have a very large sheltered harbour capable 
of rapidly receiving a cargo, and always ready to offer in 
return a rock salt cargo, irrespective of such cargoes as 
the interior of Yemen can supply.’’ During the war 
period salt rust has destroyed nearly all iron and steel 
materials of the works, and the pier at Salif, though 
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still in existence, has gravely deteriorated. If a new 
pier be constructed on a large scale, extending further 
out seaward, it should be capable of taking ships along- 
side for the direct shipment and discharge of cargo. 
The southern passage of the Kamaran Narrows is not 
difficult, but for safe working needs compulsory pilotage. 
‘‘There is not sufficient room in the southern entrance,’ 
says our naval authority, “‘to allow of mistakes being 
made.’’ He discourages the northern passage for 
various reasons: ‘‘So long as Kamaran Main Southern 
entrance is clear there seems little object in throwing 
open a less direct and more difficult passage for the 
navigational experiments of foolhardy mariners.’ 
Kamaran Island has no undeveloped resources which 
are apparent, but if for political reasons it were held 
desirable to make full use of Salif, Kamaran harbour, 
hard by Salif, could be developed in its place to meet 
the full requirements of the Yemen’s export trade. 

In the author's survey of the coastline of Azir and the 
Yemen Salif alone comes up to his standard of a real 
sea port. Mocha, to the south, he rules out as dead, 
and while condemning Hodeida, has much to say in 
approval of Khor Khetib, near by, as a first-class small 
harbour. It is, however, very small. North of Salif 
the water is smooth, being sheltered by banks and islands 
from the prevailing westerly winds. It is unsuitable for 
night work, but much of it could be made available for 
river craft based on Salif. 

UNDEVELOPED TRADES. 

Two undeveloped trades appear to be ready for im- 
mediate exploitation :— 

1. Export of salt from Salif to overseas markets 
and also to Red Sea ports. , ' 

2. Export of salt fish from the Arabian coast 
generally. 

The rock salt deposits of Salif have already been 
referred to. They not only could provide direct cargoes 
of practically unlimited tonnage, but also are at hand to 
salt the fish which abound in Arabian waters. The 
chief ground for the small fry, which require shelter 
and protection from the ravages of their seniors, is the 
well-known Farisan Bank, a centre of the pearl fishing 
industry. IT arisan waters are stated to hold more small 
fry to the square mile, and to be more plentifully 
stocked with large fish, than Lagos or the Mediterranean. 
iish are so plentiful all along the coast that nearly every 
port meets its own requirements, and since the best 
fishing grounds are in waters the most undesirable for 
steam navigation, the Red Sea fish supply has largely 
escaped European notice. Coral waters are not 
generally well adapted for heavy net fishing. The 
Arab uses light nets for fry and the line for large fish. 
But there are many localities where the heavy net would 
have its obvious advantages. If an export trade in fish 
were developed, as the naval author—himself a keen 
sea fisherman—believes that it could be, the Arab would 
need to learn how to cure the fish for steamer stowage. 
At present he cures it lightly for his own needs. The 
best fishing grounds are north of Salif. 


FARISAN PEARL FISHERIES. 


The pearl fisheries of the Farisan Banks, off the 
northern coast of the Yemen, have net been exploited 
to any great extent. The pearls produced are yellow 
and small, yet, in the opinion of the author of the Report, 
there are greater possibilities in the fisheries of the 
Farisan Banks than in those of the much more famous 
Bahrein Islands in the Persian Gulf. He starts from 
the theory that the oyster forms a pearl by covering up 
with layers of calcium carbonate some irritant substance 
in its body. Irritation may be caused by a foreign 
substance, such as a grain of sand, or be of bacterial 
origin. It appears that certain kinds of fishes, such as 
sharks, skate and ray, when in coral waters, contract 
an irritant disease which is communicable to oysters 
through the germ which causes it. An infected oyster 
then forms a pear] to protect itself. The Farisan coral 
formation is favourable ground for those kinds of fish 
which are likely to infect the smaller oysters of the 
shoals and also the larger oysters of the deeper waters 
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with the disease which induces them to secrete pearls. 
The more fish were introduced of the kind desired the 
more oysters would be infected, and the more pearl!s 
would be formed. The whole process sounds mechanical 
and cold-blooded—from the point of view of the oystei 
——but it does contain dazzling possibilities for pear! 
fishers. Even in a rich fishery like Bahrein not more 
than five per cent. of the dredged oysters contain pear! 
at all, and only a very small percentage contain other 
than seed pearls. There is thus, in artificially assisting 
natural processes, a liberal margin to work upon. It is 
pointed out that an almost unbroken coral wall, some 
80 miles long, runs from south to north in the upper 
lF’arisan waters, and rises to within a few feet of the 
surface. Big fish coming in from the westward work 
up to this wall, but do not cross it. To the eastward 


the waters are deeper, and therefore colder in the summer 


time. The value of this great wall in the economics 
of Farisan pearl fishing is thus described :— 

It will be seen therefore that we have a gigantic pear! 
bank, some 80 miles in length, limited on one side by a 
definite wall and open on its westward side. We may stock 
this bank, or such portions as we require, with the fish 
necessary for pearl cultivation. It is only necessary to carry 
our live fish over to the west of the wall and leave them there 
without further care. In winter these fish have the necessary 
deep waters to westward, but they would be unlikely to roam 
very far. ... The scheme is, of course, a large one for 
fish development, though not necessarily so for initial stages. 


The shark, a desirable fish for infecting oysters, does 
not give much trouble to the Arab pear! divers. 
FARISAN AND BanREIN: A CoMPARISON, 


Pearl fishing employs a very large number of men, 
and the Arabs do not allow strangers to fish their banks. 
The development of I’arisan would be of material benefit 
to the Arabs there, who, up to the present, have done 
little more than scratch the oyster shoals. At Bahrein 
large sea-going dhows are employed, and they stay out 
until their fresh water is exhausted. At Farisan the 
dhows are small and seldom stay on a bank for more 
than seven days at atime. The depth of water of the 
Farisan pearl banks is sufficient to allow large dhows 
to be emploved. The following comparison of the two 
fisheries from personal observation is interesting :-— 

The divers of Bahrein work from sunrise to shortly before 
sunset. But they do not open their oysters when the sun 
is low; for they classify their pearls roughly as soon as they 
reap them. The colour and lustre of a pearl cannot be well 
judged in weak or yellow light, therefore the full power of 
the sun is requisite. During these long hours of sunlight we 
compute that a Bahrein diver is actually under water for a 
longer period than he is above water. Whilst diving, when 
in seven fathoms or so, he averages about 50 seconds to one 
minute under water. The periods above and below water 
vary in direct relation to the depth of the bank. The diver 
has brief spells of ten minutes’ or so rest, and the good rest 
about noon. 

In the Farisan the hours are far more leisurely. Amongst 
a crew of a dozen or so men there is not the same well- 
regulated routine, for the crew are divers and dhow workers 
at the same time. Their diving methods would not allow 
of the same length of time under water, therefore their 
harvest per man cannot reach its maximum extent. The 
difference in diving methods is in itself sufficiently marked 
to force home our point. The Bahrein method is for the 
diver to stand upon a stone which is tied to a diving rope. 
The stone is usually about 20 or more pounds in weight. 
The rope is a three-inch to four-inch native coir. The diver 
is dressed in a loin cloth, to which is attached a shallow 
basket. On his big toes and on his forefingers he wears 
leather guards, on his nose he has a pair of horn pincers, 
which close his nostrils. One of the dhow workers tends his 
diving rope, and usually a second light guiding rope. If 
there is a diver resting aboard he is probably tending one 
of the working divers. One diver stands on his stone, takes 
two or three deep breaths, then when his lungs are inflated 
he gives a slight sign or nod to his rope guardian. The diver 
slides quietly down on the sinking stone, the guide rope is 
kept lightly in hand. It is a very fascinating scone aboard 
a diving dhow—the quiet businesslike activity, the divers 
resting a few seconds above water, and then slipping silently 
down. Tend the guiding rope of your own Arab friend. 
Watch him sink, and then wait. The time seems endless. 
He is probably down some 50 seconds or a minute. But you 
will he indeed a callous fool, with little homan sympathy, if 
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after some thirty seconds you do not feel a slight doubt, 
which will grow to a very real anxiety by the fortieth 
second. Later the guide rope ceases its slight tension, the 
diver has ceased his search, there is a slight pull on the 
guide rope, which you will probably fail to detect, then the 
guide rope slackens, and a black head appears above water, 
some yard or two away from the side of the dhow. Pull him 
in gently by the guide rope, he is, maybe, almost exhausted. 
His basket is full of oysters, and in twenty seconds he will 
be down again. But during the breathing space he requires 
the diving rope and the stone on which to stand, It will, 
ol course, occur to the spectator that the fingers and toes 
of the diver are subject to unfair wear and tear continua!ly 
eroping over the oyster shells. That is why he employs 
leather guards to the fingers and toes. He feels for the 
oysters more with the toes than with the fingers. He arrives 
on the oyster bed in a more or less crouching position, still 
holding to the diving rope; he gropes with his toes for the 
oysters. If he is ina really good locality he will not need to 
let go of his diving rope; he can fill his basket and come to 
the top unexhausted in under 30 or 40 seconds. On the well- 
filled oyster beds the guide rope is often dispensed with. 

There are many exaggerations as to the length of time 2 
diver can stay under water. ‘The period varies according to 
the depih. At thirteen fathoms, which is bordering on the 
maximum depth, we witnessed a competition. We used a 
stop watch, and satisfied ourselves as to the genuine working 
conditions. The Arab Sheikh, who was our host, declared 
that they would dive for more than two minutes, but that 
few would remain under water for as long as three minutes. 
The times which we recollect were 50 seconds, 57 seconds, 
and 55 seconds. Then the best diver asked for a second 
attempt. He was under water one minute twenty seconds, 
and brought up a full basket of oysters. So much for the 
Bahrein diver—a cheery grinning nigger, whose life is hard, 
whose pay is small. 

The Farisan diver is a more independent amateur. With 
about a dozen men aboard the dhow is worked to the pearl 
bank. This bank is usually selected in the shoal waters off 
one of the plentiful coral islands, and in only three or four 
fathoms. The diver has no paraphernalia, except the horn 
pincers to his nostrils. He plunges overboard, swims down 
to the bed, snatches his oysters and returns to his boat. A 
very well-filled bed is a necessity to make this primitive 
method a paying one. There are, of course, many other 
points which could be mentioned, such as the difference in 
the meals of the divers, the difference in physique, etc., ete. 
Each small detail tends to classify the Farisan diver as an 
enthustastic amateur in comparison with his fellow labourer, 
the professional of Bahrein. 





WESTERN SAMOA AND THE TONGAN 
ISLANDS. 


REPORTS UPON TRADING CONDITIONS. 

In April and May of last year Mr. R. M. Dalton, 
H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zealand, paid a 
visit to Western Samoa and the Tongan Islands in order 
to make inquiries into their past and present trading 
conditions and the possible prospects of development 
in the future. His stay was short for the purpose for 
which it was designed, but, owing to the help given to 
him, he was able to obtain a great deal of information 
regarding general trade matters, and also to examine 
closely the problems which will face development there 
in the future. His Reports have now been published 
by H.M. Stationery Office (Cmd. 200. Price 4d.), and 
a sununary of them is given below :— 


SAMOA. 

The Samoan Islands with which the report is concerned are 
those which were formerly under German influence. The 
inost important of these are Upolu and Savaii, but the group 
ilso includes one or two smaller islands of minor importance. 
Apia, the only port of entry, is situated on the northern 
coast of Upolu; its distance from Suva in the Fiji Islands is 
about 600 miles, and its distance from Vavau (the northern- 
most port of the Tongan groups) about 360 miles. The 
population, excluding the garrison of the occupying forces 
and imported coolie labour, is estimated at 38,891, of which 
36,818 are Samoans, 405 other natives, and 1,668 Kuropeans. 
The territory formerly known as German Samoa was occupied 
by a New Zealand Military Force under Colonel Robert 
Logan, ©.B., A.D.C., soon after the outbreak of war, and 
has since been administered by Colonel Logan under the laws 
governing Military Occupation. Of the European population 
a considerable majority consists of German planters, but 
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there are a few British planters and traders as well as some 
ot other nationalities. 
THE Samoan NATIVEs. 

The Islands are extremely fertile, their chief production 
being copra. It is considered, however, that the land is 
suitable for the cultivation of other tropical products, and 
a tew, such as cocoa, rubber, cardamoms, sugar, etc., have 
been tried with a greater or less degree of success. The 
amount of uncultivated land in comparison with that under 
cultivation is, however, very great. From a trade point of 
view, the native trade is of much more importance than the 
white trade. The natives themselves are an attractive race, 
courteous, hospitable, and of kindly disposition. They are 
generally very well off and there is no such tliing as poverty 
amongst them. Their needs are easily satisfied without any 
necessity tor great effort on their part. If any special com- 
fort is wanted or any special call on their generosity is made, 
they have at hand 2 ready increase in their income by the 
cutting of copra from the fruit of the coconut palm, which 
is everywhere to be seen. While the Germans undoubtedly 
regarded Samoa as a ‘“‘show”’ colony, to exhibit their power 
to colonise, it is evident that they never really considered 
very seriously the education or development of the native 
interest in the Islands or showed themselves particularly 
adaptable to the colonisation idea. 

The natives still live in native fashion, the adoption of 
Kuropean customs in the matter of houses and clothes being 
almost entirely absent. Under ordinary circumstances the 
clothing of the men, and very often of the women, consists 
only of a lava lava (a loin cloth 44 by 72 in.) iied round the 
waist and falling to the knees. In the evenings and when 
in town the men oiten wear a singlet in addition to the lava 
lava, and on special occasions they frequently wear, in 
addition to the lava lava, a white coat similar to the coats 
worn by white men in the tropics. The men almost without 
exception never wear either shoes or socks; the women, too, 
rarely wear any covering for the feet. The kind ot lava lava 
worn by the men depends on the occasion; for ordinary 
purposes they usually wear a jean, while for special occasions 
they may wear a white drill or a special cashmere. The same 
is true of the women to some extent. During the day and 
in their ordinary occupations the women frequently wear 
nothing but the lava lava, but it is not unusual for them 
to wear a short cape of some dark material and probably ot 
cashmere over their shoulders and covering the upper part 
of their bodies. In the evenings and in the towns, however, 
they usually wear a chemise and a kind of overall above the 
lava lava. The native women are excellent dressmakers, 
and some of their frocks are both expensive and attractive. 

The main points to remember regarding the natives ot 
Samoa are that they are generally well-to-do; they always 
have at hand a ready means for increasing their income if 
such an increase 1s desirable for any reason, and they not 
infrequently buy goods of a much better quality than is 
considered to be suitable for native trade. The classes of 
goods they buy are limited because their houses are usually 
bare of all furniture, decoration, and ornaments, and 
their other wants are not numerous; nevertheless, the total 
trade in the goods which they do buy is considerable in 
relation to the size of the population. 


Pre-War GERMAN FIRMS. 


In pre-war years the trade of Samoa was practically 
bound up with the operations of the Deutsche Handels und 
Plantagen Gesellschatt, a large Hamburg Company operat- 
ing in the South Seas. It was known as the ).H.P.G., the 
“German Firm,’ ‘‘the firm,” or the ‘‘long-handled firm.” 
Soon after Military Occupation the merchandise of the firm 
was liquidated and its trading operations were suspended ; 
it is still allowed to carry on its plantations and to sell its 
copra under the supervision of a Liquidator appointed by 
the New Zealand Government. Other German firms also 
traded in Samoa, but these have all been liquidated. They 
were as follows:—Grevsmuhl and Company, Krause and 
Preuss, and E. Larsen. Of the white firms still trading, 
four are British or of British origin, two are of American 
origin, and two are of Danish origin. There are also a 
number of Chinese and other traders. 


RVENUE AND TARIFFS. 


The revenue of the Administration of Samoa in the 
financial year 1917-18 amounted to £98,937. The ordinary 
expenses of the Administration amounted to £89,801, and 
the balance in hand at 3lst March, 1918, was £12,951. The 
excess of assets over liabilities on 3lst March, 1918, was 
£28,098. 

The chief source of revenue is Customs taxation. Customs 
taxes are levied both on imports and exports; the export 
taxes were put into force on Ist April, 1916, 7.¢., since 
British military occupation, but they were forecasted under 
the German Administration. They are as follows :— 
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Copra a ee 1Os. per ion. 
NS TET 40s. - 
NS Ee TERE POT lid. per lb. 
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Extracts from any of the above—at lates to ve 


fixed in conformity with the rate on the raw 
material empleyed. 

A copy of the import tariff is contained in the official 
trade returns, copies of which can be seen at the ofhces ol 
the Department of Overseas Trade. 

The general rate for the majority of imports is 125 per 
cent., ad valorem; special rates are applied to tobacco, 
cigars, cigarettes, alcoholic liquors, firearms, gunpowder, 
and explosives ; some goods, such as agricultural implements. 
breeding cattle, seeds, manure, scientific instruments, fresh 
meat, fish, vegetables, mineral waters, advertising matter, 
books, clothes, and effects of immigrants, etc., are free ol 
duty. Duty is payable on the actual landed value of the 
goods, including all charges, except that in the case ot 
special charters and other special conditions treight cost 1s 
taken to be the rate of freight actually ruling for ordinary 
shipments at the time of importation whatever the actual 
freight paid may be. No certificates of origin are required. 
flere are taxes on commission agents or travellers not 
domiciled in Samoa. 

Import TRADE. 

The figures of imports from particular countries are mis- 
leading. Owing to the fact that Australia and New Zealand 
act as intermediaries in the trade of Samoa and that the im- 
port returns show imports according to countries of ship- 
ment, the imports from Australia and New Zealand include 
a considerable quantity of goods produced in other coun- 
tries and particularly in the United Kingdom. The im- 
ports from the United States are probably a fairly accurate 
representation of that country’s trade, as the greatest part 
of the trade from the United States has been done direct 
with firms in Samoa and the imports have been shipped 
direct from San Francisco. Piece-goods form by far the 
inost important part of this trade, and prior te the war the 
main selling lines were jeans, cashmeres and ordinary prints. 
Samples of these lines and of other interesting lines have 
heen obtained together with details as to prices, designs. 
widths, ete. These samples may be inspected at the office 
of the Department of Overseas Trade. 

The most important classes of goods imported are pro- 
visions, which accounted for about £72,000 out of the total 
imports of £178,840 in 1916; apparel, ready-made clothiag, 
ami drapery, which accounted for a further £30,000, and 
iron, steel, and hardware and metal manufactures, which 
accounted for a further £12,000. The chief lines of pro- 
visions imported into Samoa are tinned meats, tinned fish, 
fiour, biscuits, rice and sugar. The imports of tinned meat 
in 1916 were valued at £13,790, of which imports from New 
Zealand alone were valued at £12,917. An important New 
Zealand firm has a very strong hold on this trade, and 
competition with this firm would be difficult, Since the war 
there has been some difficulty in obtaining full quantities 
of tinned meat from New Zealand, and there has been a 
greater opportunity for trade from other meat-producing 
countries. Up to the present, however, little real competi- 
tion has entered. The natives are particularly fond of tinned 
beef and prefer it with a high percentage of fat. There are 
possibilities of the growth of a considerable cattle industry 
in Samoa. Cattle are very useful as weeders on the coconut 
plantations, the D.H.P.G. having been accustomed for some 
vears to carry cattle on their plantations at the rate of a 
beast to the acre. The development of the cattle industry 
should have important results in Samoa, not only for pur- 
poses of supplying fresh meat to the Islands, but also to 
overcome the difficulty of keeping plantations clean. The 
imports of tinned fish in 1916 were valued at £10,163, and of 
this amount goods to a value of £7,680 came from the United 
States. The imports from America are chiefly tinned salmon, 
but there has been an extension since the war of trade from 
America in tinned herrings, which were formerly supplied to 
a considerable extent from the United Kingdom. Salmon is 
the most popular imported fish amongst the natives, but 
there is also a fair demand for sardines and herrings. The 
Hour trade, which in 1916 was valued at £5,592, is prac- 
tically monopolised by Australia, one mark from the 
Commonwealth being particularly in favour; the total im- 
ports from Australia in 1916 were valued at £5,120. The im- 
ports of biscuits are not shown separately in the statistics, 
hut the trade is considerable; the imports are probably in- 
cluded in the heading ‘ Provisions not otherwise enumer- 
ated,’ the total under the heading being £9.544, of which 
imports from Australia were valued at £4,812, and those 
from New Zealand at £2,754. Rice comes almost exclusively 
from Australia, and sugar and butter almost exclusively 
from New Zealand. There is a small trade in ‘fruits nre- 
served in syrup,” which come largely from America, packed 
in attractive looking bottles. 
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Sort Goons. 

From the point of view of British trade this is the most 
important section of the import trade of Samoa. In 1916 
the trade under the heading of ‘‘apparel,’? ready made 
clothing and drapery amounted to £29,890, the following 


being the values of goods imported from particular 
countries :— 
ES  itinnihies aie cis cinbntadwkinndiailebane £14,274 
PUN oii scnerescevsdesssvavensoces 5,975 
RIMUOOE TRAUIIOED o.oo ss ccnicccececcccsscces 4.16] 
II on cccéckeconnrkevocawsyénius inion 3,733 
Be OR os vvceneinnccevnseninxenwnrer 1,747 
PE airseenitiedies £29,890 


The cashmere trade is of particular interest in that it 
was in this trade that Germany did what was probably ler 
biggest business in this section. The article for which a 
great demand existed was a cotton cashmere with a poplin 
cifect on the back ; the most saleable colours were black, blue- 
black, and wine colour, but it was also supplied in other selt 
colours and in stripes. Quotations which I saw given shortly 
hetore the war were f.o.b. Hamburg, Is. 71d. for 41 ins., and 
Zs. id. tor 44 ins.; the material was sold in Samoa at from 
2s. Od. to 3s. Od., and a woollen cashmere was also sold at anv- 
thing up to 10s., the popular prices being from 4s. to 6s. In 
addition to the shades already mentioned, ecru, maroon, 
pink, brown, and purple were popular colours. The material 
should be at least 42 ins. wide, and the selvedge should he 
the same colour as the piece, i.e., not grey. The most im- 
portant essential, however, is that colours should be fast : 
the Samoans wash their clothes a great deal, and as a 
general rule it was found that while other dyes often gave 
out the German dyes, particularly in these cashmeres, were 
almost always fast. So far as I was able to find no corre- 
sponding material from any other country than Germany 
has ever been supplied to compete with the German article. 

Prior to the war there was a considerable trade in jeans. 
also used for making up into lava lavas. These came almost 
exclusively from the United Kingdom, but there was a con- 
siderable sorting up trade done by German firms in these 
and cther textiles for the island trade. This feature of the 
trade, which resulted in a good deal of the business in 
British prints being done from Germany, is referred to in 
the section of this report which deals with trading methods. 
The jeans supplied from the United Kingdom were of ex- 
-ellent quality, and traders in Samoa are quite satisfied with 
the gcods supplied to them. Since the war these goods have 
hecome practically unprocurable, and substitutes have had 
to be tound. It js not unlikely, however, that other things 
being equal the trade will revive after the war, no really 
satistactory substitute having been found. 

The chiet substitute for the jean has been the American 
gingham and gingham effect. A very large business has 
grown up in these ginghams since the war, even at high 
prices, but traders are not at all satisfied with the quality 
ef the material, and the opinion was expressed to me re- 
peatedly that British firms had not much to fear from this 
competition. It must be admitted, however, that the goods 
have got a certain hold and that the natives are becoming 
more and more used to them. 

There is a very big business in towels, and since the war 
this trade, which was formerly largely in British hands, has 
gone increasingly to Japan. Ordinary towels of plain white. 
or white with red or blue borders, are satisfactory, and a 
towel with a stripe also sells. The popular sizes are 20 ky 
40 ins., 30 by 66 ins., 36 by 72 ins., and 40 by 80ins.; there 
‘is a large demand for big towels, even as big as 48 by 90 
ins., owing to the fact that the Samoans frequently use them 
for sleeping in. The prices at which these towels should sell 
ure 6d., ls., ls. 6d., 2s.. 3s., and 4s. When I was in Samoa, 
Japanese towels were being sold through Sydnev at the 
following prices per dozen f.o.b. Sydney: 16 by 36 ins. at 
6s. 9d. (pre-war price, 3s.), 49 by 70 ins. at 30s. (pre-war 
price, 16s.), and 24 by 54 ins. at 16s. (pre-war price, 6s. 6d.). 

The Samoan women are active needle workers, and there 
is, therefore, a large demand for sewing cotton, chiefly in 
white in 200, 400 and 1,000 yard reels. 

Before the war Germany did a large trade with Samoa in 
chemises to sell retail at Js. 6d.; the price quoted for these 
chemises just before the was was 10s. 6d. per dozen f.o.b. 
Hamburg. [ managed to obtain a sample of this article 
with some difficulty owing to the fact that stocks are prac- 
tically sold out. These articles, to appeal to the Samoan 
taste, should have as much lace and embroidery as possible ; 
the big line sold at 1s. 6d., but other lines sold at from 2s. 
to 3s. 

There has also been a very large demand for umbrellas in 
Samoa ; the umbrella being used as much to keep off the sun 
2s to protect against rain. The natives use these umbrellas 
very extensively. The essential features is that they should 
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be strong, and that the cover should be thick to give as much 
shade as possible. Prior to the war these umbrellas were 
supphed exclusively from Germany in 10, 12, and 16 rib, at 
prices to enable them to be sold in Samoa at from about 3s. 
upwards to about 10s. The handle is usually an ordinary 
plain bent handle to enable the user to carry the umbrella 
on the arm when it is not in use. Australia has been supply- 
ing umbrellas since the war to take the place of the German 
article, but the price of these umbrellas is such that they 
could not compete with the German umbrella in normal 
times. 
HARDWARE. 

xcept in certain special lines (and they are very few) the 
hardware trade of Samoa has not reached any considerable 
magnitude, even in relation to the extent of the total im- 
port trade. There are a few lines, however, in which there 
is quite a considerable trade to be done. These are chiefly 
lamps and lanterns, knives, galvanised iron and copper nails, 
iron cooking utensils, some enamelled goods, files, axes and 
paints. The Report gives details of the varieties which are 
in demand. 

lOREIGN COMPETITION. 


The extent of foreign competition in the trade of Samoa 
has been generally indicated. So far as American competi- 
tion is concerned this is chiefly direct competition resulting 
trom the establishment of buying agencies in San Francisco 
for traders in Samoa. Japanese competition, which is chiefly 
in cheap goods formerly supplied from Germany, largely 
results trom the activities ot Australia and New Zealand 
merchants trading with Samoa. There are indications, how- 
ever, that Japan is beginning to take a more direct interest 
in the Islands trade. A representative of Japanese trading 
interests recently travelled through the Islands with a view 
to opening up stores. Jt is et unlikely that as time 
coes on the direct interest of Japan in the trade of the 
islands will increase. There are many lines of goods 
which that country is in a position to supply, but I see no 
reason why more of the cheaper class of trade should not 
be secured by the United Kingdom, provided that costs of 
selling and shipping goods to Samoa are kept as low as 
possibile. 

Export TRADE. 

The chief exports of Samoa are copra, rubber and cocoa. 
In 1916 these articles accounted for a value of £227,443 out 
of the value of total exports of £235,415. The values of the 
exports of these three commodities in 1916 were as follows : — 
Copra, £143,245; cocoa, £63,970; rubber, £20,228. 

The other leading exports were hides (valued at £690), 
preserved pineapple (valued at £1,432), and papain (valued 
at £608). 

It is not unlikely that the exports of rubber and cocoa will 
decline in the next few years owing to planting difficulties 
and disease in the cocoa plants. 

Of the exports of copra, which is, and is likely to be for 
some time, the most important export from Samoa, not less 
than 6,378 tons out of the total of 7,544 tons exported went 
to the United States direct. The remainder went to Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand, and of this amount probably a 
great deal eventually found its way to America also. 

- From the point of view of British trade interests after the 
war, the diversion of the copra export trade to the United 
States during the last two or three years is a matter of very 
great importance. This diversion is largely due to shipping 
difficulties, but while these shipping difficulties may be 
temporary, it does not at all follow that America’s interest 
in this trade is temporary. There has been a considerable 
development of the use of copra in the United States, and 
new firms have entered the business on a considerable scale. 
It is hardly likely, therefore, that American firms will lose 
without an effort a valuable source of supply so near at 
hand. 

TrapinGg METHODS. 


The trade in Samoa, both in inward merchandise and out- 
ward produce, is all done by traders with headquarters in 
Apia. These traders have out-stations at various suitable 
points throughout the Samoan Islands, where they keep 
stocks of merchandise and have arrangements for buying 
copra from the natives or other planters. It is usual for 
the traders to pay the natives cash for their copra, buying 
it in a sun-dried condition at weights ascertained when 
weighing in at the copra sheds. The D.H.P.G, did a con- 
siderable business on a wholesale basis with other traders, 
and some of the other traders also do such business, but it 
is usual for all the white traders and many of the Chinese 
and native traders to import themselves, and they naturally 
buy as little as possible from their competitors in Apia. 
Leaving out of account the D.H.P.G., whose trading in 
merchandise has been stopped since the war, the following 
are the chief traders in Samoa:—A. Nelson and Son, H. J. 
Moors, Burns, Philp and Co., S. H. Meredith, P. C. 
Fabricius, Andrew and Sydall, J. Rothschild and Co., W. C. 
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Dean, Sundin and Johanssen, G. E. L. Westbrook. Certain 
intormation with respect to the operations of these firms is 
available at the Department of Overseas Trade to bona fide 
enquirers. The names of agents who travel through the 
Islands from Apia, regularly making the journey twice or 
three times a year, are also on record at the Department. 

Before the war there was no bank in Samoa. ‘The 
D.H.P.G. did a considerable banking business for the smaller 
traders, but some of these traders had their own accounts 
in Auckland and Sydney, and made their payments there, 
taking full discounts. The establishment since the war of a 
branch of the Bank of New Zealand in Apia makes it pos- 
sible to draw on traders, but in many cases this is not 
necessary. The larger firms could also be drawn on in Sydney 
or Auckland. The practice of American firms acting as buy- 
ing agents tor Apia traders seems to be to pay cash for all 
purchases giving all discounts to the traders, drawing on 
them as necessary and charging 8 per cent. per annum in- 
terest on money paid out on their behalf. 

I think it is clearly established that British firms have not 
taken the direct interest in the Island trade which they 
night have taken. A number of traders told me prior to the 
war even they very rarely received catalogues and/or samples 
from British houses direct, and that they frequently first 
heard of British goods, which they afterwards purchased 
regularly, from German travellers. As has been remarked 
elsewhere, the big German firm also did a considerable busi- 
ness in British goods (particularly soft goods), and there 
was also another firm in Hamburg which prior to the war 
did a large busines in the Islands in British prints. It is 
said that not infrequently it was possible for firms in the 
Islands to buy British goods from Germany cheaper than 
they could buy the same goods from England. Not only 
this, but the German firms seemed to understand the trade 
better than British firms, Many of the traders expressed to 
me a keen desire to establish direct trading relations (par- 
ticularly in Manchester goods) with Great Britain after the 
war, and also stated that they would be only too glad to 
have catalogues and samples sent to them. I do not think 
that it is likely that the effort and expense in sending 
samples would be wasted, 


COMPETITION WITH AMERICA. 


One of the problems which will face British trade in the 
Islands will be the extent to which the Islands have become 
interested during the war in trade with America in their 
produce, and resulting from that the greater interest which 
they have acquired in inward trade from America. I have 
shown that the trade with the Islands from America since 
the war has considerably increased. This is due to some 
extent, of course, to the difficulty of getting goods from any 
other country, but it is also due in no unimportant degree 
to the greater interest shown in copra in America and to 
the shipping position which has resulted in the deflection 
of practically all outward trade from the Islands to America. 
To some extent the recovery of our trade will depend on 
the ability of our manufacturers to compete with America 
after the war, but to a considerable extent it will depend 
on a greater British interest in the outward trade of the 
Islands combined with the establishment of shipping facili- 
ties to secure direct or indirect transportation of copra and 
other island produce to the United Kingdom. 

Most of the traders in the Islands have established per- 
manent connections with America since the war, and many 
of them have their own agents acting for them in the sale 
of their copra and also acting as purchasing agents for mer- 
chandise. So far as American interest in copra is concerned, 
I have been told that the greater demand which has arisen 
in America since the war is likely to become permanent, and 
that America will not let this copra go without a struggle. 
| refer to the matter here at some length because I think 
that it is bound up in an important way with the shipping 
position, and that if proper shipping facilities to the United 
Kingdom after the war can be tound we shall have gone a 
great part of the way towards diverting the copra trade to 
the United Kingdom, and incidentally facilitating the main- 
tenance and increase of our trade in merchandise in the 
sroups against foreign competition. 
~ | am convinced that if our trade with Samoa and the 
other islands near by is to be materially increased after the 
war, it will be necessary to examine carefuily the possibilities 
of the establishment of more direct shipping communication 
with the Islands in order to ensure that every facility is 
given for the shipment to England of the produce of the 
groups. 

LaBour. 

The labour problem in Samoa is one of the most serious 
questions which must affect the development of the Islands. 
It is well known that the Samoans themselves, so long as 
their present outlook on life continues, cannot be looked 
upon as a means of providing labour to develop the coun- 
try, either for their own benefit or to assist the outside 
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planter. Apart trom the lack of need to work on the part 
ot the Samoans, and of the fact that the communistic svys- 
tem prevailing tends to influence the natives not to work. 
except for immediate needs, it is generally stated that the 
Samoans are not physically or mentally capable of con- 
tinuous effort. 

Such imported labour as has been used in the past has 
consisted of Solomon Islanders and Chinese. The former 
have been used exclusively by the D.H.P.G., as they were the 
only firm who could import Solomon Islanders into the Is- 
lands. These Solomon Islanders are quite suitable for work 
on the coconut plantations, where no particular skill is re- 
quired, but it is doubtful whether they would be suitable 
labour for the cocoa and rubber trees, in which such British 
planters as exist are chietiy interested. The Chinese have 
been used tor work on the cocoa and rubber plantations in 
the past, and have proved quite satisfactory for the work 
which they had to do, Prior to the war the D.H.P.G. had 
about 870 Solomon Islanders, and since the war about 200 
of these have heen repatriated. Nevertheless, the D.H.P.G. 
is at present better off for labour than the other planiers 
(British or foreign) in the Islands. The number ot Chinese 
in existence in the Islands before the war was about 2,200, 
of which about 1.200 remained in May. 1918. about 1,100 
having been repatriated. 

The removal of the Chinese combined with the indisposi- 
tion on the part of the Samoans to work and the impossibility 
of obtaining labour from other sources, is bound to have a 
serious effect in Samoa: not only because of the necessity 
for having cheap labour at disposal for the cultivation ot 
tropical produce mn competition with other countries where 
cheap labour exists, but also because of the existence in 
Samoa of one or two serious pests which are referred to in 
the report. 

CONCLUSIONS. 
In concluding this report, it may be useful to repeat that 


the main factors on which the development of British trade 
will depend are:— 


(1) The ultimate fate of the Islands. 

(2) The ultimate tate of the D.H.P.G. and its interests. 

(3) The development of British planting and trading 
interests in the group. 

(4) The improvement of shipping facilities in the direc- 
tion of establishing efficient and economical means 
of shipping copra to the United Kingdom. 

In addition to these, the following general factors govern- 
ing the development of the Islands generally should be taken 
into account : — 

(1) The lack of scientific knowledge regarding the 
rhinoceros beetle, and the lack of absolute certainty 
that the supposed methods by which the beetle has 
been overcome are the real causes of its reduction in 
numbers and harmtulness. 

(2) The necessity for some scientific investigation of the 
canker pest, and the finding of a means for over- 
coming it. 

(3) The solution of the existing and serious labour 
difficulty. 

Though I have referred to the labour difficulty last, [ 
regard it as the most important difficulty which must face 
Samoa in the immediate future. Unless this problem is 
solved, I cannot see that any material development of Samoa 
can take place; on the contrary, it is not at all improbable 
that without such a solution the Islands will go back. Of 
those I met who knew Samoa and its conditions, the great 
majority informed me that until this difficulty is settled 
they could not recommend the investment of capital in the 
Islands. With this opinion I entirely agree. If the labour 
difficulty is settled, Samoa will progress as a producer ot 
very valuable raw materials and food products ; its trade will 
undoubtedly increase, and there will be an opportunity for 
British participation or a larger scale. Then will enter the 
other factors which I have referred to above. Meanwhile. 
the trade of the Islands is small, and while we could un- 
doubtedly get more of what there is, it is questionable 
whether, except for its possibilities of progress, any special 
effort would be repaid. As to the strategic value of the 
Islands in relation to the Pacific question as a whole, and 
the near-by British Dominions, Colonies and Protectorates, 
it is not my duty to express an opinion, but it is clear that 
with proper development. these Islands could become ex- 
tremely important, both commercially and politically. In 
that event the development of British trade there will be 
a matter of importance. The responsibility for that develop- 
ment must rest, in part, on the manufacturers and traders 
themselves, but it is my opinion that the greater responsi- 
bility will rest with the Government, the shipping companies 
and the capitalists, having particular regard to the fact 
that before British trade can develop to any very great 
extent the questions to which attention has been drawn in 
this summary must, or should be, settled. 
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The Tongan or Friendly Islands consist of three groups e 


of istands known respectively as the Tongatabu. Haapai, and 
Vavau groups, together with the three outlying islands— 
Niuafoou, Niuatobutabu, and Tafahi—which lie some con- 
siderable distance to the north of the main groups. The 
Tongan Islands are a Protectorate under the British Govern- 
ment; the administration of the islands is in Tongan hands, 
hut the natives have at their disposal the advice of the 
British agent and Consul and a few European Ministers: 
the natives have, however, a majority in the Privy Council 
and Cabinet. The total area of the islands is 385 square 
miles, and the total population about 25,000, of which 400 to 
v0U are white. Such towns as there are, even the main 
ports of entry, are exceedingly smail. The trading stations 
in them, with the exception of those of the Deutsche Handels 
und Plantagen Gesellschaft, are also very small, comparing 
with stores in a country town in England. Nevertheless, 
these trading stations keep a very extensive range of goods. 
The number of Europeans in the Islands compared with the 
number of natives is very small, and consequently the native 
trade is much the more important. This trade is not larze 
in the total, but being limited io few lines it is not un- 
important in some classes of goods. 

Before the war the traders in Tonga used to buy con- 
siderably from the D.H.P.G., which was importing direct 
from Germany and other countries. Incidentally, it bought 
trom Great Britain and sold in Tonga quite a considerable 
quantity of British goods. If the firm returns to Tonga 
after the war it will probably not buy any more than it can 
possibly help in the United Kingdom, and if it does not 
return an alternative channel of trade to Tonga will have 
t» be found. 

The main criticism which I heard in the Islands was that 
British firms did not know sufficient of the nature of the 
trade of the groups, or did not particularly bother about 
them. I also noticed that the traders in the Islands (with 


the exception of those who imported direct) were not ioo- 


sure which of the goods they imported were of British or 


other origin. IJ was told that whereas before the war firme. 
were continually receiving samples, catalogues, etc., from 


Germany, they very rarely received any particulars from the 
United Kingdom of goods manufactured there. 

The trade of Tonga is unquestionably smali, but it cai 
easily be fitted in with trade in the other Islands of the 
Pacific. In many classes of goods the same qualities and 
designs sell through all the Islands. Taking the trade in 
the aggregate it should be worth securing. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

After dealing with the different classes ot trade, Mr. 
Dalton says :— 

At present the islands are absolutely dependent on copra, 
and their prosperity at any particular time depends on the 
absence of hurricanes, which severely affect the coconné 
palms. Unless some alternative product can be found which 
is not so seriously aifected by hurricanes, or which will form 
a means of sustenance of the Islands during the periods oi 
recovery of the palms from the effects of hurricanes, the 
trade of the Islands will always be liable to undergo import- 
ant fluctuations. The existing system of land tenure makes 
the development of the Islands, and, incidentally, of their 
trade, dependent on the disposition of the Tongans them- 
selves to make the best use of the lands of the groups. At 
present no such disposition appears to exist. The natives 
are satisfied with their present condition, and they are not 
at all disposed to work either for other people or to any 
great extent for themselves. In normal times food 1s easy 
to procure, and any additional comforts which may be 
required (and they are few) can always be obtained by 
cutting a little copra. Very little thought is given to the 
possibility of depression, which is always present, and if 
depression comes food and comforts have to be reduced often 
to the point of starvation. The motto of the Island is ‘‘Tonga 
for the Tongans,’’ and there is consequently little disposition 
to favour development from outside interests. So far as the 
general development of the Islands, and consequently the 
cxpansion of their trade, is concerned, there is little evidence 
that progress is likely. 

The development of British irade, economic conditions 
remaining as they are, will depend very largely on the 
development of the interests of British trading concerns 
in the group. There are indications that one or two British 
trading companies with a knowledge of Island conditions 
will extend in the Islands if opportunity offers. Such an 
extension if it takes place will probably lead to a greater 
disposition to purchase British goods wherever possible, but 
the extent of the development and its rapidity will depend 
in no small degree on the future of the Deutsche Handels 
und Plantagen Gesellschaft interests, British manufacturers 
can do something to improve the position, and in many goods 
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an effort would be repaid even though the total trade is small. 
The Tongan Islands could well be included with the Fiji and 
Samoan {Islands in a trade campaign, and I think that there 
is no doubt that, taken together, the trade of these Islands 
would warrant a closer touch being established by means of 
agents and travellers. A great deal of the trade is already 
British, but it seemed clear to me that our manufacturers 
had not that knowledge ot the conditions and nature of the 
trade to make it possible ior them to secure all the trade 
that they might readily obtain, or to guarantee the con- 
tinuance of their trade under any circumstances which might 
arise. lf the ‘‘German firm’’ returns to the Islands, some 
more active and more direct policy in the interest of British 
trade will undoubtediy be necessary if our trade is to be 
maintained at its former level, for there is little reason to 
doubt that the Deutsche Handels und Plantagen Gesellschaft, 
whose hold on the trade has been shown to be great, will be 
less inclined than ever to purchase as much as they formerly 
did in the United Kingdom. 


THE WOOL COUNCIL. 


HIGH PRICES AND STANDARD CLOTHING. 

The adjourned Seventh Meeting of the Wool Coun- 
ceil was held in Caxton House last week, with a large 
attendance. ‘The Chairman (Sir Arthur Goldfinch) re- 
ferred to the great loss which the West Riding and the 
country as a whole had sustained in the death of Alder- 
man Hayhurst. They had had in the past the very 
creat advantage of Alderman Hayhurst’s wise counsels 
and strong and straightforward handling of many dith- 
cult problems in the Wool Trade, and at a time when 
these problems were becoming even more complex they 
would suffer greatly by the loss of so broad-minded and 
capable a member and Labour leader. Sir: Wim. 
Raynor moved and Mr. Shaw seconded that a letter 
should be sent to Mrs. Hayhurst expressing on behalf 
of the whole Council the sentiments which had been 
expressed by the Chairman. 








Tre Issue Prices or Woot. 

The CHAIRMAN proceeded to say that the business before 
the meeting was, nominally, Sir Wm. Raynor’s motion to re- 
vise the issue prices of wool. It was very easy to see that 
that motion, if pressed toa division, would be rejected by a 
large majority, but no one could suppose that the real ques- 
tion before the Council could be disposed of so easily. Some 
outside critics seem to think that all that was required was 
for the Government to continue to discharge the obligation 
which they had imposed upon themselves in the anouncement 
of 6th March to issue wool at a reduced schedule of prices. 
No member of the Wool Council would venture to take such 
a line of argument. They had a copy of the announcement 
of 6th March betore them, and while the last two lines were 
occupied with the undertaking to reduce prices, the twelve 
preceding lines were devoted to setting forth the desire of 
the Department and the Wool Council to reduce the prices 
of wool necessaries to the ultimate consumer. This was the 
end and object, and in fact the sole justification of a reduc- 
tion of prices which was known to be out of keeping with the 
market conditions of the time. All the members of the 
Council knew very well that the decision had been arrived 
at on the strength of assurances given on behali of every 
section of the trade that the reduction of the prices of raw 
material would be used as a means for reducing the price of 
all the products. This had not yet come about, and if they 
were determined to maintain the system of issuing a part 
of the wool supplies at an artificially cheap price, it was for 
them to devise some means of passing on the benefit to the 
consumers for whose sake the reduction had been agreed 
upon. 

The Chairman went on to emphasise what he _ had 
stated at the preceding meeting, that he did not consider it 
administratively possible, nor could it be reconciled with the 
general line of policy which was being worked out, that 
issues at fixed prices should be the main channel of distribu- 
tion. That main channel must continue to be the auction 
sales, and he was very hopeful that the great quantities which 
they intended to press upon the market through those sales 
would fill up the demand and would bring down the general 
level of prices at the auctions to somewhere near the 
schedule. This, however, only applied to the general level 
and by no means to the proportionate values of different 
qualities. He maintained that in this respect the schedule 
was out of date, and that it was hopeless to expect the 
market to readjust itself to the schedule. If we come to the 
time when 50’s and upwards were sold at the auctions at the 
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schedule prices, then the low qualities would be selling below 
the schedule prices, or would be withdrawn for want of 
bidders. 

SALE THROUGH THE AUCTIONS. 

Sooner or later we would have to abolish the fixed schedule 
altogether or to revise it in conformity with the propor- 
tionate values which were now established. The proper 
preparation for these inevitable conditions was to sell by tar 
the larger quantities of the wool through the auctions, using 
the issues at schedule prices as a supplementary and regulat- 
ing factor as had all along been intended. Moreover, it was 
abundantly evident that delivery through the auctions was 
the most expeditious way of getting the wool distributed. 
l‘inally, he had no hope whatever of devising any scheme for 
allocating the scarcer qualities amongst individual users in 
such a way as to give anything like general satisfaction. The 
task was an extremely difficult and invidious one for the 
Department, and he could not contemplate increasing the 
already large proportion of such issues, 

Tre SHORTAGE oF Tops. 

He hoped the Council might find means of reviving the 
standard clothing scheme on a voluntary basis. He did not 
think any such scheme could be otherwise than subsidiary, 
but it might bear a reasonable proportion to the quantity «tf 
wool allocated at fixed prices, this being also a subordinatd 
and subsidiary factor. Taken together a considerable regu- 
lating eftect on prices might be produced. He went on to 
repeat, however, that the old-fashioned method of bringing 
about cheapness was also by far the best and most reliable, 
namely, abundant supply. The Government had amply ful- 
filled their share of this duty of providing abundant supplies. 
There never had been such a large stock of wool in this 
country as at present, and he believed it to be true not only 
of wool in bulk, but of every grade of wool. Unfortunately, 
through conditions for which the trade, employers, and 
operatives between them must bear the whole responsibility, 
a large increase in supplies of combing wool was being ac- 
companied by a steady reduction in the supples of Tops. 
He understood that the Industrial Council a few days hence 
would take into consideration the state of the wool combing 
industry, and he wished to point out in the gravest possible 
manner how heavy a responsibility would be incurred by 
any section which delayed or prevented any solution which 
would bring about a larger output of Tops. A weekly supply 
of 22,000,000 Ibs. was imperatively needed. A supply of 
24,000,000 Ibs. could readily be absorbed. In the face of 
these requiremenis and of the enormous stocks of combing 
wool in the country, the Top output has been reduced toa 
very little over 17,0U0,000 Ibs. per week, against a minimum 
of 19,000,000 when supplies ef wool were lowest. With such 
a limitation of supphes, the worsted industry would remain 
in a chronic condition of scarcity, and in his opinion all the 
efforts and sacrifices made by the Government and in- 
dividuals to arrest the rise in prices would have very little 
effect so far as worsted products were concerned, so long 
as the output continued to be 30 per cent. below the evident 
requirement. 

THE DISCUSSION. 

Sir Wm. Raynor being called called upon to renew his 
motion, stated that he preferred to withdraw it as he had 
not been able to find a seconder. If all the members had the 
courage of their opinions he would have many supporters, but 
apparently no one was prepared to incur the unpopularity of 
recommending the Government to sell their property at its 
full value. 

Mr. Williams hoped they would hear no more of any pro- 
posal to increase issue prices at present. The policy adopted 
was based on a genuine desire to stabilise prices on as low a 
level as was reasonably possible, and he thought they ought 
to persist in that policy. The Government ought to sell by 
auction the very largest quantity that brokers could possibly 
handle, and in addition they ought to issue at the fixed prices 
as near as possible to 100 per cent. of all legitimate demands 
made upon them. He recognised that consumers of wool 
textile had some reason to complain of high prices, and with- 
out pledging anyone but himself, he recommended the revival 
of the standard clothing scheme which he thought might be 
extremely useful in guaranteeing to the needier consumers 
a supply of useful goods free of all excessive profits. 

Mr. Shaw moved, and Mr. Titherington seconded the 
following resolutions : — 


“That auction sales be abandoned immediately.”’ 

“That the Government purchase, control, and issue ay 
fixed prices all wools necessary for British industry, 
and that a Joint Committee of equal representation 
and the Government, with executive powers, be ap- 
pointed to control the trade from raw materials to the 
finished goods.”’ 

‘That a Departmental Committee of Enquiry be ap- 
pointed to investigate and report on the woollen and 
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Worsted trade with special reference to prices, organisa- 
tion and national control.”’ 

_ This resolution was supported by 

Spetch and Conley. 

The Labour speakers complained that the report which 
they had presented six months betore had not received due 
attention at the hands of the Department. The Chairman 
had frequently referred to it as a minority report, forgetting 
that Mr. Forster at the time the Wool Council was set up 
had promised the Labour party that in spite of their 
numerical interiority on the Counci! they should not be con- 
sidered as a minority, and their views should be considered 
of equal weight with those of the employers. They con- 
tended that the policy adopted by the Department in the 
face of labour protests was a bad one, and that it was made 
worse by hurrying on the auction sales and thus provoking 
an alarming increase of prices'whjch it would be very diffi- 
cult now to counteract. The Department had been in- 
fluenced by repeated statements from all sections of em- 
ployers that the laws of supply and demand would prevent 
excessive profits, and that as soon as wool supplies became 
sufficient everything would rapidly come down to normal. 
They now tound that though wool supplies were much more 
than sufiicient—-in fact. extraordinarily large, prices were 
going higher and higher as stocks became larger and larger. 
Every section of the trade disclaimed profiteering for them- 
selves, but the consumer knew that there must be profiteer- 
ing somewhere if cheap and abundant wool went together 
with dear goods. For these reasons the Labour party asked 
for the abolition of auction sales and the control of prices 
right up to the consumers’ hands, and a Departmental en- 
quiry into the conditions under which the Wool Industry was 
carried on. References were made to the misery and unrest 
produced by high prices, an instance being given of a father 
of eight children in receipt of wages of £3 a week, who found 
that he could not buy a suit for his boy of 11 at less than £3. 
The Chairman had told them that this or that factor 
necessary for complete control was politically impossible, but 
anything that was economically possible would be made 
politically possible if the people of the country wanted it 
badly enough, and they intended to see to it that some means 
of improving the present situation became not only politic- 
ally possible, but politically necessary. 

The Chairman regretted that his efforts to keep the bal- 
ance even were in the opinion of the Labour speakers so un- 
successful. He trankly admitted that the policy of the De- 
partment had been much nearer to that recommended by the 
emplovers than by the Labour section, but this was very 
natural, considering that the employers recommended a re- 
turn to the well-trodden paths while the Labour section 
wished to embark upon colossal experiments extending far 
beyond anything that had been done during the war. He 
was not aware that any national wish had been expressed 
for such innovations, and anyway, it must be evident that 
the Ministry of Supply had never been commissioned to do 
anything so ambitious and unprecedented as their Labour 
friends desired. What was now asked for was in effect a 
commission of enquiry at least as far reaching as the Coal 
Commission, and that the Department would anticipate the 
report of that commission by at once undertaking the regula- 
tion of the prices of the entire output of the Wool and Tex- 
tile Industry. He could hold out no hopes of cbtaining 
authority to do anything on those lines, and it would be use- 
jul for everyone to bear in mind that, difficult though the 
proposals ot the majority of the Coal Commission might be 
to carry out, the textile trade was infinitely more complex 
owing to the vast variety of its products. He _ strongly 
recommended the Labour members to concentrate on some- 
thing more practical, otherwise time would pass without any- 
thing being done. 


Messrs. Mackinder. 


STANDARD CLOTHING. 

A general discussion foliowed in which almost every mem- 
ber of the Council took part. The debate was not closely 
confined to the Labour party’s motion, but ranged over every 
aspect of the subject, including particularly Mr. Williams’s 
proposal in connection with the Standard Clothing Scheme. 

Mr. Hanson confidently stated that no excessive profits 
were being made by any flannel manufacturers. Prices had 
been maintained on a moderate level, and they intended to 
go on selling their output at a steady profit on the cost of 
the raw material, whatever it might be. Mr. Carter re- 
minded the Council that during the war the Government 
had, to a large extent, controlled the stocks and prices of 
rags which entered largely into some of the standard fabrics. 
The Government now only controlled Australian and New 
Zealand wool, and the basis was therefore largely wanting 
for a revival of the standard clothing scheme. Mr. White- 
head gave tacts and figures with regard to the operations 
of some spinners, demonstrating that they had made a very 
strong effort to pass on the benefit of the reduced prices. 
lt was by no means the case that all the contracts on their 
hooks, or necessarily the larger proportion, showed a profi 
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on the highest auction prices. They had many cheap selling 
contracts for which they seemed to get no credit from the 
public. He pointed out further that the total quantity of 
varn in some of the high-priced goods which were complained 
of were exceedingly small. Jumpers or sports coats priced in 
London shops at rates varying between 3 guineas and 7 
suineas contained at the utmost 15s, worth of yarn. It could 
be seen, therefore, what a small effect the spinners’ profits 
could have on such goods. Something similar applied to 
gentlemen’s suits at 12 to 14 guineas, a rise of even 25 per 
cent. in the yara or cloth would only account tor an in- 
significant proportion of the rise in the selling price of these 
suits.—Mr. Kemp said that for his part he would be glad 
to try to induce the hosiery manufacturers to encourage a 
revival of the standard scheme, but they had on the one 
side of them the high prices of yarn, and on the other the 
heavy charges of the distributors which raised the price of 
hosiery irrespective of the profits of manufacturers. He did 
not see how hosiery could be abundant and cheap unless there 
was a sufficient supply of tops to keep up the volume of sup- 
plies of the finished article which the public was desirous of 
purchasing in quantities greater than ever known.—Mr. 
Arthur Hill said that labour difficulties no doubt accounted 
in great part for the deficient output of tops, but they had 
also suffered severely through transport ditficulties, and had 
often been short ot matchings, one topmaker lending his 
stock to another.—Mr. Bulmer said he thought they were too 
impatient, and had not allowed time for the pressure of sup- 
plies to reach the machinery. Probably it was no one’s fault, 
but the fact was that spinners had been put off with a 40 
per cent. ration of tops, and though large quantities of wool 
were now being allecated direct to thems they had not 
actually received a single bale in their mills. Col. Willey 
mentioned that recent deliveries of combing wool to the trade 
amounted to three times the possible consumption. Mr. Glan- 
field repeated the figures quoted by him in the previous meet- 
ing as to the very large increase in the market price of 
certain types of cloth, as compared with the price of the 
same cloth issued a few months ago under the standard 
scheme at a time when raw material was 74 per cent. higher. 
The Labour members insisted on carrying their motion to a 
division, and it was rejected by 17 votes to 13. 

The Chairman called upon the Council to make up their 
minds whether anything practical sould be done to revive 
the Standard Clothing Scheme on such a scale as to make a 
real contribution tewards solving the difficulty which every 
section of the Council must freely admit confronted them. 
He wished to know whether the employers genuinely be- 
lieved that a voluntary scheme could be instituted, and he 
asked the Labour Leaders to state whether they were pre- 
pared to accept such a scheme as a substantial step in the 
desired direction. Mr. Hanson, Mr. Williams, Mr. Kemp, 
Mr. Crowther, and Mr, Margetson all expressed a general 
willingness to induce their sections of the trade to fall in 
with the proposal to revive and extend the Standard Cloth- 
ing Scheme, but in varying degrees they all expressed the 
opinion that a voluntary scheme would break down. Any 
such scheme would involve setting aside existing profitable 
contracts in order to undertake less profitable work, and it 
was not to be expected that all employers would voluntarily 
accept their share of the burden, nor was it fair to throw 
the whole burden upon the most willing and patriotic. They 
therefore said that if the scheme was to be revived, the 
Government must exercise the necessary compulsion to bring 
everybody into it. Mr. Williams thought that it would also 
be necessary to change the basis of the scheme by throwing 
upon the Government the financial burden and risk. Sir 
Charles Sykes pointed out that no amount of good will, on 
the part of spinners and manufacturers, would go very far 
unless clothiers, and above all, distributors co-operated. He 
thought an establishment as large as the Bradford staff dur- 
ing the war would be necessary to work the scheme. Mr. 
Hitchcock referred to the very heavy margin exacted by 
distributors, who now reserved to themselves for selling suits 
across the counter more than the entire selling price of that 
suit in pre-war days. It was much to be feared that if a com- 
pulsory limitation of profits was imposed upon the distri- 
butor, standard goods would fall into the background, and 
ordinary consumers would only find on show those classes of 
coods which gave the present full rate of profit. Mr. Corry 
said he thought too much was made of the difficulties of dis- 
tribution of standard goods. He instanced cases where all 
the quantities supplied had been cleared out in a week with 
urgent demands for renewed supplies, which were not forth- 
coming owing to the pressure of military work. He believed 
that standard goods of good quality and at moderate prices 
would be popular with large sections of the distributing 
trade, and would be given a fair show. Capt. Brady, repre- 
senting the Board of Trade, stated that there need be no 
difficulty about the question of compulsory powers. The 
President of the Board of Trade had already publicly stated 
that he was prepared to go to Parliament for such powers 
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as might be necessary to bring down the excessive price of 
woollen necessaries which was causing the very gravest con- 
cern to the Board of Trade. Mr. Shaw said that the Labour 
party would be glad to take a share in devising and adminis- 
tering a revived scheme of standard clothing, provided it was 
undertakez on a sufficiently large scale, and that there was a 
serious Intention of carrying it through whole-heartedly. 
They must insist, however, that Labour members should be 
fully represented on all the Trade Committees which might 
he appointed to administer the scheme. They were not 
satisfied that the Standard Clothing Scheme in the past was 
worked for anything like what it was worth. There seemed 
to be interests concerned in crabbing it, and to a large 
extent they had been successful in so doing. The Labour 
party, however, were willing to give a fair trial to the re- 
vival ot the scheme, and he proposed that a Committee 
should at once be appointed to consider and agree upon its 
main working principles. 

The Chairman said he thought there was a_ sufficient 
measure of agreement te justify the immediate appointment 
of such a Committee as Mr. Shaw proposed, and he asked 
that various sections of the Council should nominate their 
representatives. The tollowing were appointed on behalf of 
the employers, Mr. Whitehead, Mr. Carter, Mr. Glanfield, 
Mr. IKX\emp, Mr. Williams, Mr. Crowther, etc. 

It was agreed that Labour delegates should be nominated 
by that section to an equal number with the employers. The 
tollowing gentlemen were later elected, viz., Messrs. Coniey, 
Barstord, Smith, Dickenson, Spetch, Titherington, and 
Turner. Sir Charles Sykes was invited by the general de- 
sire of the Council to be added to the Committee, and to act 
as Chairman. It was further agreed that the Committee 
should be empowered to add to its numbers so as to secure 
representation of such distributing interests as were not 
represented on the Council. 


_ 
—{ 


Notes on Trade. 


(While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or netes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. | 











“POWER ALCOHOL,” 


REPORT OF INTER-DEPARTMENTAL 
COMMITTEE. 

The Report of the Inter-Departmental Committee on 
the production and utilisation of alcohol for power end 
traction purposes has been issued as a Parliamentary 
Paper (Cmd. 218, price 2d. net). The Chairman was 
the late Sir Boverton Redwood, Part. This Committee 
point out that the outstanding and fundamental attrae- 
tion of alcohol motor-fuel as a substitute for any fuel 
necessarily derived from coal or oil deposits lies in the 
fact that, on account of its chief sources being found in 
the vegetable world, supplies of raw material for its 
manufacture are being continuously renewed and are 
susceptible of great expansion without encroachment 
upon food supplies. The Committee state :— 


We are of opinion that steps should be taken to ensure 
‘creased production of power alcohol by the extended use 
of the vegetable matters from which it may be obtained. 
Important materials of this nature are: —(1) Sugar-contain- 
ing products, such as molasses, mahua flowers, sugar-beet, 
and mangolds ; (2) starch or inulin-containing products, such 
as maize and other cereals, potatoes, and artichokes; and 
(3) cellulose-containing products, such as peat, sulphite wood- 
pulp lyes, and wood. ..... 

We have received interesting evidence from the Director 
of Commerce and Industries to H.E.H. the Nizam of Hydera- 
bad (Deccan) concerning achieved production costs and yields 
of power alcohol from the flowers of the mahua tree (Bassia 
latifolia), which flourishes in the Central Provinces as well 
as in Hyderabad. The witness stated that the sun-dried 
flowers of this tree contain on the average 60 per cent. by 
weight of fermentable sugar, that they can be collected and 
delivered to the factory in the zone of growth at £1 10s. per 
ton, and that the vield on proper fermentation and distilla- 
tion is found to be about 90 gallons of alcohol (95 per cent. by 
volume absolute) per ton. He further stated that the flowers 
can be pressed, packed, exported, and stored for long periods 
without deterioration. We also understand that cultivation 








THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 1] 


NOTES ON TRALE —continued. 





of the mahua tree has not as yet been attempted, and that 
there may, therefore, be possibilities of increased production 
of fiowers by cultural treatment. 

The large-scale cultivation of maize and other cereals as 
raw material for the manufacture of power alcohol has ad- 
mitted possibilities, as to the full extent of which we have 
been unable to complete our inquiries; but it would appear 
that prospective production of alcohol from these sources in 
the overseas Dominions and other parts of the Empire is en- 
couraging both as regards quantities and cost. 

Seeing that one ton of potatoes yields only 2U gallons of 
35 per cent. alcohol, while the yield from artichokes is only 
very slightly higher, we are of opinion that, having regard 
even to the pre-war prices of potatoes and artichokes in the 
United Kingdom, power alcohol cannot be produced in this 
country from these sources on a commercial basis except 
under some system of State subveniion. Similar considera- 
tions apply also to the sugar-beet and mangold crops. 

No satisfactory method for the utilisation of peat as an 
economic source of power alcohol has been brought to our 
notice. Weare, however, of opinion that in connection with 
researches into the use of peat for various purposes its 
potential value as raw material for the manufacture of such 
a'cohol should not be overlooked. 

We are of opinion that, so far as vegetable sources of raw 
material for the manutacture of power alcohol are concerned, 
we must rely mainly, if indeed not entirely, on increased 
production in tropical and sub-tropical countries. 

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The general recommendations are as follows:— 

We are of opinion that the time has come for action by the 
Government to ensure close investigation of the questions of 
production and utilisation, in all their branches, of alcohol 
for power and traction purposes. 

In the British Empire there are vast existing and prospec- 
tive sources of alcohol in the vegetable world, although in 
the United Kingdom itself production from these sources is 
now and is likely toremain small, but synthetic production in 
this country in considerable quantities, especially from coal 
and coke-oven gases, is promising. 

As the price of alcohol for power and traction purposes, 
to which we propose the name ot ‘‘power alcohol” should 
be given, must be such as to enable it to compete with petrol, 
it is essential that all restrictions concerning its manufacture, 
storage, transport, and distribution should be removed so 
far as possible, consistent with safeguarding the revenue and 
preventing improper use, and that cheap denaturing should 
be facilitated. 

We recommend that an organisativu sbould be established 
by the Government to initiate and supervise experimental 
and practical development work, at home and overseas, on 
the production and utilisation of power alcohol, and to report 
from time to time for public information on all scientific, 
technical, and economic problems connected therewith. This 
organisation should be permanent, have at its disposal the 
funds necessary for its investigations, be in close relation 
with the various Governments of the Empire, and be so 
constituted as to be able to déal with alcohol in conjunction 
with other fuels which are or may become available as a 
source of power. 

Finally, we are of opinion that steps to facilitate the pro- 
duction and utilisation of power alcohol in the United King- 
dom can in no circumstances be taken, nor arrangements for 
such development carried into effect, unless provisions and 
alterations of the kind we recommend in our report are made 
in advance of the time when an acute recurrence of high 
prices for motor-fuels may otherwise call for action too late 
tor it to be effective. 

We cannot conclude our report without expressing our deep 
regret at the loss of our chairman, who had taken the 
keenest interest in the whole of the proceedings. His death 
occurred the day before our meeting to consider the final 
draft of this report, with the terms of which we have reason 
to know he was in complete accord. 


EE 


AMERICAN MERCHANT MARINE BILL. 

A Bill is before the United States Senate for the 
regulation of the sale or charter of American ships built 
during the war. Under it authority is given the Presi- 
dent to invite tenders for chartering of cargo ships on 
‘Just and suitable’? terms to enable such vessels to 
compete with foreign ships. Chartered vessels may be 
restricted to certain routes until these are fully 
developed, and special reference is made in this con- 
nection to the Pacific and South American traffic. 

With the exception of small steel craft, steel ships 
must be sold or chartered ‘‘only to citizens, firms or co- 
partnerships composed of citizens of the United States, 
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or to corporations formed under the laws of the United 
States,’’ and the capital stock of such concerns must at 
all times be owned and controlled by citizens of the 
United States up to 60 per cent. of the total. Without 
the wr'tten approval of the President there shall be no 
transfers of charters or of ownership. 








INTER-ALLIED COLONIAL EXHIBITION 
AT PARIS. 

At the sitting of the French Chamber of Deputies on 
12th June a Bill was passed providing for the holding 
of an Inter-Allied Colonial Exhibition at Paris in the 
year 1924. In connection with this exhibition a build- 
ing is to be erected for a permanent Colonial Museum. 





FOREIGN LOANS TO BELGIUM. 

During the first six months after the Armistice the 
Pelgian Government was able to secure the following 
loans in foreign countries and internally :— 

(1) £9,000,000 from the British Government for the pur- 
pose of Reconstruction, and for the payment of manufactured 
produce and raw maiterial of industry of the United 
Kingdom. 

(2) Frs. 225,000,000 from the French Government on the 
same conditions as the credit granted by H.M. Government. 

(3) Dols. 20,000,000 from the Canadian Government on 
conditions similar to those formulated by H.M. Government. 

(4) £4,000,000 from a consortium of British Banks, which 
may subsequently be increased to a larger sum. This credit 
was opened for three months at the current rate of discount 
(that is, 34 per cent.), plus 3 per cent. acceptance commis- 
sion, to be renewable three times, so that the credit will last 
one year 

(5) £10,000,000 from a consortium of American Banks, It 
is understood that the rate of interest asked for by these 
American Banks is about 7 per cent., as compared with 
approximately 5 per cent. charged by London Banks. 

(6) £1.506,000 from a well-known British company, which 
might subsequently be increased to a larger sum. This 
credit is renewable after six months. The interest is to be 
paid at the private rate of discount ruling when the Bills 
are drawn, plus stamp duty on the Bill and 1} per cent. 
commission, which is to include Banker’s acceptance com- 
mission. 

(7) Frs. 3.500.000,000 from the Internal and External Loan 
issued by the Belgian Government. This loan is issued at 
95 per cent. and will bear interest at the rate of 5 per cent. 
per annum, Provision is made for au annual Sinking Fund 
amounting to } per cent. of the total issued, out of which 
purchase of stock will be made in the open market at the 
current rate of the day. The action of the Sinking Fund 
will, however, be suspended when the price rises above par. 
Bonds can be repaid at par before Ist June, 1934. Interest 
will be free of all State and Municipal taxes. 

It is also understood that the Belgian Government 
are negotiating with the following countries with a view 
to securing credits for the purpose of reconstructing 
their industries :— 

(a) With Italy.—Lires 25,000,000 or 50,000,000  lires, 
whichever may be required. 

(b) With America.—Fres. 500,000,000. 

(c) With Argentine, Holland, Norway, 
Switzerland. 


Spain, and 





BUSINESS METHODS IN BELGIUM. 

The advantages of utilising travellers rather than 
catalogues to secure orders from Belgian retail traders 
is emphasised by the British Vice-Consul at Charleroi. 
A well-known Belgian dealer in fancy leather goods 
informs him that the Pelgian retail merchant rarely pur- 
chases from catalogues. Belgian manufacturers—and 
the Germans as well—have their customers waited upon 
by travellers carrying samples, and the catalogue is 
only a secondary means of reaching the client with any 
chance of success. Catalogues, he states, are a 
practical medium only in the case of goods which are 
too heavy or bulky to move about. And in such cases 
the Germans often organised at Brussels an exhibition 
in a room hired at a hotel which they invited customers 
to attend, frequently repaying the railway fare. 

If, however, the manufacturer wishes to resort to 
catalogues, the catalogue must be printed in French, 
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with prices in Belgian francs, measurements according 

to the metric system, and adopting a nomenclature ap- 

proaching as nearly as possible that current in Belgium. 
MODELS. 

It is essential tor manutacturers, before drawing up 
a catalogue or making a coilection of samples, to make 
themselves acquainted with what has already been 
done, with the peculiar tastes of the Belgian 
‘‘chientéle.”’ 

PRICES. 

Prices must be stated in Belgian franes, goods de- 
livered tree of all costs in the customer’s premises. It 
must not be forgotten that one is dealing mostly with 
retail merchants who are not well acquainted with such 
matters as transport customs, insurance, rates of 
exchange, etc., and who have neither the staff, the time, 
nor the means of passing goods through customs or 
working out the actual cost price. The Germans sold 
goods in Charleroi delivered free of all costs. The 
customer knew that nothing could be added to the pur- 
chase price except his own profit, and knew also that 
no unforeseen charges would increase the cost price. 

PAYMENT. 

Here again the Germans showed their skill. They 
would never have asked for payment in advance, nor 
on delivery. They enquired into the credit of the cus- 
tomer before doing business, and, an order being booked, 
they gave credits of from 30 days to 8 months—some- 
times even 6 months. As an example, one Belgian 
retailer has been effected payment at 30 days but with 
2 per cent. discount, and, if the business done exceeded 
a certain figure annually, was credited with 1 or 2 per 
cent. additional discount according to the firm. 





EXPLOITATION OF SOUTH-WEST AFRICAN 
DIAMONDS. 


Mining interests on the Rand have recently devoted 
much attention to the possibilities of developing the 
late German diamond mining industry in South-West 
Atrica. A concession for the exploitation of certain 
areas (which, as stated in recent issues of the ‘‘Journal,”’ 
stretch under the sea) has been granted by the Unien 
Government to a well-known Rand company. Under 
this, the company has acquired seven areas in the 
Pomona district and one near Luderitz to the north- 
west of Kolmanskop, altogether approximately 5,000 
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acres. The vendors are the Luderitzbucht Bergbau 
- Pp “ ; 

Gesselschaft mit Beschrankter Haftung, generally 


known as the L.B.G. Company. 

Underneath the sand on one area in the Pomona 
neighbourhood a conglomerate of lime and fine sand has 
been exposed. It has a hard surface, but beneath it 
became softer and more friable. The test of this con- 
glomerate has vielded, it is stated, 65 carats per 100 
loads. The conglomerate, from its appearance, is 
simply the hardened ocean bed, and investigation by 
experts indicates that it contains larger gems than those 
found in the sand. The diamonds recovered are 
described by the experts as clear white and white with 
a yellow tinge. 

The original purpose of the company was to dredge 
the ocean bed in the neighbourhood of Possession 
Island, which will require the erection of a landing stage 
on the main land. Extra plant for the exploitation of 
all the areas, which were proved by the German Com- 
pany and opened up in some eases, is now on order. 
In the meantime active development will proceed. 

The L.B.G. Company mentioned above was formed 
in March, 1913, with a capital of 21,000 marks, to 
acquire five circular claims belonging to the Swakop- 
munder Diamant-Gelleschaft, which are situated within 
the “‘sud Block” of the Vereinigte Diamant-minen- 
Gelleschaft. In 1913 8,550 carats were produced, 
valued at about 37s. 6d. per carat. The quota allotted 
to the company for 1914 was 7,500 carats. 














ng 


p- 


up 


ke 


AY 


eV 
lor 
1s- 
>, 
1le- 
an. 
ith 
led 
er 

















THE 


JvuLcy 3. 1919. 


Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
BRITISH INDIA. 











IMPOSITION OF EXCESS PROFITS DUTY. 

The *‘Gazette of India’ for the 22nd March contains an 
Act imposing aj duty on excess profits arising out of certain 
businesses, which came into force on the Ist April. The Act 
applies to every business either carried on in British India 
by any person, or owned or carried on in any place in India 
by a person ordinarily resident in British India, except the 
following : — 

(1) Any business the income of which is agricultural in- 
come. 

(2) Offices or employments. 

(3) Any profession the profits of which are dependent 
mainly on the personal qualifications of the person by whom 
the profession is carried on. The business of any person 
taking commissions in respect of any transactions or services 
rendered, or any agent not being whole-time officer or 
servant of the business, or a commercial traveller, or an 
agent whose remuneration consists wholly of a fixed or 
definite sum not dependent on the amount of the business 
done will not be included in this exception. 


(4) Any business which is liable to pay in respect of the 
counting period excess profits duty in the United Kingdom. 


(5) Any business of which the profit in the counting period 
did not exceed 30.000 rupees. 


Rate oF Duty. 


Excess profits duty will be levied and paid on the amount 
by which the profits of the counting period exceed the 
standard profits, and this duty will be of an amount equal 
to 5° per cent. of that excess. The amount of this duty, 
however, will not exceed such a sum as would reduce the 
profits helow 30,000 rupees. 





IMPORTS AND EXPORTS IN APRIL, 1919. 


In the trade returns for April, 1919, published by the 
Department of Statistics, India, imports amounted to 
£9.588,000, an increase of £439,000, and exports, including 
re-exports, to £15,021,000, an increase of £2,883,000, as 
compared with the corresponding month of 1918. There 
was a large decrease in the exports of food, drink and 
tohacco (mainly tood-grains), which decreased by £2,303,000. 
Raw materials and articles mainly unmanufactured increased 
by £1,752,000, and articles wholly or mainly manufactured 
by £2,310,000. During April of the pre-war year 1914, im- 
ports amounted to £9,664,000, and exports, including re- 
exports. to £13.869.000. 





CANADA. 





MANUFACTURE OF TORONTO'S TRAMCARS. 

A suggestion has been made by a member of the Municipal 
Board ot Control, Toronto, to establish municipal works for 
the manufacture of tramcars, in view of the fact that the 
city of Toronto proposes to acquire the tramcar system which 
is now operated by a company whose franchise expires in 
1921. The following opinion of a sub-committee of a 
Municipal Transport Commission has been given to the 
Commission : — 

“It would not be prudent for the city to embark on the 
manufacture of street cars. The investment entailed would 
be sc extensive as to burden street railway operation with 
large overhead charges, which would seriously affect the 
economical administration of the system. After the primary 
needs of the consolidated street railway are met, the number 
of new cars required anually would not be sufficient to justify 
the maintenance of such a factory. Indeed, in the operation 
of street railways on this continent, it was found by operat- 
ing companies, almost without exception, most advantageous 
to purchase their requirements from the comparatively few 
manufacturers who specialise in street car production.”’ 


The municipal officials have recommended that the city 
should purchase its tramcars from concerns manufacturing 
them, instead of constructing its own cars. 
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British firms interested in this matter should communicate 
with Mr. R. C. Harris, Commissioner of Works, City Mall, 
Toronto. 





PROPAGANDA BY FILM. 

Since its organisation the Ontario Motion Picture Bureau 
has rapidly developed and now has 200 excellent films 
covering 82 different subjects, appearing daily before large 
audiences throughout Ontario, as well as in a number of 
places outside of Canada. Already over 700,000 persons 
(mainly rural residents) have enjoyed these pictures during 
the past vear. Moreover, arrangements are being perfected 
whereby during the next twelve months a leading motion 
picture company will release two films per month in between 
three and four hundred Canadian picture iheatres. 

The following summary will show the scope of the Ontario 
Government’s motion pictures at the beginning of February, 
1919 : — 


No. of 
Films. Projections 
Department of Public Highways ..... 7 
Department of Public Works ........... 1 36 
Department of Lands, Forests and 
BD sxtncsnsncrnbiansnieneisnamaseentiicen + 69 
Department of Agriculture ............. 70) 1,719 
82 1,938 


IinmMs IN AGRICULTURE AND EDUCATION. 


The Department of Agriculture has utilised its 47 District 
Representatives—each of whom is furnished with a motion 
picture equipment, complete to a storage battery for its own 
power when necessary—in presenting the pictures to the 
pneuple nearly 2,000 times, interspersed with reels of approved 
comedy, drama, or travel by way of diversion. Other 
Departments of the Ontario Government are planning to use 
the films to a greater extent in educational work, and thirty 
new films on various subjects are now in course of prepara- 
tion. Among them will be included the activities of the 
Ontario Soldiers’ Aid Commission, butter making, pulp and 
paper manufacture, fish hatcheries, etc. 

The motion picture enterprise of the Ontario Government 
has proved an unqualified success even though still in its 
infancy. Demands for the films come from all quarters, 
not only in Ontario and in distant provinces, but from the 
United States. Public entertainment houses take them 
eagerly. Schools, colleges, social organisations, both local 
and national, agricultural societies, etc., apply for them. 
For example, Ontario films have been sent to the Provincial 
Highway Board of Nova Scotia, to the Community Motion 
Picture Bureau, New York, for use in its military camps 
and its Khaki University overseas. Five portable machines 
with 28 reels, covering 22 subjects, are already in use at the 
Canadian Khaki University, London, England. At the 
Canadian Camp Dinner, in New York City, one of the 
Ontario Government films, featuring Algonquin Park, 
Muskoka, and Lake of Bays, was shown to an audience of 
nearly 600 guests. 

Not only have Ontario Government films been shown to 
over 200 organisations, farmers’ clubs, women’s institutes, 
dairy and horticultural associations, motor leagues, teachers’ 
conventions, etc., but they have aided in various war loan 
campaigns. At fairs and exhibitions they were also 
prominent. ‘‘The Great Clay Belt,’? ‘Ontario Fisheries,”’ 
‘Fish as Food,’’ and ‘‘Bread Making,’’ were some Ontario 
Government films shown at the fairs held in Toronto, Ottawa, 
London, Sault Ste. Marie, Windsor, Guelph, Kemptville. 
and Oakville. 





—_ 


SOUTH AFRICA. 





LICENCES AND PROPERTY TAN. 

The ‘‘Cape of Good Hope Official Gazette” of the 5th May 
contains an Ordinance to increase the amount of licence fees 
payable by general dealers and importers during the year 
1920. The licence fee payable,by a general dealer for that 
vear will be as follows :— 

Yearly Licence, Ist January to 3lst December, £7 10s. 

Half-vearly Licence, Ist July to 3lst December, £3 15s. 

Nothing contained in this Ordinance shall be construed 
or taken as affecting the amount of licence fee payable by 
any general trader under any proclamation. 

The licence fee payable by an importer in respect of goods 
imported in the year 1920 shall be double the respective 
amounts specified in the first schedule of the Licences 
(Consolidation) Ordinance in 1916. 


IMMOVABLE PROPERTY Tax. 


The same number of the ‘‘Gazette’’ contains an Ordinance 
of the 5th May tixing the amount of the Provincial Im- 
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movable Property Tax for the financial year commencing the 
first day of April, 1919, and indemnifying the administrator 
and certain collectors of the tax in respect of certain ex- 
tensions of time for payment granted and interest waived. 
The amount of the tax to be levied and paid shall be at the 
rate of 2d. for every pound sterling of the amount of the 
taxable value of the property subject to the tax. No tax 
will be payable in Walvis Bay. 


EUROPE. 
KOUMANIA. 











CONTROL OF SHARES IN ENEMY 
UNDERTAKINGS. 

With reference to the notice on the control of shares 1" 
enemy undertakings, which appeared on p. 749 of the 
‘ Journal > of 12th June, the tollowing notuce, dated Ist 
July, is issued by the Roumanian Legation in Loudon :— 


Persons and companies domiciled in the United Kingdom 
who hold shares in companies incorporated under Roumanian 
Law. which on or after the 28th Angust, 1916, have been 
sequestered or placed under the control of the Roumanian 
Government are hereby notified that, in order to comply 
with the provisions of the Decree-Law of the Kingdom of 
Roumania, No. 13538, of the 29th March, 1919, and the 
decision of the Department of Industry and Commerce of 
the Roumanian Government, No. 5452, of the 5th March, 
1919, they must within ten days from Ist July present 
their share certificates in such companies to the Roumanian 
Legation, 4, Cromwell Place, London, S.W.7, for the pur- 
pose of being viséd and stamped. 

In the case of shares which were held by the present owner 
prior to the 28th August, 1916, proof must be produced in 
support of this. 

With regard to the securities which have been transferred 
or negotiated since the 2tth August, 1916, proof must be 
given that on that date they were not held by or for account 
of subjects of countries with which Roumania has been at 
war nor in the meantime have been so held. 

The share certificates must be accompanied by a schedule 
in triplicate, giving the numbers and denomination of the 
shares held. 

The following is the tull list of companies to which the 
present notice refers : — 

Erdoel Industrie. 

Societatea Express (in liquidation). 

Societatea Erderti (Bacau). 

Societatea Forestiera. 

Societatea Feher and Comp. 

Sovietatea Fenix, 

Societatea Furtuna (Jassy). 

Societatea Filaret. 

tabrica de Tricotage a Societatii Anonime Romana. 

Societatea Goetz. 

Societatea Gruia Dudesii. 

Societatea Coroana (Fabrica de Produse Chimice). 

Societatea Ganz. 

Societatea Iltov (Fabrica de Cherestea). 

Societatea Import-Export. 

Socretatea Continental (Campina). 

Lissing and Moelman (Buzau). 

Societatea Lignitul. 

Kabrica Luther. 

Societatea Motru. 

Lloydul Roman. 

Societatea Lessel. 

Loteria de Stat. 

Magazinele Generale si Antrepozitele ‘‘Obor.”’ 

Societatea Marasti. 

IK.K. Oelsyndicat (Ploesti). 

Orenstein and Loppel. 

Petrol-Block (under control). 

Societatca Rahova (Lak-Blau). 

Societatea Romana-Germana. 

Societatea Anonima Silvica Romana. 

societatea Anonima de Comert. 

Societatea Siemens-Schukert. 

Societatea de Navigatie de Vapoare pe Dunare. 

Societatea Romana de Produse Chimice. 

Societatea ‘‘Stella.”’ 

Societatea Romana-Germana (Telega). 

Societatea Austro-Ungara-Romana. 

Heinrich Schwarz Soehne. 

Societatean Germana-Romana pentry Valorificarea Matelor. 

Societatea Tisita. . 

Societatea de Electricitate ‘‘ Tudor.”’ 

The Putna Saw Mills Company, Ltd. 

Societatea ‘* Union.”’ 


Juny 3, 1919. 
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Societatea ‘‘ Vega.”’ 

Brown-Boveri. 

Societatea Arges (under control). 
Societatea Auxiliara. 

A.E.G. (Uzina Electrica). 

Societatea de Asigurari ** Ancora.’’ 
Societatea Agrara. 

Societatea Alianta. 

Banca Generala Romana. 

Banca de Credit Roman. 

[. M. Bendik & Comp. 

Societatea Anonima tosta Behles. 
Berliner Holz Comptoir. 

Buhusi (Fabrica de Postav). 
Societatea Buzau Nehoias. 

Creditul Petrolifer. 

Societatea Concordia. 

Societatea ‘‘ Carpati.”’ 

Fabrica de Zahar Chitila (under control). 
Compania Generala de Electricitate. 
Societatea Carbon. 

Societatea ‘‘ Coroana Romana.’’ 
Societatea ‘‘ Ceres.” 

Societatea ‘‘ Ceahlaul.”’ 

Societatea ‘‘ Carpatia.”’ 

Societatea ‘‘Caminul Propriu.”’ 
Dresdner-Bank. 
Societatea ‘‘Districutia.’ 
Societatea ‘‘Diana.”’ 
Societatea Electrica. 
Societatea Silvica ‘‘Marnero’’ (Bacau). 
Societatea Co-operativa (Botosani). 
Societatea Co-operativa ‘‘Viitorul’’ (Botosani). 
Societatea Tramvaiul Electric (Jassy). 
Societatea ‘‘Vasilatu’’ (Valcea). 
Holtz-Comptoir Company (Dolj). 

Moara ‘‘Raiul’’ (Jassy). 

Uzina Electrica (assy). 

Fabrica de Tabacarie ‘‘Concordia’’ (Jassy). 
Mabrica de Tricotage Hodan and Cave (Jassy). 
Societatea ‘‘Astra Romana.”’’ 


? 





CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 





EXPORT LICENCES. 

The following announcement has been made by the 
Czecho-Slovak Ministry of Finance :— 

The Export Licences for goods wo tbe exported from 
('zecho-Slovakia to all destinations will be granted by the 
Komise pro dovoz a vyv.z v Praze (the Import and Export 
Commussion, Prague), subject to the condition that pay- 
nents for such goods have been made through the Cesko- 
Slovenska devisova Ustredna v Praze (Czecho-Slovak Clear- 
ing Bank, Prague). 





ESTHONIA. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN PEACE TIME. 


(Furnished by the Esthonian Delegation at Paris.) 
The centre of Esthonian foreign trade, the seaport of 
Reval—in comparison with which the other Esthonian sea- 
ports, such as Pernau, Narva, Arensburg, etc., are of much 
less importance—is influential all over the Esthonian terri- 
tory, as it Is the nearest to Moscow, the centre of Russian 
trade. 





Before the war cheap railway rates directed the exporta- 
tion of Russian wheat to the southern Baltic ports, i.¢., 
to Riga, Libau, Vindau, and this did not permit Reval 
to be developed to its full capacity as an export port. Con- 
sequently, importations at Reval usually exceeded exports 
more than thrice, owing to which vessels were often com- 
pelled to make the return trip in ballast, thus causing 
treights to be high. 

TraDE OF THE Ports. 


Foreign trade totals for the following years were : — 


1914. 1913. 1912. 
Poods. Poods. Poods. 
Reval— 
So 18,600,000 21,900,000 21,600,000 
eee 69,000,000 78,300,000 71,500,000 
Pernau--- 
3 eee 500,000 2,500,000 — 
Imports ......... 900,000 2,300,000 1,900,000 
Narva— 
Exports ......... 500,000 2,500,000 _- 
ai, Te 2,900,000 2,300,000 £,300.000 
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IMPORTS. 

lmportations chiefly consisted of :—Coal (1913), 26,400,000 
poods: cotton (1913), 2,300,000 poods:; articles of artistic 
interest, 1,200,000 poods; machinery and apparatus, 700,000 
poods : iron, 400,000 poods ; herrings, 200,000 poods. Accord- 
ing to the value, 80 per cent. of the imports were raw and 
halt-produced materials for local manufacturers and works. 
The chief importers in order of importance were: United 
Kingdom, Denmark, and Holland. 

The goods exported were: wheat (1913), 2,600,000 poods ; 
barley (1913), 2,600,000 poods; rye, 2,500,000 poods; flax, 
800.000 poods; linseed, 300,000 poods. 

Ksthonia, being an agricultural country, was able to meet 
the local demands in peace time with regard to agricultural 
products, with the exception of the larger towns, which had 
food also imported from Russia. 

Of Esthonian products flax, linseed and in smaller quanti- 
ties, dairy products, timber, and in exceptional cases, spirits, 
found their way to foreign markets, while certain super- 
fluous products were mainly absorbed by Petrograd. 


Errect oF THE War. 

At the beginning of the war with Germany the Baltic Sea 
was practically closed for Russian trade, and local trade 
was consequently also paralysed, business being only trans- 
acted, with Finland. The Russian forces in Esthonia were 
practically maintained by local food supplies. 

During the German occupation requisitions took the form 
of armed robberies, resulting often in armed fights between 
the local people and German troops. Requisitioned food 
was sent to the Western front, while the local rations daily 
diminished, and food products disappeared from the 
markets. Meat was not allowed in Reval. When the 
Germans left they took all they had plundered, which was 
very badly needed, but they sold it in very small quantities 
to local people at 11 roubles per pood, requesting in return 
linseed. 

Owing to the scarcity of coal the Germans began to cut 
down the woods tor fuel. Works and railways use timber 
even now as fuel owing to the absence of coal. The timber 
trade is therefore in danger. Paraffin and other mineral 
oils were taken from the country, and in view of the fact 
that it is out of the question to instal electric lighting owing 
to the inpossibility of getting electrical plant and 
necessary materials, the country is in darkness. Portions 
of the works are closed owing to absence of naphtha, while 
automobiles and motors cannot be used because there is no 
petrol. 

ArtER-War Prospects. 

tealisation of Esthonian independence will considerably 
alter and enlarge Esthonian foreign trade. Imports will, in 
the commencement, as before, be-chiefly tor the use of local 
manutacturers and works. teval consumes annually 
25,000,000 poods of coal, besides which iron and steel should 
be imported for use of the large Reval shipbuilding, wagon 
and imachine-construction works. The former importation 
of metal was:—From abroad, about 2,500,000 poods; from 
Russia in 1913, approximately 2,000,000 poods ; chemicals in 
1913, 700,000 poods to the value of about 15,000,000 roubles ; 
salt (1913), by sea from abrcead, 1,000,000 poods. In addition, 
instruinents, machinery, valuables, agricultural implements, 
electrical plant and instruments, paraffin (1913, by sea, 
217,000 poods) ; herrings, etc., should be imported. 

Until Russia has been reconstructed, Esthonian exports 
will consist chiefly of local products, ¢.¢., flax (approximately 
1,100,000 poods per annum); linseed (up to 600,000 poods per 
annum); paper and cellulose (1,000,000 per annum); dairy 
products, chiefly butter (from 600-700,000 poods per annum) ; 
spirit (over 3,000,000 vedros) pure spirit per annum, 
which will be approximately as much as was exported formerly 
by the whole of Russia); cement and, to same extent also, 
timber. 

TRANSIT TRADE. 

In view of the fact that Reval is the nearest harbour to 
important Russian trade centres, it can safely be stated 
that a- soon as Russia is again in a position to resume 
commercial intercourse, immense quuntities of Russian im- 
ports and exports will pass through Reral. 

It must be pointed out that the harbour extension and 
improvements should shortly be completed. Reval was 
scarcely able to combat with the quantities that previously 
passed through it. In 1913, 63,000,000 poods passed through 
this port, while the facilities for importation and exporta- 
tion there were approximately for 55,000,000 poods. 
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STOCKS. 

Coming back to the present and urgent needs of Esthonia 
it should be stated that Esthonia could export at the 
moment :— 

1,000,000 poods of flax. 
300,000 poods of linseed. 
3,000,000 poods of cement 
Import REQUIREMENTS. 
Esthonia most urgently requires : — 
10,000 tons of wheat. 
30,000 tons of coal. 
1,500 tons of paraffin. 
1,000 tons of sugar. 
10,000 tons of salt. 
200 tons of benzine. 
400 tons of machine oil. . 

Agricultural implements, linen goods, chemicals, metals, 
cotton, motor tyres, rubber goods, fishing nets, etc., are also 
required. 





AFRICA. 


PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 
COMMERCIAL SITUATION IN BEIRA. 


The port of Beira is to a very great extent dependent 
upon the transit trade to and from Rhodesia for a large 
proportion of its prosperity. The transit trade of Beira is 
served by Rhodesia as far as Bulawayo, and also by the 
Belgian Congo. As railways develop, another port may be 
found to handle the exports of the Belgian Congo, but Beira 
must always be the natural port of Rhodesia. . 

It has a population of about 306,000 all told in the 
territory governed by the Companhia de Mozambique. Of 
these about 2,000 are white, 1,500 Asiatics, and the remainder 
natives. The white population are largely employed by the 
Government or railways; a certain aumber are engaged in 
farming or mining. 

The native population supply the labour for the mines 
and farms, and, as in the Union of South Africa, the supply 
does not equal the demand. So short was the supply of 
labour for reaping the last mealie crop that many British 
farmers were obliged to bring boys from Rhodesia, at. con- 
siderable cost and difficulty. The average wages for a native 
in Beira are from 30s, to 5Us. per month, and in the country 
about 15s. per month. On the mines the native pay is 
considerably higher. 

All the usual Kaffir truck required by the natives residing 
in the Mozambique Company’s territory and in Rhodesia 
is imported through Beira, and comprises a very large pro- 
portion of the local and transit trade of that port. 

MANUFACTURES. . 

Few factories ¢xist in the district at present. Soda-water 
is manufactured only for local consumption, and bricks are 
made only in sufficient quantities to meet the needs of local 
builders. Timber is cut and used locally for railway sleepers. 
A heavy timber grows, known as Zimbeti, resembling the 
Chanfuti of this district, and not unlike mahogany. 
This timber, used considerably in the manufacture of local 
furniture, would possibly be suitable for export, but up to 
the present its exportation has been prohibited by the com- 
pany. <A number of local motor boats and tugs have been 
constructed ef this timber with the best possible resuits.. 

MARKET SITUATION. 

Heavy stocks are held at the present time by most of the 
merchants and firms represented -in Beira, but the prices 
continue steady, and no rapid fall is anticipated. An exten- 
sive hinterland is served by the port, and the demands 
as to price are easily met. 

The price of rice, gunnies, tea, and a few similar commo- 
dities imported from India has dropped considerably, but 
cotton goods, piece-goods, and Kaffir truck generally remain 
at their war level. The whole supply of flour is in the hands 
of the Government, who sell ‘it at a fixed rate to retailers 
through the National Bank of South Africa. 

Exports. 

Six years ago 10 maize was grown to any extent in the 
territory of the Companhia de Mozambique. In 1917, 130,000 
bags were exported, and 155,000 bags in 1918. In 1920 it is 
estimated that about 200,000 bags will be exported. The chief 
districts for growing maize are north of the Amatongas as 
far as Macequece on the Portuguese frontier. 

Four sugar plantations are under cultivation. ‘Two on 
the Zambezi, at Villa Fontes and Marromeu. These estates 
produce together some 50,000 tons of sugar, which is tran- 
shipped at Chinde and again at Beira. The other two 
estates are situated on the Buzi River; the Illovo Estates, 
producing some 12,000 tons per annum, and the Companhia 
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Colonial de Buzi, which estate produces about 5,000 tons 
per annum. 

The whole of the sugar export is handled through the 
port of Beira. 

The great difficulty in dealing with raw materials for 
export from this Province, is the question of shipping and 
eollecting the produce for export at one of the ports where 
ocean-going vessels can call. The Germans, in 20 years’ ex- 
perience, solved this problem and thereby practically obtained 
a monopoly. Their system was to have a regular service of 
semi-cargo passenger ships calling at Lourenco Marques, 
Beira and Mozambique. These were fed by light craft 
steamers, powerful tugs drawing large high-sea lighters. 
that could call at all the small ports and collect the various 
products. They could thus regularly visit Inhambane, 
Chinde, Mohambasi, Fernandez Velloso, Angoche, etc., etc., 
and clear these ports of their products at very cheap rates 
of freight and load them on the ocean-going steamers at 
the big ports. Some system of this nature, it is suggested, 
should be adopted by the British shipping companies. {n 
order to obtain the bulk of the export. 


DEVELOPMENT IN MtnERAL PRODUCTION. 


At Inchopa, about 160 miles from Beira, tin has been 
discovered in paying quantities. At present the development 
of the work is in its elementary stages, but the prospects 
are good. 

Copper is being worked at Edmundian, near Umtali. The 
working of these mines is in the hands of a syndicate. In 
1913, 4,816 tons of copper were obtained. In 1917, 307 tons, 
and in 1918 207 tons, were exported. The prospects for 1919 
are good, and it is estimated that the mines should produce 
80 tons per month. 

Up to the present the ore has been sent to Rhodesia for 
treatment. A new plant is. however, nearing completion, 
which will enable the Syndicate to deal with the ore at 
Edmundian. 

In what is known as the Macequece Gold Belt, a consider- 
able number of small mines are being worked for gold. At 
present the gold is chiefly obtained from surface washing. 
All rocks and streams in this region bear traces of gold, and 
it is probable that a great future still lies before this 
district. The largest mine now working is the Andrada 
Mine. 

Although no coal is being worked in the territory, it is 
certain that coal exists, though in what quantity has not 
yet been ascertained. 

It is said that a coalfield exists about 130 miles from 
Beira towards Chindio on the Zambezi. Should this prove 
to be correct, the time may come when Beira develops into 
a bunkering port of note. 

The transit trade of Beira in minerals is shown by the 
following table :— 


1918. 1919. 
Tons. Tons 
(estimated). 
Copper 28 000 46,000 
Asbestos 9 000 15,000 
Lead a 11,000 12,000 
Chrome Ore 37 000 60,000 


Practically the whole of the machinery used in the produc- 
tion of these minerals passes through the port. 


Rat_tway DEVELOPMENTS. 


At present only one railway line has been constructed in 
the Beira district, running from Beira to Macequece and 
Umtali, called the Beira and Mashonaland Railway. and 
operated entirely by British emplovees. 

Another railway is. however, about to be constructed. It 
will link up the Central African Railways with Beira. and 
will be constructed from Chindio on the Central African 
Railways to a point on the Beira and Mashonaland Railway 
about 20 miles out of Beira. The total distance will be about 
200 miles, and the survey has been completed. The gauge 
is to be 3 ft. 6 in.. the gauge common to all the South 
African Railways. 

As at present the Beira and Mashonaland Railways as 
far as possible obtain all their supplies in the United King- 
dom, it is probable that all materials required for con- 
struction and the necessary rolling stock for this new line 
will be obtained in the United Kingdom also. 

The line presents no abnormal difficulties, excepting the 
bridge over the Zambezi. and the estimated time for con- 
struction is two vears. 

One of the effects of this line will be that although 
Morromeu will send its sugar to Chinde by the Zambezi 
River, Sena and all the factories in that district will certainly 
despatch their sugar by rail. Instead of loading sugar at 
Sena, transhipping it at Chinde, and possibly again tran- 
shipping it at Beira, the sugar will be railed to Beira and 
shipped to its destination. 

There is also a possibility, though no survey has vet been 
made, that a railway will be constructed from Melsetta to 
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Villa Perry. Should this line be constructed, a large area 
of farming land would be opened up 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE Port. 

A plan has been passed, and the work is to be executed 
immediately, for deepening the lighter Channel so that 
lighters can approach the wooden jetties at all states of 
the tide to load or discharge cargo. A very great saving in 
time will ensue from this work, as at present at low tide 
work is almost at 2 standstill. 

A much more ambitious scheme is at present before the 
Beira and Mashonaland Railway Board, 7.e., the construc- 
tion of a solid masonry wharf for ocean-going vessels. 
The construction of this wharf will play a large part in the 
future development of the port of Beira. 


— 








ASIA. 
CHINA. 


TRADE OF FOOCHOW IN 1918. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 








FoocHow. 

The gross value of the trade in Foochow in 1918 as shown 
by the Customs returns was Hk. tls. 29,679,569, as compared 
with Hk. tls. 29,842,529 in 1917, an insignificant decrease 
of tls. 164,960. The average value of the Haikwan tael in 
1918 was 5s. 3 7-16d., giving the value of the trade in 
sterling as £7,844,990. The value during the same period 
of the foreign trade of the port was tls. 8,691,559 as against 
tls. 7,813,794 in 1917, and of the native trade tls. 20,988,010 
as against tls. 22,028,734. Of the total trade nearly two- 
thirds, or tls. 18,946,003, was steamer-borne, while the 
remainder arrived or left the port by native junks. 

Compared with 1913, when the gross value of the trade 
was tls. 36,472,629, the total for 1918 shows a deficit of 
nearly tls. 7,000,000, but the returns nevertheless are by no 
means discouraging. Both foreign and native trade 
were carried on during the year under unusually adverse 
conditions, the foreign trade being especially affected by the 
complete closing to Foochow teas of the Russian market and 
the native trade by the disturbed state of the Fukien 
Province during the latter half of 1918. That in the eir- 
cumstances the figures for the year should compare so 
favourably with those of 1917 shows the vitality of Chinese 
trade. 

Exports TO FoREIGN COUNTRIES. 

The Customs returns give the value of the foreign imports 
as tls. 5,692,073, and of the exports as tls. 2,999,486. The 
total foreign trade of the port thus shows an advance of 
tls. 877,765, or about 11 per cent. over the figures of 1917. 
The increase was entirely in exports, the actual value of 


which, if re-exports of Santuao tea are included, 
was tls. 3,745,707, as compared with tls. 2,381,137. 


This increase exists only in the Customs figures, which 
greatly understated the value of the foreign exports in 
1917 by omitting from them and including in the native 
trade very nearly half the Foochow teas transhipped at 
Shanghai to foreign countries. Though accurate figures 
are not available, the value of the foreign exports in 1917 
was at least tls. 1,200,000 higher than the figure given in 
the Customs returns, so that instead of a large increase in 
1918 there was really little or no difference in the trade of 
the two years. 
Imvorts FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

The value of the imports into Foochow from foreign 
countries was tls. 5,692,073, as compared with tls. 6,015,583: 
in 1917. Though both these figures show a considerable 
falling off from those of 1913, the last year unaflected by 
the war. when the value of the trade was tls. 9,450,347, the 
only cause for surprise is that the decrease was not greater 
than it has been. When internal disorders are considered 
it is not surprising that the demand for foreign goods, the 
average price of which was nearly doubled since the war, has 
shown a considerable decline. The revival of the tea trade, 
which should follow the removal of the restrictions in the 
United Kingdom and other countries on the import of tea, 
and the re-opening, when it comes, of the Russian market, 
may to some extent retrieve the situation by stimulating 
the export trade. But prosperity cannot fully return unti 
internal disorder ceases. 

Cotton Goons. 


The decrease in the foreign import trade is more than 
accounted for by the decline in the value of the cotton goods 
imported, which fell from tls. 1,733,382 in 1917 to 
tls. 1,260,509. Among the chief items imported from the 
United Kingdom, grey shirtings fell from 52,789 pieces in 
1917 to 35,772; white shirtings from 13,601 pieces to 10,516; 
and T-cloths from 17,807 pieces to 7.758. The Japanese 
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have again improved their position. They increased their 


Iniport of grey shirtings to 8,674 pieces, divided with Great 
Britain the supply of drills (7,296 pieces) and jeans (4,811 
pieces), and gave further indications ot monopolising the 
import of T-cioths by supplying 44,155 pieces out of a total 
import of 51,9138. It is only in white shirtings, cotton 
italians, cambrics and similar cloths that the British position 
continues to be unassailable. In cloths the competition of 
the Chinese mills at Shanghai ts only felt as yet in sheetings 
and driils, of which they supplied 12,690 and 19,849 pieces 
respectively, but there was also an import of 6.008 pieces of 
native tancy cloth, and of 7,651 piculs of nankeens valued 
at tls. 281,905. 

The most striking feature, however, of the trade in 
cottons in 1915 is not the decline in piece-goods but the 
great drop’in the import of indian yarn, which fell by 
two-thirds to 4,048 piculs, being for the first time exceeded 
in quantity by the import from Japan of 4,157 piculs. The 
import of Indian yarn in 1913 was 30,569 piculs, and since 
then it has steadily decreased. Though the import of native 
yarn rose to 12,415 piculs in 1918, as compared with 0,516 
piculs in the previous year, the increase by no means made 
up for the decline in the foreign article. How steady this 
decline has been will be seen from the following table, which 
shows the import of cottom yarn trom all sources since the 
vear 1912 :— 

Chinese 


Indian Japanese 


Year varn, varn. yarn. Total. 

Piculs. Piculs. Piculs. Piculs. 
ots | 30.569 1.07] 12.549) 11,189 
holt a 91 G58 1046 20,699 46.508 
IQie — LR 383 L566 LS 007 38 O46 
LO16 ... 18,530 | 87 9 536 PQ OAL) 
LOT vec.-« pape 3.8833 YOLG 26 076 
DIS oo... Lads 1517 12.415 20) 620 


As there has been no corresponding increase, but rather a 
decrease, during the period mentioned in the import of both 
foreign and native plece-goods, it is obvious that the people 
of Pukien are now using less than hait the quantity of cloth 
(hat they found necessary for their wants five vears ago, 
for which the only possible explanation seems to be that cher 
purchasing power has so diminished that they cannot afford 
to buy the old quantity. 


The import of woollens is tnsignthieant. Out of a total 
value of only ths. OES85, woollen varns and Berlin’ wool 
accounted for tls. 43.057. 

\MIerans. 

Lead (1002 preuls), tin tn slabs (2.128 preuls), and tinned 
plates (2,128 preuls) are the only metals of any value im- 
ported = Mach item shows a slight decrease in quantity as 
compared with Tle. The total import was worth tls. 
Ji GOS. 
' Orner Propucerts. 

The total value ot other foreign products tmperted into 
hoochow in TITS was ths. 8.732.050. The chief items in order 
of value were sugar, kerosene oil, fish and fishery products, 
hiatches, leather, coal, and cigarettes. 

There was a large increase in the quantity of sugar t- 
ported, which advanced from 65,028 piculs in LOL? to LLO 347 
pleuls, valued at ths. fO2,079, of which Hongkong sent 
tls, 537,079, and dapan ths. 165.000. Kerosene oil also 
advanced trom 1,322,260 gallons in Tobe, when the import 
Was unusually small, to 2,026,716 gallons, valued at tls. 
OW 971 a figure also much below the average. The American 
Import was 766,832 gallons, the remainder coming trom 
Sumatra, Borneo, and Japan. There was a noticeable 
dechne in Japanese oil, of which the import tell from 409,110 
vallons to 151.997. The rise in the cost of kerosene oil, even 
the silver price of which has more than doubled, has con 
siderably diminished the demand. 


Or: the other items amongst the sundries in which British 
trade is interested, cigarettes rose in value from tls, 59,165 
in 1917 to tls. 97,664. This is almost the only item, other 
than munitions of war, which has benefited by the disturbed 
state of the province, the chief consumers being the northern 
troops. Soap (tls. 59,717), hosiery (tls. 59,717), and candics 
(tls. 26,110) all show a decline, Japan not only supplied 
as usual all the matches (tls. 140,754) and coal (tls 117,215) 
imported from abroad, but also monopolised the import of 
munitions of war (tls. 138,502), electrical material 
(tls. 67,891), machinery (tls. 63,9735, and leather purses 
(tls, 14,323). 

Tut Foretan Tea Trane. 

Although 1918S was a vear even poorer than L9I7 for the 
tea trade, a largely increased export of local timber to 
Japan made up to some extent for the falling away in tea. 

The total quantity of tea exported trom Foochow in 1918 
was 213,959 piculs, of which 81,603 piculs were black teas, 
specially prepared for foreign consumption, and 132,356 
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pieuls green and other teas for Chinese consumption. Out 
of these totals 42.260 piculs of black teas and 9,233 piculs 
of green and other teas, valued altogether at ths. 1L,578.987, 
are recorded by the Customs as having been shipped to 
foreign countries, but there can be no doubt that, as in 
1917, only to a much smaller extent, a certain proportion 
of the black teas shipped to Chinese ports eventually found 
their way abroad, mainly via Tientsin and Newchwang to 
Siberia. 

The best foreign customer tor Foochow teas in 1918 was 
Hongkong, which alone took 39,151 piculs, or nearly four- 
fifths of the total foreign export. Most of the tea sent to 
Hongkong is transhipped thence to Saigon, Manila and 
Singapore, while a small portion finds its way back to China. 
The balance ot 12,342 piculs was divided between South 
America, the United States, India, Australia, France, 
Japan, and Morocco. In 1915, when the trade was still 
only very slightly affected by the war, the total export of 
tea from lFoochow was 294,803 piculs, of which 181,006 piculs 
were black teas, practically all of which went abroad, and 
113,797 green and other teas. Great Britain took 57,503 
piculs of the total in 1915, and Russia 30,467 piculs. In 
I9LS Britain took only 112 piculs and Russia nothing. 


The termination of the war and the removal of — the 
restrictions in Great Britain on the unport of Chinese teas 
lave, of course, greatly improved the outlook for the coming 
season. A big demand tor local teas 1s expected from the 
Continent, where they have always been popular, and which 
must’ be quite denuded of supphes. It is improbable, how- 
ever, that the trade will regain its former prosperity until 
the Russian market again opens and the silver exchange 
hecomes less unfavourable. 

Orner Kxvorts. 

Though tea agai headed the list ot exports irom loochow 
mn IDIS, its total value amounting to tis. 4,541,956, it was 
run very close by timber, tls. 4,125,051, the demand tor 
which was greatly stimulated by the general scarcity due to 
the war. ‘Phe export, in fact, would have been considerably 
vreater than it was but tor the disturbed state of the 
Province, in consequence of which many hundreds of ratts 
were held up tor inonths in the imterior. The most notable 
feature about the trade was the demand which sprang up 
abroad for the local product, tor which previously there had 
been no market Gutside China. Japan took poles to the 
value of tls. 914,104, while sott wood planks to the value 
ot tls. 237,088 were sent to Singapore, probably to be con- 
verted into kerosene oil boxes. Though the export during 
the present year will probably even exceed that of 1918, the 
Province is being so rapidly denuded of its torests that at 
the present rate of consumption the supply of timber suit- 
able for export cannot last more than another three or tour 
vears. 

SHIPPING. 


~ As in previous vears, the Chinese steamers were mostly 
engaged in the Shanghai trade, the British steamers in the 
Hongkong trade, and the Japanese steamers in the trade 
with Formosa and North China. The junk traffic, helped 
hy high ftreights, had another very prosperous year. The 
profits of the inland steam navigation trafic, in which some 
two dozen Jaunches and small steamers are regularly en 
gaged, were somewhat curtailed by the high price of coal. 
In this connection H.M. Vice-Consul at Pagoda Anchorage 
reports that there is an opening at this port tor the sale 
of internal-combustion oi) engines, He particularly recom- 
mends the Seandinavian hot-bulb ignition system as being 
more atiractive to Chinese than those machines in which 
ignition is set up by magneto or battery. If a simple marme 
engine of this type burning crude oil could be put on the 
market at a reasonable price, he believes that it would be 
adopted by all launch owners in the place of their present 
steam engines. 


INDUSTRIAL AND MINING ENTERPRISES. 


With the exception of the Government Dockyard, the 
Arsenal, and the Electric Light Works, the only industries 
using foreign machinery which have prospered are the locai 
saw mills. These saw mills, however, all owe their origin 
to foreign rather than Chinese enterprise, but, proving un- 
profitable under toreign management, they have most oi 
them been sold or leased to Chinese subjects, who have 
made them quite remunerative concerns. Within the last 
two years a British company has established a new and up- 
to-date saw mill at Pagoda Anchorage, and more recently 
a Japanese saw mill has been opened. Both these new milit 
ure apparently experiencing the same difficulties as thesz 
predecessors under foreign management in obtaining ade- 
quate supplies of lumber from the interior, partly owing to 
the disturbed conditions prevailing in the Province. 

The development of the mineral resources of the Province, 
which are believed to be considerable, has been somewhat 
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retarded during the vear under review by the disturbed 
state of the interior. Oniv the molybdenum mines, which 
are situated in the neighbourhood of Foochow, were able to 
continue operations without interruption, and though the 
possibilities of these mines are alleged to be very great, their 
output was insignificant, and the exports of molybdenam 
Other mines in this district on 
a COpper, 


only amounted to 15 piculs. 
which work has been started are two lead mines, 
a coal, and a zine mine. In every case the surtace only of 
the deposit has been scratched, the capital of the native 
companies which have been formed to operate them heing 
quite inadequate to purchase the necessary machinery and 
develop them in a proper manner. In addition to the miaes 
mentioned, applications have been made for permission to 
work several more molybdenum mines, another coal mine, 
and some alleged gold and iron deposits. 

The most valuable mining deposits in the province are 
generally believed to be the iron deposits in the Anchi and 
Yungchun districts in the Amoy district, though there 
appears to be no suitable coal in that neighbourhood. A 
(Chinese company, with a nominal capital cf 5,000,000 dols.. 
has been tormed to work them. 


IVER) EMPROVEMENT. 

The improvement of the Min River between Moochow and 
Pagoda Anchorage, the Foochow bor steamers, in 
accordance with the project cutlined by the Engineer-1n 
Chief of the Whangpoo Conservancy Board, has heen 
sanctioned and is to be taken in hand in the summer of LIT). 
lt is proposed by a system of cribs and other training works 
to straighten the channel and remove the sandbanks which 
now obstruct its course. Tf the expectations of the Engincer- 
in-Chief are realised, the depth of the river throughout the 
whole of the ten miles which separate the two places, will be 
increased to a minimum of ten teet at low water and sixteen 


port at 


feet at high water—an immense convenience to the junk, 
cargo boat, and launch trafic whieh will be able to pls then 
on the river at all states of the tide. instead of at hich Water 
only. Tt is expected that the channel will be sufficrentls 
deepened to enable COasting steaibers to come Up to oo- 
chow instead of ending their yournes, as they mow do, at 


The COST oft the LN provements, whic I 


Pagoda Anchorage. 


is not expected to exceed CH EM) dols.. will be met byw a sur- 
tax of 5 per cent. on the Customs duties. 
Prosrects vor British TRApE. 
Whether. when normal conditions return. British trade 


will be able to recover the postition which it has lost during 
the past five years, will depend to a great extent on indus- 
trial conditions in the United Kinedom.  dapan has vers 
naturally taken fuil advantage ot the OpPporeunits otlfered 
her hy the war to extend her trade in every possible direc- 
tion, and her merchants have not only been able to replace 
enemy goods with Japanese wares. but have also cut very 
largely into our own trade, As it seems improbable thai 
the cost of British woods will return to its old level, some 
of the trade may be regarded as permanenti!y lost, but the 
superior guality of British manutactures will always ensure 
a market for them, and it is on maintaining and improving 
this superiority that manufacturers will have to rely in 
future for the extension of their trade rather than on anv 
hope of competing in price with similar native or Japanese 
wares. The Japanese import trade at this port has this 
advantage, that it is handled and very energetically pushed 
by Japanese merchants. Local British firms are not prepared 
to grant the long credits required by the native retailer, 
having been taught by experience that the profits of the 
import business are not commensurate with the risk which 
these credits This risk however, to be 
readily taken by Japanese merchants. recently a large 
order for British machinery was given by a local Chinese 


involve. appears, 


company toa Japanese firm, because they were willing to 
allow payment of the cost in instalments over a period ot 
three vears, interest at 6 per cent. being charged on the 


balance due. 





NETHERLAND EAST INDIES. 


COPRA, COCONUT OL, QUININE 
AND COFFEE. 


The tollowing figures of exports from Java and Madoera 
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There was a 260 per cent. increase in exports of quinine, 
This is attributable principally to the jarger quantities sent 
America, 


to Great Britain and Lndia. the 


and Japan. 
The 


United States of 


shrinkage in the export figures for coffee (nearly TU 


per cent.) was of a fairly all-round nature to all countries. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continucd. | IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE — continued. 
LATIN AMERICA. from Rs.3,700 to Ks.4,000 per kilo; medium at Rs.2,000 to 
is.2,200, and coarse at Rs.1 900 to Rs.2.050. 
The increase in the exports for the quarter—January to 
BRAZIL. March—is more apparent than real. The fivures tor ‘this 
Vear were 11.647 tons, as compared with 8.823 tons tor the 
TRADE OUTLOOK IN PARA. corresponding period ol L918, a difference of about 3.000 
rc BM. VieeLonsed) tons. This difference is approximately the amount of rubber 
| which the Banco do Brazil relicved the market of this time 
Notwithstanding the difficult conditions, trade in) Para last year, and of which only S00 tons have been exported to 
during the first three months of i919 was encouragingly good, date, so that a straight comparison is not obtainable. 
With increased Lralsport facilities and a relaxation. oi Detailed statistics have already been torwarded (see the 
restrictions on exports trom England, the import trade Journal’ of last week), but the following summary of the 
showed a gradual improvement, while progressive inercases iInonthly export figures—covering Para. Manaos end Iquitos 
im exports were generally registered. The predominating |  --may be given here :- 
feature m= the Inport trade was the steady How of mer- Tons. Tons. 
chandise from the United States, but this represents the L919, OLS. 
buliilment ot long-placed orders, which, to judge by com- | Janay | an BAW 2 QR 
plaints as to quality and prices, are not likely to be renewed. | ee f 2.990) 
Phe coastwise trade was exceedingly brisk. Goods now being | March ....... pete as dcabaathaeaa eats 1450 2.925 
received in Increasing quantities trom Southern Brazil a a 
markets are conumendable in most respects. But compared | L1.G47 8.893 
with similar imports from Europe in’ pre-war days, the | a — 
' prices for national products are equal, if not higher, and it | Of these totals, Great Britain and the United States took 
is confidently anticipated that as soon as British exporters | yyy, ‘ollawing supolies :— 
: resume therm old business preference will be given to the | “in eeu ) ose _—— 
horeren article, ones lor . kinds ot Knglish ne woods | LO19. LOLS. 
; at present are prohibitive. Manutacturers of every descrip- rp : a ae 
: nie. have, of hse advanced “a aie with the oe i uaetee hates 8 DaeSIE ‘oo ge 
Nyegs iil m= Po Kurope Pe 1.304 3.36.) 
conditions of the times, but trade generally ts good. On the ee ag ae an 
©. s4asHerica i wt) 
part or one or two Hitportbers there have been cases of refusal 
to accept goods trom America and England on arrival Ld? 4 893 
goods which had been ordered many months ago, in some 
cases the completion of orders. This is due to inflated prices, - entities oe 7 
and the belief that now the war is over there will be a rapid Pav Brest Customer, 
, return to pre-war prices, Fortunately, of the few cases that An analysis of exports of the different erades of rubber 
have ocenrred locally, the goods have been disposed of with reveals the most interesting fact that while the United 
: out much sacrifice. States of America is the “‘largest’’ customer tor Para rubber, 
- Mnrquiries tron: Great Britain concerning trade develop- Great Britain is the ‘best customer. In proportion to her 
r nent have been tainly numerous, and Knelish travellers have Imports KEneland receives far more fine Para rubber than 
nade them re-appearance in the market. With regard. to Goes the United States, and it) is only on its fine rubber 
A agricultural development mear the city of Para—in the zone that the prosperity ol the industry on the Amazon Valley 
served by the Braganca Railway, to which reference has been can be said to depend. Qt the ¢.250 tons which the United 
: Inade im previots reports a very favourable presston was States of America took trom Para during the quarter unde: 
1 obtammed during a VISE ot MMSpection hy al pare representing review, only 40 LOS Coblmemiced ot t lis best crade ay rubber. 
British and ANmertcam tterests. It was observed that whereas ineland, out ot her total Hepat ts of 1.590 tous, took 
¢ numerous forest clearings had been made and plantod with S024 tons of the finest qualitw. British ‘conservatism’? in 
mandioca, maize, and cotton, although there was a noticeable trade is proverbial, and at ois adiurably iilustrated in’ the 
Mi absence ob any system of permanence in the work an the dhove analysis, but it is a “comservatisne’ of a kind which 
: cultivated areas, Suggesting that the present ACLIVILY Is shout alas be dinned into the cars of those detractors 
5 more of the mature of a spasmodie effort. which could be Who allege that Great Britain has no svmpathy with the 
M) ahandoned at anv moment without @reat loss, than areal Brazilian imdustey, and that her only mterest is the develop- 
* attempt at agricultural development. ment ol plantation rubber in her Mastern Colonies. “Quality ’ 
ny oe ny has been the hallmark of British manutactures, anda 
- , ‘conservatisny which maintains that end is surely worthy 
A satistactory index of trade conditions is to he hound in of the Jughest praise and the widest publicity. | 
43 Utne banking Movement, whieh ois reported to have improved, Wi caniaa:. sate ih alate: Mitindaiaiais 
69 (Gceneral all-round increases were registered ino the export - 
” trade, and commercial bills were tairly plentiful: while a With regard to the future ot the Amazonas rubber 
Is large number of bills for collection reflected a higher per- industry, it Is lelt Ay sonic that It may vet have to pass 
7 centage of imports. The local market during the quarter |) Chrougtr tts real CTISIS, The period of reconstruction may be 
si was undisturbed by any exceptional circumstances, and considered a ‘hoo’ period; all over the world people are 
exchange rates remained very steady, as the following table desirous ol making up leeway in stocks ob raw materials ol 
demonstrates :— , all kinds, and there is an aconmpanving brisk demand. This 
vi Average monthly Average monthly = will be satistied—at any rate, in the case of rubber—during 
07 Purchasing Selling the present vear, atter which time the buying power of the 
ot rate fox G0 dave’ rate for 90 davs’ world will be entirely transformed. The outlook for the 
a Bills on London. Bills on London. local rubber industry at present, however, is considered 
January ........... UB275d. 13-07 1d. cood, The United States is makings great strides as a con- 
“| | MODPUATNV occcccccceee 1o-3821d. 13-17 1d. sumer, and, with an anticipated decrease in production in 
March | AEE Oe 13-351d. 13-210d. the Amazon Valley, both of fine and coarser grades, better 
Highest Lowest prices may he looked for. 
ond Purchasing rate Purchasing rate 
4 during month. during month. inal iee i aeae 
a , Fatinary ica ae oe earl 13°3-16d. 13-Od. | CHILE. 
an PORNMRER  ocecsesceass 13°3-8d. 13°7-32d. 
mm) ee, ee .. 13°17-32d. 13-11-32d. YEW STAMP TAN 
ities li is reported on reliable authority that the Banco Portu- sina STA. ame 
“on cnez do Brazil intend to open a branch in Para. The “Diario Oficial’ (Santiago) of 19th March publishes 
vs ; a Decree approving regulations for the apflication of the 
som Repprr Exports, . Stamp Tax imposed by Law No. 3.482 of 4th February last. 
175 Much activity was displayed in the rubber industry during The tax is applicable to legal documents, acts of the ad- 
1x8 the first quarter of the year. During the corresponding ministrative service, civil and commercial contracts, Bank 
a period of 19L8 the lack of shipping facilities and restrictions and Exchange operations, commercial documents (bills of 
29) on imports were factors of importance which have not had exchange, Invoices, Imsurance policies, receipts, ete.), ship- 
15 to be contended with this vear, and an increased exportation ping documents, trade mark registrations, ete., ete. The 
oo falls to be recorded. The receipts of rabber trou up river stamps and stamped paper will be of the following values :— 
4 were less than during the first three months of last vour bv. 5. 10, PO, 10 and SO centavos: and 1, 2. 5. lO, PO. 
i Pt.775 tons in LOLS fs AGAIN | lO.675 tons in LOE, The PD. OO, TOO and JSO0 PreOSOS, 
ty influenza epidemic levied a heavy toll trom wong the rubber The full text of the regulations and rates (im Spanish) 
SON pickers, znd there was conseqgue ntly a lessening of prodiac- May he consulted at the enquiry foom of the Department 
aoe tion, and the continued depression in prices was not con- | of Overseas Trade. 
ducive to an increased output. First grades were quoted at | Sa at -aniceicaiecarnieiiit 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS.— 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading 1n 
certain goods and to the special regulations governing trade 
with certain countries. In cases of doubt or difficulty 
reference should be made personally or by letter to the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, BEC. 2. 

British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department and quotiny 
the specific reference number and country. Even though 
trade may not at present be possible, it may be worth while 
for British firms to open up communications now with a view 
to future trade.] 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applica- 
tions are frequently received at the Department oi Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts 
of the United Kingdom and abroad who wish to get into 
communication with British manufacturers or producers ot 
various classes of goods with a view to obtaining supplies. 

Applications have been recorded during the past week tor 
the names of manufacturers of the following (among other) 
articles ;— 

Metal for making mouth-organ reeds. 

Cheap sunshades tor the Java market. 

British manufacturers of these articles now im a position 
to supply are invited to make application for the names ot 
the enquirers, 











AUSTRALIA. 

HARDWARE. ENGINEERING AND ELECPRICAL 
PiNES, KETC.—An Australian firni desire agencies tor 
veneral hardware, engineering and electrical lines and tor 
news paper and high-class stationery. A representative ts 
at prosent in this country and can be communicated with at 
the offiee of thetr London huvers, (Reference No. 1.) 

HOUSEHOLD GOODS IN TEAR DWAREL EPO. PENS, 
MTC. A manufacturers’ agent established in Svdneyv, who 
Isat present in London, desires to obtain the representation, 
tor Austrahia, otf United Kingdon manutacturers of house- 
hold goods in hardware and general lines, pins, shoe buckles, 
ete. (Reference No. 2.) 

HOM. Senior Trade Commissioner at Melbourne reports 
the receipt of the following enquiries : - 

DYES FOR LEATHER AND WOOLLEN GOODS, HPC. 

A representative of an Australian firm of repute is now in 
London aud is destrous of making arrangements to SeCIrE 
the agencies of British manulacturers, for Australia, of dves 
for the dveing of leather, woollems, and hat siraw. 
(Reference No. 3.) 

PRESERVED GOODS, MATCHES, GELATIN E.— A ve- 
presentative of an Australian firm of repute, now in London, 
desires to make arrangements to secure the agencies of 
British manutacturers, for Australia, of the following pre- 
served goods, viz.—Herrings, salmon, sardines, and sinoked 
cod, and also of safety matches and gelatine. (Reference 
No. 4.) 

GLASS, HOLLOW-WARK, ENAMELLED WARK, ETC. 

A representative of an established Australian firm is now 
in London and is desirous of making arrangements to secure 
the agencies of British marulacturers, for Australia, of sheet 
vlass and domestic glassware, hollow-ware, enamelled-ware. 
and eutlers and electro-plate. (Reference No. 5.) 

MEN'S FUR HATS.—A business man in Melbourne desires 
to obtain from the United Kingdom men’s fur hats (medium 
and good class), and would be glad to receive full particulars 
and quotations, f.o.b, London, trom United Kingdom manu- 
facturers. (Reference No. 6.) 

HIDES, TALLOW, KETC, BUYING AGENTS’ 
SERVICES OFKFERED.—A representative of a leading 
Australian firm is now in London and is prepared to make 
arrangements, to cover the whole of Australia, for the pur- 
chase of hides, skins, pelts, and tallow, on behalf of British 
huvers. (Reference No. 7.) 

PikCK-GOODS.—A Melbourne agent desires to secure the 
representation, for Australia, for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of cotton and woollen piece-goods of all kinds. 
The enquirer already represents United Kingdom manu- 
lacturers of soft goods and has an established conneetion. 
(Reference No. 8.) 

SOFT GOODS.—A_ representative of an established 
Australian firm is now in London and is desirous of making 
arrangements to secure the agencies of British manufac- 
turers, tor Australia, of soft goods. (Reference No. 9.) 
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WHALE OIL, COD OIL, TURPENTINE, ETC.—A repre- 
sentative of an established Australian firm is now in London 
and is desirous of making arrangements to secure the 
agencies of British manufacturers, for Auscralta, of whale 
oil, cod oil, turpentine, and industrial chemicals. (Reterency 
No. 10.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

ELECTRIC CAPSTAN FOR NEWPORT POWER- 
HOUSE.—H.M. Trade Cominissioner in’ Melbourne has 
forwarded a copy of the specification, conditions of coutract 
and torm of tender in connection with a call for tenders as 
Follows : 

Sealed tenders on the proper Loritts will be received py te 
ll a.m. on Wednesday, the 27th August and should In 
addressed to the Secretary tor Railways, Spencer Street, 
Melbourne, for the supply and delivery of an electric 
capstan for the Newport power house. (Coniract No. 523881.) 

Tenders must be accompanied by a preliminary deposit of 
} per cent. of the amount of the offer. Local representa- 
tion Is necessary, 

A copy of the specification, forms of tender, etc., referred 
to above may be consulted at the Enquiry Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, K.C.2. 

[t will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation therefore will be of use only 
to firms having agents in the Commonwealth who can he 
instructed by cable. 


AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND. 

MACHINERY, PLANT, MUNICIPAL APPLIANCES, 
KTC.—A_ firm of engineering contractors and machiners 
merchants, established in Sydney, Melbourne, and Brishane. 
who claim to have an able commercial and technical statl, 
desire to obtain agencies, for the Commonwealth and Nev 
Zealand, for United Kingdom manufacturers of electrical 
equipment (telegraph, telephone, power and lighting}: 
hedstead tubing, angles and mountings: mattress wire; steel, 
WT... ete., water, gas, and steam fittings; boiler, eic., tubes: 
copper, ete., tubing for all purposes, sheet metals: shaped 
stecl and iron: tinplate; Lieht railway and tramway loco. 
motives (internal combustion) and equipment; road-making, 
paving and cleansing machinery; tractors, steam: wagons : 
builders’ and general hardware and supplies: machine 
tools for rathvay workshops, ete. The managing 
director of the firm is now an Kneeland. and desire 
io interview manufacturers secking representation tin Aus 
traha and New Zealand. (Reference No. TL.) 


NEW ZEALAND. 

PAPER, PRINTING MACHINERY AND INS, 
bOOK BINDERS REQUEREMENTS, SORT GOODS. ETC. 

An Nuckland agent desires to be placed in touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of paper (writing, printing, 
etc.) printing inachinery, printers’ inks, hookbinders’ 
leathers cand cloths, manufactured stationery and taney 
leather goods, im which lines he claims to have considerable 
experience, with a view to representing them im New 
Zealand, or, it) desired, for Australasia. This @entleman, 
Who is at piesent ino this country, will, on returning te 
New Gealand, join a partner who has specialised ino the 
hosiery and soft-coods trade. and he is Oper to negotiate 
bor ALCRCLES tn these lines also. (Relberence No. bla.) 


BRITISH INDIA. 

GOODS ALLIED TO THE JEWELLERY TRADE. Sn 
avent, Who is on a visit to this country, is opening a per 
manent office in Calcutta and wishes to get into toueh with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of any class of goods allied 
to the jewellery trade, desirous of being represented in 
British India. (Reference No. 12.) 

ENGINEERING REQUISITES, ETC.—An enginecring 
firm, with head office in Calentta and various branches under 
European management, who claim to POSsSeSs ihe most lip-lo- 
date machine shop im the Far Bast. and a good connection 
with Governnient nuilitary, mill engineering, tea garden and 
marine purchasing departments in India, desire to secure 
agencies, for the whole of India and Burma, for the follow- 
ing goods:—Chains, motor accessories, electric cranes and 
transporters, machine tools, shearing apphances, motor and 
machinery parts, insulators, structural engineering, textile 
winding frames, leather belting, picking bands and pickers, 
etc.—(Reference No. 

CHAINS, GENERAL ENGINEERING, ETC.—A Caleutta 
firm, claiming to have connections in the principal ports and 
cities throughout India, Burma, the Straits Settlements and 
the Kast, propose to establish their own agencies at the 
principal ports in India, on the resumption of normal con- 
ditions, and wish to obtain agencies for chains, general 
engineering, Sheffield steel, files, ete., for the whole of 


India. (Reference No. 14.) 
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WIRE ROPES, COTTON DRIVING ROPES, CHAINS, 
DYES, ETC.—Another firm in Calcutta, established, it is 
stated, since 1853. and in close touch with all the jute mills 
with whom they have done business for many years, are 
prepared to take up an agency for the Kast Coast of India 
for wire ropes, cotton driving ropes, aniline dyes, chains, 
special lubricants and greases, machinery pulleys and 
pumps. Terms usually cash against documents. (Reference 
No. 15.) 

MOTOR CARS, CYCLES, ETC., TOOLS, INSTRUMENTS. 
HARDWARE, ETC.—An English house in Madras, estab- 
lished in 1873, having branches and agents canvassing in 
most of the important towns of the Presidency, desire to 
secure the representation, for Madras Presidency, Mysore, 
Travancore, and Cochin States, for United Kingdom, manu- 
facturers and first-class export houses dealing in the following 
goods :—Motor cars, motor and other cycles and accessories, 
motor tractors and plough, all tools for the motor trade, 
engineers’ tools and plant, scientific, surveying and recording 
instruments, drawing office requisites, stationery, etc., type- 
writers and duplicating apparatus, printing materials and 
machinery, lamps of all kinds, hardware, leather travelling 
requisites, cutlery and razors, watches, clocks, jewellery, 
ete. British firms who wish to place such an agency should, 
when making application for the name of the firm, state the 
particular line of goods in which they are interested. 
(Reference No. 16.) 

GOODS ALLIED TO THE ENGINEERING TRADE. 
A firm in Caleutta, established in India for over 50 years, 
and claiming to have unlimited finance and a large clientele, 
desire to accept agencies, for Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, and part 
of the United Provinces, for goods allied to the engineering 
trade and specialities connected therewith. (Reference 
No. 17.) 

PRINTING PAPER, COTTON YARNS, GLASS, ETC.— 

A Madras firm, ciaiming to be in touch with ali the whole- 
sale and retail! dealers in the Presidency, desire to secure an 
agency, for the Madras Presidency, for printing paper. 
cotton yarns, fast dyes for cotton threads, window and 
polished plate glass, roofing nails, copper wire and plates, oils, 
cements, etc. The firm states that they have agents con- 
tinually touring the Presidency. (Reference No. 18.) 

MOTOR CARS, CYCLES, ETC.—A Madras firm of dealers 
in motor cars, lorries, light cars, motor cycles, etc., desire 
to obtain further agencies (sole), covering exclusive terri- 
tory, including the Madras Presidency and South India, for 
United Kingdom manufacturers, particularly for light cars, 
and light-weight motor cycles, general motor accessories, 
tyres, etc. Terms: Cash against documents through the 
firm’s London Agents. (Reference No. 19.) 

ANILINE DYES.—A Rangoon firm, claiming to have a 
close connection with dealers and consumers, wish to secure 
an agency, either on a consignment or purchase basis, for 
aniline dyes. (Reference No. 20.) 

ELECTRICAL AND MOTOR REQUISITES.—-A firm of 
electrical and motor engineers at Calcutta desire to accept 
agencies to cover Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, and the United 
Provinces, for electrical and motor requisites of all kinds. 
(Reference No. 21.) 

PAPER. CHEMICALS. PHOTOGRAPHIC  IMPLE- 
MENTS, ETC.—A Madras firm are open to take up agencies 
for printing paper and paper of all descriptions, stationery, 
chemicals, patent medicines, surgical instruments, photo- 
graphic implements and material, smallware and_ haber- 
dashery, galvanised, corrugated iron sheets, iron and steel in 
bars and sheets, and wire nails. (Reference No. 22.) 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A Rangoon firm are 
prepared to take up agencies, throughout Burma, for goods 
other than machinery, clectrical goods, paints, produce and 
motor vehicles. The firm claim to have been established 
for over 35 years and to have a large import business. 
(Reference No. 23.) 

OILS AND GREASES. METALS, HARDWARE, 
ENGINEERING SPECIALITIES.—A Calcutta firm wishes 
to secure a sole agency. for India, for lubricating oils and 
greases, steel and iron, pump hides, hardware and metals, 
asbestos goods, boiler composition, wrought iron tubing, en- 
gineering specialities, files, lathes, aeroplanes, tyres, rubber 
sheeting, ete., canvas, and canvas hose, Portland cement, 
paints, disinfectants, etc. (Reference No. 24.) 





SHIPPING AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED, OIL- 
MAN’S STORES. PROVISIONS, ETC.—A Madras firm, 


with branches in Bombay and Colombo and four sub-branches 
in the planting districts, are desirous of accepting an ag:ncey 
for a United Kingdom steamship company ; also for oilmen’s 
stores, provisions, pipe fittings, ete.. to cover Madras and 
Bombay Presidencies and Ceylon. (Reference No. 25.) 
STEAM ENGINES AND BOTLERS.—Another Madras 
firm, claiming to be the oldest and largest established engin- 
eering firm in the Presidency, desire to obtain an agency, to 
cover the Madras Presidency and native states of Mysore, 
Cochin and Travancore. for steam engines and _ boilers. 


(Reference No. 26.) 
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PLECE-GOODS. PROPRIETARY LINES.—An _ old- 
established firm in Rangoon are prepared to accept an 


agency, to cover the whole of Burma, for cotton and woollen 
plece-goods, and proprietary lines of all kinds. The firm 
claim to have valuable bazaar connections. (Reference 
No. 27.) 

ANILINE DYES, MACHINERY AND HARDWARE.— 
A firm in Madras, with branches at most of the chief ports 
of the Presidency and representatives in every district, 
who claim to have large industrial interests, are desirous of 
accepting a sole agency either to buy outright or sell on 
commission, for aniline dyes, machinery and_ hardware. 
(Reference No. 28.) 

KARTHENWARE, ENAMELLEDWARE, HARDWARE, 
GLASSWARE, PIECE-GOODS.—A Rangoon firm, having 
!epresentatives in Tavoy and Mergui, wish to obtain an 
agency, on a commission basis, for Burma, for earthenware, 
enamelledware, hardware, glassware, and _piece-goods. 
(Reference No. 29.) 

MACHINE TOOLS, BOILERS, ETC.—An old-established 
engineering firm in Madras, claiming to have a large con- 
nection and to be in close touch with actual consumers, seek 
an agency for machine tools, boilers and tea machinery. The 
firm are prepared to work on a purchase basis, except in the 
ease of boilers, which would be on consignment. (Reference 
No. 30.) 

ELECTRICAL GOODS, ETC.—A Calcutta firm, claiming 
to have numerous agents in India and a European staff of 
engineers, travellers, etc., desire to secure an «gency for 
India, of the following goods:—Oil engines (semi-deisel), 
petrol, marine and stationary motors, dynamos, switches, 
switchboards, ray and medical apparatus, electrical fittings, 
fans, electric lamps, batteries, paints, wires (various), con- 
duit pipe screws, cranes, lifts, steel ropes, marine fittings 
and instruments, chains, railway material and_ stores. 
(Reference No. 31.) 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 

ARTIFICIAL FERTILISERS, BUILDING MATERIALS, 
ETC.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, reports that a firm, doing a large import and ex- 
port trade, wish to get into touch with reliable sources of 
supply in the United Kingdom for the following goods :— 
Artificial fertilisers, building materials, stock feeds, planta- 
tion supplies and factory stores. 

The firm also wish to get into touch with United King- 
dom brokers and dealers in raw cane sugar of all descrip- 
tions, choice, fancy and vacuum pan molasses, and Sea 
Island cotton. (Reference No. 33.) 





CANADA. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR PIT PROPS, RAILWAY TIES, 
ETC.—A firm at Quebec who state they are in a position to 
supply large quantities of pit props, railway ties, and pine 
and spruce deals, wish to get into touch with United King- 
dom importers desirous of obtaining supplies. (Reference 
No. 34.) 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries :— 

DRY GOODS.—An agent at Toronto, who is at present in 
this country but is returning to Canada shortly, desires to 
obtain the representation, for sale on commission, of United 
Kingdom firms dealing in dry goods (wholesale), particularly 
for women’s, children’s, and boys’ wear, gloves, hosiery, and 
laces. (Reference No. 35.) 

BOOTS AND SHOES, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent at 
Toronto wishes to obtain agencies, on a commission basis, for 
the whole of Canada, for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
children’s nursery shoes, school boots, children’s shoes in 
machine scwn and turns, men’s heavy shoes (machine sewn 
and standard sewn), cloth and leather gaiters, and cotton 
and leather laces. (Reference No. 36.) 

CUTLERY, ELECTRICAL GOODS, TOOL STEEL, ETC, 
—A manufacturers’ agent at Toronto seeks agencies, on com- 
mission, for Ontario, for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
cutlery, electrical goods, tool steel, copper, or brassware. 
(Reference No. 27.) 
~ HOSTERY.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents at Toronto 
seek agencies, on commission, for Ontario, for United King- 
dom manufacturers of cotton and woollen hosiery. (Reference 
No. 38.) ) 

TEXTILES.—A manufacturers’ agent at Toronto seeks 
agencics, on commission, for Ontario, for United Kingdom 
manufacturers of woollen goods suitable for men’s, women’s, 
and children’s wear, cotton goods (all lines), plain and fancy 
silks, velveteen, and velvet, etc. (Reference No. 39.) 

DRY GOODS, CLOTHING, ETC.—A firm of manufac- 
turers’ agents at Toronto seek agencies, on commission, for 
Canada, for United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton, linen 
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and woollen goods and all iines suitable tor the wholesale 
dry goods and clothing trade. (Reference No. 40.) 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Winnipeg reports the receipt 
of the tollowing enquiries :— 

DRY GOODS.—A Canadian firm of dry goods importers are 
desirous of being brought into touch with a United Kingdom 
buying house. (Reference No. 41.) | 

NOVELTIES, JEWELLERY, SILVERWARE, ETC.— 
H.M. Trade Commissioner at: Montreal reports that a Mon- 
treal colmission agent wishes to obtain agencies, for Quebec 
and the Maritime Provinces, on a commission basis, for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of novelties, jewellery. 
silverware, plated ware and fancy leather goods. (Reference 
No. 42.) 

HARDWARE, TOOLS AND CUTLERY.—A firm at Cal- 
gary. having a well-established connection in the Provinces 
of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia, 
and several years’ experience of the trade, desire to secure 
agencies. on a commission basis, for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers ot hardware (general, heavy and Iight). 
(Reference No. 43.) 

FOOD PRODUCTS.—A Vancouver firm desire to obtain 
an agency, tor British Columbia, on a commission basis, tor 
United Kingdom manufacturers of food products. (Reference 
No. 44.) 

ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA. 


The tollowing enguiries have been received at the Office 
of the High Commissioner tor Canada, 19, Victoria Street. 
London, S.W.1. All replies should bé sent direct to the 
foregoing address. 

FILTER PAPER.—-A Montreal firm otf wholesale drug- 
gists and manufacturing chemists are in the market for 
every variety of filter paper suitable for pharmaceutical 
laboratory purposes (sizes from 13 to 15 inches in diameter), 
and would like to receive samples and quotations from 
United Kingdom makers. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OF FERED.—A firm at Saskatoon. 
Saskatchewan, stated to have facilities tor the distribution 
of British goods throughout Western Canada, would like to 
get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers requir- 
ing Canadian agents. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR TALKING MACHINES.—A 
Montreal firm manufacturing talking machines are desirous 
of getting into touch with importers in the United King- 
dom interested in their machines. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR LEAF TOBACCO.—Enguiry is 
made by a correspondent at Montreal for names of United 
Kingdom importers of leaf tobacco. 

CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONERS 
ENQUIRIES. 

The toliowing engiifries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further in- 
formation may be obtained :— 





MARKETS SOUGHT. 

MINE PROPS.—A company in Nova Scotia, in a position 
to ship cargoes of mine props, is desirous of hearing from 
Cnited Kingdom buyers. 

TURNED GOODS.—An Eastern Canadian company, 
manuiacturing a variety of turned goods, such as pill boxes, 
paper roll plugs, short handles, small turnery, skewers, etc.. 
would be glad to quote for the requirements of United 
Kingdom buyers. 

JEWELLERY, ETC.—A Canadian firm, manufacturing 
fancy earrings and fancy bead necklets and other jewellery 
lines. is in a position to offer these goods for export, and 
desires to obtain the addresses of United Kingdom buyers. 





CEYLON. 

“CONNOLITE” FLOORINGS.—H.M. Trade  Com- 
missioner at Calcutta reports that a firm at Colombo wish to 
get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of 


EGYPT. 
SHIPPING AND GENERAL AGENT'S SERVICES 
OFFERED.—An Englishman who is shortly proceeding to 


Alexandria, where he intends to establish a shipping and 
general agency and importing and_ exporting business, 
wishes to get into touch with United Kingdom firms with a 
view to representing them in Egypt. (Reference No. 46.) 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

GENERAL MERCHANDISE.—A_ Rhodesian agent, a 
present in this country, seeks agencies for United Kingdom 
manutacturers of general merchandise, particularly clothing 
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gh as boots and shoes, raincoats, etc. (Reference 
NO. +44.) 

BUILDERS’ TRONMONGERY AND BRASS FOUNDRY, 
ETC.—A South African business man, with knowledge of the 
building trade, at present in this country, desires to repre- 
sent. United itingdom manufacturers of builders’ iron- 
mongery and brass foundry, galvanised iron and _ black 
piping, galvanised corrugated and black sheets. (Reference 


. Dy } 


GENERAL HARDWARE, IRONMONGERY, ETC.— 
An agent in Johannesburg who alreudy represents various 
well-known British firms for saddlery and harness, china 
and earthenware, aluminium ware and boots, desires to 
secure additional agencies in the Union of South Africa for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of general hardware and 
ironmongery lines, cutlery and electro plate. (Reference 
No. 49.) | 

CUTLERY AND HARDWARE.—H.M. Trade Commis- 
sioner at Johannesburg reports that the representative of 
a Johannesburg firm, at present in this country, desires 
to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of stainless 
and ordinary table cutlery and other hardware lines. 
(Reference No. 59.) 


ee 


EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 

The British Vice-Consul in Brussels reports the receipt 
of the following enquiry : — 

MANCHESTER COTTONS, BUDDERSFIELD AND 
BRADFORD DRY GOODS, ETC.— An agent in Brussels 
desires to obtain agencies for Manchester cottons, Hudders- 
field and Bradford dry goods, and cotton and woollen 
hosiery. The enquirer claims to have had considerable ex- 
perience in agency work. (Reference No. 51.) 

The British Vice-Consul at Charleroi reports the receipt 
ot the tollowing enquiries : — 

BELTING, RUBBER, STEEL, ETC.—A dealer in steel, 
rubber, belting, industrial oil and grease at Charleroi desires 
to secure the appointment as agent for good United King- 
dom firms for the following lnes:—Belting, industrial 
rubber, etec., steel for tools, tools, and machine tools, 
industrial oils and grease, waterproof overalls for miners, 
and cotton waste. He claims to have a wide connection in 
the factories and mines in Belgium. (Reference No. 52.) 

BACON.—Another agent at Charleroi desires to secure an 
agency for a first-class British firm manufacturing English 
bacon. The enquirer wishes to make arrangements now in 
view of more plentiful supplies being available at some 
future time. (Reference No. 53.) 

DRAPERY GOODS.—An agent at Jumet desires to secure 
a depot or agency for United Kingdom manutacturers of 
drapery goods, particularly stockings and socks, chiefly for 
the district of Charleroi, where he claims to be in a position 
to do good business. (Reference No. 54.) 

COAL, MINERALS. ETC.—An agent in Charleroi desires 
to act as agent for United Kingdom firms supplying coal, 
minerals, iron and steel, and raw or manutactured metal- 
iurgical products. ‘The enquirer corresponds in English. 
(Reference No. 55.) 

COAL.—A dealer in coal, coke, etc., at Jumet desires 
to secure the representation of a United Kingdom firm of 
coa! exporters, either tor a part or the whole of Belgium. 
(Reterence No. 56.) 

GAS MANTLES, ETC.—An agent at Montigny-sur- 
Sambre desires to obtain an agency in Belgium for gas 
mantles, burners, chimneys, rubber joints, iron and _ steel 
connections, T-bends, etc. The enquirer claims to have a 
large connection, (Reference No. 57.) 

H.M. Vice-Consul at Liége reports the receipt ot the 
following enquiries :— 

TOOLS, INDUSTRIAL OL[LS.—A firm at Bressoux desire 
an agency, with depot, for United Kingdom manufacturers 
oi tools tor all kinds of industries, and industrial oils. 
(Reference No. 58.) 

SUKGICAL INSTRUMENTS, ETC.—An agent at Liége 
desires to open a depét, or obtain the sole agency in Liége, 
ior a United Kingdom firm manufacturing surgical instru- 
inents and apparatus, sanitary articles, bandages, ete. 
(Reference No. 59.) 

CHEMICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS, 
!TC.-—An agent at Souverain-Wandre seeks an agency for 
nited Kingdom manufacturers of chemical and pharma- 
ceutical products, and surgical requirements. Correspon- 
dence may be in English. (Reference No. 60.) 

BUILDING MATERIALS, ETC.—an agent at Liége 
seeks agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of build- 
ing materials, including tiles, slates, roofing, glues, work- 
‘nen’s tools, varnishes, and all requirements for contractors, 
workmen and slaters. (Reference No. 61.) 
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SERVICES OFFERED AS INSURANCE AGENT, ETC. 
—A Liége agent wishes to obtain a position as general ; vent, 
inspector or local director of a United Kingdom insurance 
company interested in business in Belgium. (Reference 
No» 62. : 


BULGARIA. — 

MACHiNERY AND SUPPLIES FOR DRUG TRADE, 
ETC.— A Sotia firm wish to get ints touch with Unived Kine- 
dom manuiacturers of machinery for compressing powdered 
niaterials into tablets and also machines for packing tablets, 
mixire and pulverising machines, sieves, machines for the 
manutfactnre of perfumery, drugs and chemical products, 
parafiin (liquid and solid), ete., tubes in tin, ete., and 
machines tor the filling and closing of tubes. (Reference 
No. 63.) ; 

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY, [RON, ETC.—A firm 
at Sofia des:re to enter into relation with United Kingdom 
exporters of British goods, particularly of agricultural 
machinery and iror materials for construction, ete., Colonial 
produce, cotton, woollen and :ndustrial goods. (Reference 
No. 64.) 

SEWING MACHINES, ELECTRIC LIGHT APPARA- 
TUS, TYPEWRITERS, ETC.—Another Sofia firm wish to 
get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of the 
following goods:—Sewing machines and accessories, incan- 
descent lamps and fittings, electric light apparatus, type- 
writers, ribbons and carbons, office furniture, stationery, 
etc., bicycles and motor cycles, gramophones and records, cut- 
lery, razors, hardware, etc., transmission belts, boots and 
shoes, textiles, drugs, soap, etc. (Reference No, 65.) 


FRANCE. 

H.M. Consul-Generai in Paris reports the receipt of the 
following enquiries : — 

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES AND INSTALLATIONS, 
ETC.—-A firm in Paris seek agencies tor United Kingdom 
firms dealing in electrical appliances and installations of all 
kinds (lighting, heating, etc.), and in small machines and 
tools. The firm states that they have travellers covering 
France, Belgium and Alsace-Lorraine. (Reference No. 66.) 

CLOTHS, HOSIERY, ETC.-—An agent in Paris wishes to 
represent United Kingdom manufacturers in Paris and 
environs tor the sale of woollen and cotton dress cloths, silk 
and cotton hosiery, ecc. (Reterence No. 67.) 

TEXTIL#S, ETC.—An agent in Paris, claiming to have 
had 18 years’ pre-war business experience, desires to repre- 
sent United Kingdom manufacturers of silk, wool, cotton 
goods, Nottingham cotton net, etc. (Reference No. 68.) 

fURNITURE.—H.M. Commercial Counsellor in Paris re- 
ports that an agent in that city desires to represent in 
France, United Kingdom manufacturers of furniture. 
(Reference No. 69.) 

HOSIERY.—The Acting British Consul-General at Lyons 
reports that an agent in that town desires to represent 
United Kingdom hosiery manufacturers, in the whole of the 
South-EKast and a part of the centre of France, The enquirer 
claims to have considerable business connections. (Reference 
No. 70.) 

H.M. Consul at Bordeaux reports the receipt of the fol- 
lowing enquiries : — 

ALIMENTARY AND COLONIAL PRODUCTS, ETC.— 
An agent desires to represent United Kingdom firms in 
alimentary products generally, Colonial products and 
chemical products. Correspondence may be in English. 
(Reference No, 71. 

LIGHT CHEMICALS. PHARMACEUTICAL  PRO- 
DUCTS, ETC.—An agent wishes to aci for United Kingdom 
firms dealing in light chemicals. pharmaceutical products 
and provisions. (Reference No. 71a.) 

H.M. Consul at Nantes reports the receipt of the follow- 
ing enquiries: 

TYPEWRITERS, SEWING MACHINES, FOODSTUFES., 
ETC.—An agent at Angers is desirous of obtaining an 
agency, on commission, for the west of France, with head- 
quarters at Nantes, for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
typewriters, sewing machines, cycles, office furniture, and 
foodstuffs. (Reference No. 72.) 

RAW MATERIALS, FOODSTUFFS, ETC.—A firm at 
Nantes wish to obtain an agency. on a commission basis, for 
United Kingdom raw materials, foodstuffs, paper, leather, 
turpentine, (Reference No. 73.) 








ITALY. | 

HAT MANUFACTURERS’ SUNDRIES, WATER- 
PROOFS, ETC.—-A business man at Milan desires to repre- 
sent United Kingdom manufacturers of hat manufacturers’ 
sundries, waterproofs, ready-made clothing, tableware, etc. 
(Reference No. #4.) 

PHARMACEUTICAL AND CHEMICAL PRODUCES, 
INFANTS’ FOODS.—H.M. Consul-General at Milan re- 
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ports that an agent wishes to obtain agencies for United 
Kingdom inanutacturers of all kinds of pharmaceutical 
products saleable to wholesale firms and chemists, and also 
infants’ foods. (Reference No. 75.) 

COTTON AND BALATA TRANSMISSION BELTS, 
LUBRICATING OILS, ETC.—The Acting British Consul- 
Geperal at Milan reports that an agent in that city wishes 
to obtain agencies ior United Kingdom manufacturers of 
cotton and balata transmission belts, lubricating oil, seeds, 
and similar articles. (Reference No. 76.) 

[IRON PIPES, METERS, ETC.—The Aciing British 
Consul at Leghorn reports that an agent in Pisa desires to 
represent United Kingdom producers of iron and galvanized 
pipes, meters, and fittings for water supply. (Reference 
No. 77.) 

BUYING AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED AND 
SOUGHT.—H.M. Commercial Counsellor in Rome reports 
that a business man in that city, largely interested in the 
sugar, wine, and motor car trades, wishes to act as agent 
for United Kingdom manutacturers, on a purchase basis. 
He also seeks a general merchant in London to act as his 
huving agent. (Reference No. 78.) 





ENQUIRIES AT ERITISH CHAMPER OF 
COMMERCE FOR ITALY. 

The icllowing enquiries tor agencies for United Kingdom 
manufacturers and exporters from persons and firms in Italy 
have been received at the British Chamber of Commerce for 
Italy, 7, Via Carlo Felice, Genoa. The enquirers are seeking 
connections for business now or on the resumption of normal 
conditions—see Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters 
above. All commumeations regarding the enquiries should 
be sent to the Secretary of the Chamber, as above :— 

IRON, STEEL, METALS, ETC.—a Tortona merchant 
desires to get into touch with manufacturers and shippers of 
iron, steel, metals and engineering articles. (1662.) 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN PLIECE-GOODS, LININGS, 
KTC.—An agent at Naples wishes to represent manufacturers 
of cotton and woollen piece-goods, linings, etc. (1664.) 

LACES, VELVETs, CUTLERY, ETC.—An agent at 
Naples wishes to obtain agencies for manufacturers of laces, 
velvets, cutlery, combs, haberdashery, etc. (1665.) 

BOOKS. OFFICE SUNDRIES, ETC.—A firm of agents at 


Crenoa desire to represent, on commission, manufacturers of 


books, office sundries, bookbinding materials, ete. (1666.) 


WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS, HOSIERY, HABER- 
DASHERY, ETC.—A Genoa agent would handle, on com- 
mission, woollen piece-goods, mantles, overcoats, hosiery, 
needles, pins, haberdashery, novelties, velvets, furs, and 
othce sundries. (1567.) 

INDUSTRIAL MACHINERY.—An ex-officer (engineer) 
ut Cornigliano, Genoa..seeks connections with firms interested 
in the exportation of industrial machinery in general. 
(16€8.) 

SHOP WINDOW FITTINGS, OFFICE SUPPLIES, 
ETC.—A Florence agent wishes to take up agencies for 
manufacturers of shop window fittings, office supplies, etc. 
( 1669.) : 

METALS, IRONMONGERY, ETC.—A business man at 
Turin would represent shippers of metals, steel, iron, pig- 
iron, cast-iron, enamelied goods, ironmongery, files, and tools 
in general. (1671.) 

MOTOR CARS, MOTOR CYCLES AND ACCESSORIES. 
—-A firm in Rome wish to take up agencies for manufac- 
turers of motor cars, motor cycles, and motoring 
accessories. (1672.) 

METALS, ELECTRICAL MACHINERY, MACHINE 
TOOLS, ETC.—-An engineer at Genoa desires to represent 
manufacturers of metals, electrical machinery, machine tools, 
ete. (1673.) 

BRASS BEDSTEADS AND BRASS FURNITURE.—An 
ex-manufacturer at Turin seeks the representation of manu- 
facturers of brass bedsteads and brass furniture. (1674.) 

CHEMICALS, ANILINE DYES, LEATHER, ETC.—An 
agent at Genoa would represent, on Commission, manufac- 
turers of chemicals, aniline dyes, leather, boots and _ boot- 
makers’ sundries. (1675.) j 

METALS, MACHINE TOOLS, CHEMICALS, ETC.—A 
firm of depository agents at Spezia wish to represent manu- 
facturers of iron, steel, metals, machine tools (for iron and 
wood), chemicals, pharmaceutical products, agricultural 
machinery, leather and skins, canned goods, hemp and wire 
ropes, and ironmongery in general. (1676.) 

HOSIERY, HABERDASHERY, ETC.—An agent in 
Genoa wishes to represent manufacturers of hosiery, haber- 
dashery, bootlaces, wicks, hemp and cotton and linen 
galoons. (1677.) 

[Note.—United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of 
the above-mentioned goods, desirous of appointing agents in 
Italy, and interested in the foregoing enquiries, should 
address the Secretary, British Chamber of Commerce for 
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Italy, 7, Via Carlo Felice, Genoa, quoting the relative num- 
ber in brackets. } 





NETHERLANDS. 

CUTLERY.—A wholesale importer in Rotterdam wishes 
to secure the sole agency, for the Netherlands, tor United 
Kingdom manufacturers of first-class cutlery. (Reterence 
No. 79.) 

RAINPROOFS, UPHOLSTERY LEATHER, FURNI- 
TURE, ETC.—A British firm with a long-established branch 
in Holland desire to represent, on an agency basis, United 
Kingdom manufacturers of rainproofs, upholstery leather, 
furniture, boot polish, and combs. 

Communications in this connection should be addressed to 
the Secretary, Statistical and Information Department, 
London Chamber of Commerce, 97, Cannon Street, London. 


E.C. 4. 





RUSSIA. 

WOOLLEN CLOTH, CLOTHING, ETC.—An_ Anglo- 
Russian firm of exporters, claiming to have had long busi- 
ness experience in Russia, is open to take up agencies for 
United Kingdom manutacturers of woollen cloth and 
clothing desiring to trade with that country. The firm are 
prepared to consider any ether branch with the exception 
of engineering and machinery. (Reference No. 80.) 





SPAIN. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Madrid reports the re- 
ceipt of the following enqviries : — 

TARPAULINS, COAL, CHEMICALS, ETC.—The 
Madrid branch of an Aviles firm, claiming to have sub- 
agents throughout Spain, wishes to take up agencies for 
United Kingdom manufacturers and suppliers of tarpaulins, 
canvas for covering railway wagons, Cardiff coal, filament 
for electric lamps, quinine, bark and roots for tanning and 
dyeing, natural anil or synthetic idem, and_ cochineal. 
Correspondence may be in English. (Reference No. 81.) 

FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE: AGENT’S SER- 
VICES OFFERED.—A firm of steamship brokers, mine 
owners and representatives at Madrid desire to secure an 
agency for Madrid and Aviles for a first-class United King- 
dom fire and marine insurance company. (Reterence 
No. 82.) 


CUTLERY, TABLEWARE, TRAVELLING RE- 
QUISITES, ETC.—The Acting British Consul at Granada 


reports that an agent at Malaga is desirous of representing 
United Kingdom houses manufacturing knives and cutlery 
in general, tableware, travelling requisites, white metal 
articles, tools, files and rasps, cloth for men’s wear, and 


alpaca, (Reference No. 83.) 





SWITZERLAND. 

HOSIERY, COTTON PIECE-GOODS, WATERPROOFS, 
STC.—A firm at Lugano, with head offices in Geneva, 
desire to get into communication with United Ningdom 
manufacturers of hosiery, cotton piece-goods, waterproof, 
etc., with a view to securing their sole agency tor the whole 
of Switzerland. (Reference No. 84.) 





SERBIA. 

MACHINERY AND PLANT.—Enquiries have been ¢e- 
ceived by the British Economic Mission in Serbia from 
firms desiring to receive priced catalogues of the following 
lines : — 

Machinery for the manufacture of fountain pens and 
similar goods. 

Machinery for the production of wooden boot pegs. 

Plant for a chocolate and ice factory. 

United Kingdom manufacturers of the above-mentioned 
lines are invited to send catalogues, etc., to the Comptroller, 
Commission Infernationale de Ravitaillement, Kingsway 
House, Kingsway, W.C.2, for transmission to the Mission. 





TURKEY. 

UPHOLSTERY, COTTON AND DRESS GOODS, 
HABERDASHERY, ETC.—A firm in Constantinople wishes 
to get into touch with manufacturers producing all kinds of 
current wares, particularly upholstery, cotton and dress 
goods, haberdashery, footwear, agricultural machinery, 
carriages, motor lorries, and electric launches. (Reference 
No. 85.) 
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AFRICA. 





ALGERIA. 

H.M. Consul-General at Algiers reports the receipt of the 
following enquiries: 

MACHINERY, ENGINEERING SPECIALITIES.—A 
firm at Les Falaises, near Bougie, wish to obtain a whole- 
sale agency, on commission, for United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of inachinery and all manufactures used in engineer- 
ing and allied trades. Correspondence may be in English. 
(Reference No. 86.) 

FOODSTUFFS, PAINTS, VARNISH, ETC.—A wholesale 
agent and merchant in Algiers wishes to obtain agencies for 
United Kingdom firms dealing in foodstuffs of all kinds, 
paints, varnish, soap, and similar products. The enquirer 
would preter to work on a consignment basis; failing this 
he will buy on his own account Correspondence may be in 
Knglish. (Reference No. 87.) 

TEXTILES.—A firm in Algiers would buy for their own 
account trom, or act on commission for, United Kingdom 
manufacturers of textiles generally, particularly cotton 
goods. (Reterence No, 88.) 

EDIBLE OILS, COFFEE, SULPHATE OF COPPER, 
ETC.—An agent in Algiers desires to secure wholesale agen- 
cles, on coninission, for United Kingdom firms dealing in 
edible oils, potatoes, and particularly coffee, sulphate of 
copper, sacks and jute threads and fabrics. (Reference 
No. 89.) 

CUTLERY, HARDWARE, AGRICULTURAL MACHIN- 
KRY, ETC.—Another agent in Algiers wishes to obtain 
agencies tor cutlery and hardware, particularly coffee mills, 
agricultural machinery, mirrors, and accessories for motor 
cars. The enquirer would represent on commission or under- 
take occasional minor transactions for his own account. 
Correspondence may be in English. (Reference No. 90.) 

MACHINERY, TOOLS, MOTOR CARS, HARDWARE, 
KTC.—A general agent (wholesale) and insurance agent at 
Algiers wishes to obtain an agency, on commission, tor 
United Kingdom manufacturers of agricultural machinery, 
mining tocls of all kinds, motor cars and lorries, industrial 
motors and accessories, iron and steel for building and re- 
inforced concrete, belting, galvanized wire, iron and steel 
plates, nuts, bolts, etc., copper goods of all kinds, hardware 
and ironmongery. household wares in enamel, aluminium, 
copper, ete., leather, and all articles required for the saddlery 
and boot-making trades, paper, cardboard, canvas, etc., for 
packing and chemical products. (Reference No. 91.) 

FELT HATS.—A wholesale agent in Algiers wishes to 
obtain an agency, on a commission basis, for United Kingdom 
manufacturers ot telt hats, especially ‘‘bowlers.”’ Cor- 
respondence may be in Engiish. (Reference No, 92.) 

SACKS, CANVAS, SUGAR, ETC.--A firm at Souk 
Ahras secks agencies, on commission, for United Kingdom 
manutacturers and exporters of manufactured goods of all 
kinds, particularly sacks, sacking, canvas, etc., sugar and 
coffee, who are desirous of opening up relations with the 
Eastern portion of Algeria. (Reference No. 93.) 

GROCERIES, OILS, SOAPS, STRING, ETC.—A whole- 
sale firm in Algiers wish to buy, on their own account, 
groceries of all kinds, oils, soap, string, and rope. French 
preferred, but will aiso correspond in English. (Reference 
No. 94.) 

COAL.—A firm, with head office in London and branch 
office in Algiers, wish to import on their own account from 
United Kingdom exporters of coal. (atef rence No. 95.) 

PADLOCKS, HARDWARE, STRING, ETC.—A_ whole- 
sale merchant in Algiers wishes to buy for his own account 
from United Kingdom manufacturers of padlocks, hardware, 
string, cord, woollen goods, and piece-goods of all kinds. 
(Reference No. 96.) 

ENAMEL: MARKET SOUGHT FOR ALGERIAN 
PRODUCE.—A firm of wholesale agents and merchants 
wish to obtain an agency tor a United Kingdom firm export- 
ing enamel. The firm also wish to open up business rela- 
tions with United Kingdom importers of Algerian produce. 
(Reference No. 97.) 








MOROCCO. 
ARTICLES OF NATIVE CONSUMPTION.—H.M. 
Consul at Fez reports that an agent, who has opened busi- 
ness in the Old Town of Fez, wishes to get into touch with 
United Kingdom firms, desiring to appoint au agent in 
that town, for the sale chiefly of all articles of native con- 
sumption, in which the applicant claims to have had 
considerable experience. (Reference No. 98.) 
PHOTOGRAPHIC APPARATUS, WATCHMAKERS’ 
AND JEWELLERS’ TOOLS, ETC.—A general commission 
agent at Ceuta desires to get into touch with United King- 
dom manufacturers of photographic apparatus, and watch- 
makers’ and jewellers’ tools. The enquirer would he glad 
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to receive also catalogues, samples and prices, from United 
Kingdom manufacturers of horse-shoe, nails. (Reference 
No. 99.) 





TUNIS. 

AGENTS’ SERVICKS OFFERED.—The Acting British 
Consul-General at Tunis reports that a firm of general com- 
mission agents in that town wish to get into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers, with a view to taking up 
agencies therefor. (Reference No. 100.) 


ASIA. 





PALESTINE. SYRIA, 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED: GOODS IN DEMAND. 
—A commission agent and general merchant, with offices at 
Jerusalem, Jaffa, and Haifa, who intends as soon as trade 
and communications become normal, to open agencies in the 
principal commercial centres of Syria, wishes to get into touch 
with United Kingdom firms and manufacturers with a view 
to taking up their representation in Palestine and Syria. 
The enquirer states that the following goods are in demand: 
Preserved foods, beer, confectionery, Manchester goods, 
woollen goods, corrugated iron sheets, Portland cement, 
agricultural implements, wine and oil presses, cutlery, china- 
ware, bedsteads, leather shoes and boots, shoe findings, 
chemical and pharmaceutical products, matches and candles, 
etc. (Reference No. 101.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR PHILIPPINE PRODUCTS.— 
H.M. Consul-General at Manila reports that a firm of 
general commission agents and merchants in that city desire 
to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers with 
a view to taking up agencies therefor. 

The firm also desire to get into touch with United King- 
dom importers of Philippine products, including hemp, 
maguey, gum copal, clemy gum, beeswax, mother-of-pear! 
shells, black shells. green snail shells, Troca shells, ete. 
(Reference No. 102.) 








LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

SILVER AND PLATED GOODs, FANCY LEATHER 
GOODS, CHINA, ETC.—A British subject, with five years’ 
pre-war experience witha British firm in Buenos Aires, offers 
his services to any United Kingdom firm who may be desirous 
of opening a branch in Argentina, dealing in any or all of 
the following lines :—Plated goods, silver goods, fancy leather 
goods, bags, portmanteaux, etc., china, earthenware, and 
glassware. (Reference No. 103.) 














CHILE. 
MANCHESTER COTTON GOODS, BRADFORD 
WOOLLENS, ETC.—The British partner of an Anglo- 


Chilean firm of import merchants, who is at present in Eng- 
land, wishes to arrange agencies for Manchester cotton 
goods, Bradford woollens, Irish linen, steel and metal pro- 
ducts, and heavy chemicals and drugs. (Reference No. 104.) 
WOOLLEN AND COTTON  PIECE-GOODS.—The 
principal of an Anglo-Chilean firm in Santiago, who pre- 
viously represented a large German house in Chile, is now in 
this country, and wishes to place orders and arrange agencies 
for woollen and cotton piece-goods. (Reference No. 105.) 


—_— 





MEXICO. 
SUGAR MACHINERY, HARDWARE, CUTLERY, 
CHEMICALS. ETC.—H.M. Consul-General at Mexico 


reports that an agent in Mexico City desires to represent, on 
commission, United Kingdom manufacturers of sugar 
machinery, hardware, cutlery, heavy chemicals (especially 
chlorate of potash), tinplate, Manchester goods, hosiery, 
ladies’ dress materials, gloves, waterproof cloth for raincoats, 
paper of all kinds (chiefly writing, bond, and enamelled). The 
enquirer would be glad to receive catalogues, price lists, etc. 
(Reference No. 106.) 








Shipping and Docks. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
VESSELS LOST DURING MAY. 


The Liverpool Underwriters’ Association has issued the 
toilowing Return of Casualties to Vessels of 5U0 tons gross 
register and upwards, which have been posted in the Loss 
Book during the month ended 3lst May, 1919:— 

Number and total gross tonnage of vessels lost during 
the month of May, 1919:— 








BriTisu. 
Number. Tonnage. 
Re eee tee een eae ] 1,202 
RNS eta an oaeivandieunaanncu 3 6,071 
4 1,273 
FOREIGN. 
Number. Tonnage. 
BD tedeaeustaeusuecaaaa, 2 1,896 
Steam ...... hin biennial sonaisane ~— 9 14,009 
ll 15,905 
Grand totals ........ 1d 23,178 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
PROGRESS OF JAPANESE SHIPPING. 


In the annual statement tor 1918 of the Trade and Ship- 
ping ot the Union of South Africa and Rhodesia, there are 
given some particulars of the expansion of Japanese shipping 
during the war. During the year many steamers were re- 
moved for the conveyance of troops and war material from 
the United States to France, and only some three or four 
Union Castle liners were left upon the South African trade 
routes. Tank steamers, standard ships,  sailers with 
auxiliary power, five-masted schooners, and other unfamiliar 
craft appeared in the docks and other anchorages. The total 
net tonnage of steamers which entered the Union ports from 
overseas was 2,861,364 in 1918, against 4,899,017 in 1917, and 
the tonnage of cargo landed from steamers was 939,059 tons 
in L918, as compared with 1,188,587 tons in 1917. The sailing 
vesseis increased considerably both in numbers and tonnage, 
and the cargo landed trom them was 180,803 tons in 1918, as 
against 102,762 tons in 1917. 

No cargo was landed trom or shipped in Japanese vessels 
during 1913, but in 1914 the small amount of 5,713 tons of 
cargo was shipped in Japanese bottoms. From this small 
beginning grew up during the war a very substantial trade 
until in 1918, 114,365 tons was landed from Japanese vessels, 
and 159,275 tons was shipped in them. 

it is, however, worthy of note, that in spite of the calls 
upon British shipping tor war service, yet in 1918, the last 
vear of war, twice as much cargo was landed, and four times 
as much cargo was shipped, in British bottoms, as in those of 





all other nationalities put together. The official Union 
figures are as follows :— 
Cargo Landed. Cargo Shipped 
(including Bunker coal). 
1918. 1917. 1918 1917. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
British..... 764,659 1,026,849 2,023,164 2,465,473 
foreign 355,203 324,500 510,429 374,676 


Although the decreases in tonnage of cargo conveyed in 
British bottoms were more marked last year than in the 
arlier years of the war, the British share in the shipping 
trade of the Union remained pre-eminent. 

[In bulk the overseas trade of the Union declined during 
the war, but the continuous rise in prices caused that for 1918 
to be far the largest in the Union’s history. The total 
value of merchandise imported was £47,382,389 in 1918, 
against £34,750,782 in 1917, and £38,526,381 in 1913. The 
total value of South African produce exported, including 
gold, was £64,671,052 in 1918, as compared with £64,099,598 
in 1917, and £64,015,045 in 1913. | 


FRANCE. 
PORT IMPROVEMENTS AT HONFLEUR. 


According to ‘‘La Depeche Coloniale’’ a syndicate has been 
formed in Honfleur in order to improve the port and make 
it an annexe of the port of Havre, developments of which 
were recently noted on p. 673 of the ‘‘Journal’’ of 22nd 
May. The programme which this syndicate has drafted 
includes : — 

(1) The extension of the port of Honfleur by creating a 
new entrance to the Carnot Dock, and a new tidal dock; by 
constructing over J] ,000 metres of quays, of which 460 metres 
will be in the tidal dock and 560 in the Carnot dock, by 
deepening the channel and basin. 
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(2) The construction ot a harbour canal in the Lower Seine 
by making a communication canal between the Carnot dock 
and a ship canal 9 kilometres in length, 50 metres wide, 
7 metres deep, which would be cut from Honileur to the 
mouth of the Risle, and provided with two docks 200 metres 
wide. 

(3) The deepening and improvement ot the Risle and the 
port of Pont-Audemer. 

Cost OF CONSTRUCTION. 

The estimated cost of the construction ot these works 1s 
stated to be 55,000,000 francs, which would include a power 
station capable of producing 1,000 kilowatts per day, suff- 
cient for the energy, lighting and supply of the industries 
which would eventually be created in the region. In order 
to carry out this work it is expected that the State will be 
asked to grant a concession of 1,000 hectares ot land, of 
which 250 will be necessary for the works mentioned. The 
other 750 hectares will be leased to a company which will 
succeed the syndicate in question in order to develop these 
works. 

DEVELOPMENT OF FRENCH HARBOURS AND 
WATERWAYS. 

Official proposals tor the development ot ports and water- 
ways in France may be thus summarised :— 

The programme considered for the extension of the port 
of Algiers includes the construction of a large outer harbour, 
with not more than two basins, capable of receiving the 
largest cargo boats and liners as well as men-of-war. The 
whole represents 6°21 miles increase of quay space. 

_The plans approved for the extension of La Pallice com- 
prises the construction as speedily as possible of a quay 
large enough to allow big tonnage to use the deep basin 
situated only 1,200 metres off the port and accessible at all 
times to ships with 12-metres’ draught. 

MARSEILLES AND BREsT. 

Provision has been made for the dredging ot Bouc and 
the use of the Caronte basin. Thus 12 kilometres of new 
quay space will be gained, to which must be added the 6 
kilometres of the Wilson and Mirabeau basins already con- 
structed or under construction, making a total length of 
quay of 33 kilometres instead of the 15 kilometres which 
existed before the war. These improvements will also open 
up the Berre basin to ships with 9-5 metres draught, and 
create in the neighbourhood of Marseilles a hinterland where 
factories and various other works will abound. 

A Breton association, which has already been formed for 
the management of the commercial port at Brest with the 
purpose of making it one of the terminal points for the 
transatlantic passenger lines from America, is to be assisted 
by State engineers of roads and bridges. 

Sea-Goinc Vessets To Reacu Parts. 

The banks of the Seine, including Paris, are the hinter- 
land of the ports of Havre and Rouen. A programme is being 
considered which will give the big sea-going barges from 
England access to Paris. The engineers interested in the 
scheme have been asked to draw up a financial statement, 
with the idea of introducing a Bill in Parliament. 

Tue Rutne-RHONE CANat. 

It is planned to complete the navigation of the Rhone by 
the Rhone-Rhine canal. On 15th March the Ministry of 
Public Works approved the work necessary to allow the 
passage of 300-ton barges, which up to the present have had 
to stop at Delus, near Besancon. This work will be com- 
pleted towards the end of the year. 


TUNIS. 


HARBOUR DUES AT TUNIS. 

H.M. Consul-General at Tunis has forwarded the text of 
a Beylical Decree, dated 26th April, which provides for a 
considerable reduction of the harbour dues to be levied at 
Tunis, Sousse, and Sfax, in the case of ships which enter 
those ports for the sole purpose of taking bunker coal, water, 
or other provisions, provided they do not remain longer than 
48 hours. e 

A copy of this Decree may be consulted by British firms 
interested on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 











CUBA. 
LIGHTERAGE FEES AT HAVANA. 


The Cuban “Gaceta Oficial’? of 3rd April contains the 
tariff of fees for the import and export of merchandise hy 
launches, lighters, etc., at the port of Havana. 

A copy of the tariff may be consulted by British firms in- 
terested on application to the Shipping and Transport Sec- 
tion, Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
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Minerals and fletals. 
AUSTRALIA. 


QUEENSLAND MINING INDUSTRY IN 1918. 


According to the Annual Report of the Under-Secretary 
tor Mines on the Queensland mining industry for 1918, 
published in the **Queensland Government Mining Journal,”’ 
the value of last year’s mineral output was £3,740,925, a 
decrease when compared with that of 1917, of £272,052. By 
far the greater part of this decline, amounting to a reduc- 
tion of less than 7 per cent., is accounted tor by the con- 
tinued falling off in gold vield, which has been accentuated 
by the increased cost of production incidental to war con- 
ditions, without any change in the price of the metal. The 
older goldtiélds of the State are gradually dwindling in some 
cases, and, with no inducement to attract capital for 
prospecting or exploratory work, the future outlook for this 
branch of the mining industry is not encouraging. In other 
minerals, while market prices have been high, there have 
been several checks to the usual output, amongst these being 
industrial troubles in the Cloncurry and other districts, 
combined with high wages and the enhanced costs of, and 
uncertainty in procuring, materials and machinery. In spite 
of these drawbacks, the value of last year’s mineral output, 
apart trom gold, fias almost equalled that of 1917. Of 
copper, now the chiet mineral product in Queensland, the 
quantity of the yield last year was practically the same as 
in 1917, while the high prices ruling for tin had such a 
stimulating effect that there was a substantial improvement 
in the vield and a large increase in value, 








GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 

Investigations have been made during the year into 
deposits of marble, salt, terra-cotta clays, pigments, and 
manganese. As regards manganese, attention has been 
specially directed to its occurrence in the country to the 
west and south-west of Gympie. Ten years ago (in 1908) an 
examination was made of portions of the area, and in the 
report then furnished it was stated that ‘‘Manganese is seen 
in numberless places, and discoveries of other deposits may 
be expected in the dense scrub which everywhere abounds 
in this district.”’ The belt of country consists ot disturbed 
jaspers, quartzite, and shales, and in some of the portions 
ol the scrub-lands about Kandanga and Amamoor Creeks 
prospecting has revealed very large bodies of the ore. While 
most of the deposits so far revealed are not of very high 
quality, there is no doubt about a large quantity of mineral 
having been proved. The Bollier and Kandanga lodes are 
very fine deposits, and the Amamoor lode is of gigantic pro- 
poritons ; the latter, with a total width that has not yet been 
revealed, has been proved in length for over 600 tt., with 
thousands of tons of good ore already exposed. The whole 
of the country is difficult to prospect, but many other exten- 
sive manganese lodes will probably be found, as’traces of the 
mineral are to be seen in all the watercourses coming out of 
the scrub-covered mountains. 

Boring operations were started at the end ot the previous 
year to determine the extent of the coal seam tested by the 
Mount Morgan Company from the old Dunstan Company’s 
shaft. After some difficulty had been experienced in proving 
a connected extent of coal of sufficient area to warrant 
opening out a mine, and after fifteen bores had been put 
down, this work resulted in proving an area of good quality 
coal, accessible close to the railway line and sufficient in 
extent to meet any likely demand for some years. Inspec- 
tions were also made of proposed boring sites at Torbanlea, 
Howard, Gunalda, and Wondai. Bellert’s mine and the 
Ipswich City Collieries were also visited in connection with 
a possible purchase by the Government. An inspection was 
made at Roma, in connection with the proposed testing of 
the gas for gasoline content. Inspections were likewise made 
ot the Mount Prospect silver-lead lode at Cania and the 
Mount Melanie gold mine at Glenbar. 

In connection with the proposed State iron smelting works 
for Queensland, a great number of deposits of ironstone and 
other minerals likely to be available in the manufacture of 
iron and steel, either as ores or fluxes, were examined. These 
deposits occur in many parts of the State, but it is principally 
those in the Southern and Central districts which have been 
«xamined and reported upon, and from which samples have 
been obtained and analysed for their iron and cther contents. 
Other localities visited include Biggenden, Mount Shamrock, 
Kangaroo Hills, Bowen, Jibbinbar, Cockle Creek, Newcastle, 
and Lithgow. 

Special examination was made of arsenic deposits. After 
many occurrences in the Stanthorpe and Gladstone districts 
had been inspected, it was decided, after mature considera- 
tion, that the Jibbinbar deposits near Stanthorpe were the 
most favourably situated to open up asa State arsenic mine. 
The lodes are well defined, and the percentage of mineral 
is sufficiently high to expect deve!opments to yield large and 
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salistactory supplies. Recent mining operations have 
revealed bodies of good ore, and ail that was expected has 
been realised. Many ether mining developments have also 
been examined, including those at Baliandean, Pikedale. 
Glasshouse Mountains, Samford Ranges, Croydon, Mount 
Peter Goldtield, and Herberton. 

GOLD. 

the value oi iast year’s gold yield was £567,371, a decrease 
when compared with that of 1917 of £194,268. The decline 
was again steady throughout the year, and nothing occurred 
to justify any hope of either a revival, or even a check, in 
the downward tendency of this branch of the mining 
industry. 

Not only has the constant decline that has marked the 
output olf the Charters Towers Goldfield during the last ten 
years been accentuated during 1918, but the past year has 
been marked by the practical cessation of development work 
in ati the mining properties on the field except ope, as well 
as by the closing down and, in a number of instances, the 
abandonment of many of the principal mines. Efforts have 
been made by small syndicates to open up new formations 
or to find payable ore shoots in the shallower workings of 
the old mines, but these have not met with any notable 
success. A serious obstacle to the further working of the 
deeper ground in the central group of mines is the stoppage 
of bailing operations, with the result that the lower working~ 
have already been flooded, while the water is rising so 
rapidly that even the shallower levels must soon become 
affected and further exploitation stopped. The local Warden 
expresses the opinion that the industry on this field can only 
be revived by the expenditure of a very considerable amount 
oi capital which is not likely to readily be available in the 
present state of the world’s money markets and under exist- 
ing conditions as to the costs of production and value of gold. 

In Clark’s Gold Mines, from which highly profitable crusb- 
ings had been taken in 1917, the principal development work 
carried out last year consisted of the further sinking of the 
Ne. 3 underlie shaft and the opening out of No. 9 north and 
south levels. At the last-named level the formation proved 
to be a little betier than at the No. 8, but the enriched 
stone still occurs in irregular ienses, none of which shows any 
marked continuity. Other faces have disclosed small leaders 
of gold and tair grade ore, and from these the crushings 
during the year totalled 2,592 tons, which gave a yield of 
bullion and concentrates of the value of £28,318, compared 
with 1,825 tons and £31,681 respectively tor the preceding 
vear. 

Mount Morgan is still an important producer of gold, 
although its copper output now ranks first in value. During 
the vear the mine continued to respond to the demands of 
the reduction works and concentrating plant, a record daily 
output of 1,815 tons of ore being maintained. While ex- 
pioitation has been pursued with vigour, stoping has been 
costly confined to portions of the ore-body previously 
developed. Ore production was to some extent adversely 
aftected in the earlier part of the year by a protracted wet 
season. Notwithstanding two or three interruptions by 
water to continuous mining, 350,967 tons of ore were raised ; 
118,375 tons were despatched to the smelters as copper ore, 
and 232,592 tons of siliceous ore were sent to the concen- 
trating plant. A statement published by the company gave 
the ore reserves on the Ist December, 1918, as 3,706,964 tons, 
containing an average of 2-58 per cent. copper and 6.15 dwt. 
of gold per ton 

CopPER 

The average price ot copper during last year throughout 
the Commonwealth was about £110 per ton. The total copper 
output of this State for the year was 189,979 tons, of the 
value of £2,087,751, a decrease of 83 tons and £120,481 
respectively, compared with the yield of 1917. 

The Cloncurry field, by far the most important copper- 
producing centre of the State, has again been handicapped 
by experiences that have had a curtailing effect upon output, 
but, notwithstanding, has produced, from 190,869 tons of 
ore, 12,002 tons of copper, of the value of £1,320,352, which 
is 1,814 tons of copper in quantity and £138,403 in value 
more than for the preceding year. This not only once more 
establishes a record for this field, but represents a yield 
greater than half the total copper output of the State. In 
addition to the high cost of materials and enhanced wages. 
industrial troubles have in several instances caused inter- 
ruptions to work, while in one or two other cases unfore- 
seen mishaps have necessitated further stoppages. 

Returns of the total mineral output of the Cloncurry Field 
for 1£18 show that 189,219 tons of copper ore was treated at 
the various smelters on the field, for a yield of 11,625 tons 
of copper, valued at £1,278,785; 3,851 oz. gold, valued at 
£16,359; and 19,362 oz. silver, valued at £3,792. Copper 
ore purchased and shipped outside the State for treatment 
totalled 1,650 tons, estimated to contain 378 tons of copper, 
valued at £41,567, whilst 8 tons 2 ewt. of silver ore yielded 
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10,124 oz. silver, valued at £1,983. The total output tor the 
year, including limestone, ironstone, and alluvial gold, was 
£1,373,927, an increase in value over that of the previous 
vear of £141,270. 

In the Herberton district, the Empress mine, at Herber- 
ton, yielded copper and silver combined to the value of nearly 
£10,000, and is easily the foremost producer in Northern 
Queensland, During the latter months of the year ore-rais- 
ing practically ceased and gave precedence to development. 
The main vertical shait was sunk a further 100 ft. (total, 


276 ft.), and a crosscut at that depth was at the end of the 


year being extended to the ore-body. When finished, this 
work wiil place the owners in a position to stope out large 
quantities of ore as soon as a payable market is established. 

The second largest producer of copper-silver is the Rio 
Tinto mine, Mount Albion, the vield being close upon 
£6,000 worth. A feature of the ore in this mine is the large 
proportion of silver—about 514 oz. per ton of copper, and 
JU oz. per ton of ore; and 314 tons of copper were won 
during the year. The mine is highly payable from its pro- 
duction of silver alone, and much larger ore-bodies than 
those now worked are likely to be met with in development. 

A few other mines throughout the Herberton district have 
produced small parcels of copper ore, but no fresh develop- 
ments nor new finds of any consequence have been made. 

During the year 115,715 tons of Mount Morgan smelting 
ore was treated, and the production from this was 6,638 tons 
of copper, of the value of £730,180, and 78,967 oz. of gold, 
worth £335,431, the value of the total product in copper, 
gold, and silver being £1,700,614. In addition the company’s 
works treated from the Many Peaks mine 7,636 tons of ore, 
the yield from which was 96 tons of copper, worth £10,560, 
and 58 oz. of gold, of the value of £248. 





TIN. 


The course of the market for tin was erratic during the 
greater part of last year, and towards the close of the period 
was, owing to the stoppage of the war, marked with the 
greatest uncertainty. In the northern portion Of this State, 
where the greater portion of the yield is produced, small 
parcels of black tin were, about the middle of the vear, sold 
locally at the record prices of £280 16s. per ton for 71 per 
cent. metallic contents, and £276 per ton for 73 per cent., 
these sales being made at the apex of the market. Early 
in December, after the signing of the Armistice, buyers 
ceased to operate, and the market was dormant; while later 
in the same month £140 per ton was offered, and refused, 
with very little competition amongst buyers, for concentrates 
of 7C per cent. and over. 

With very high prices obtainable for the greater part of 
last year, the yield of lode tin in the Herberton district, the 
largest tin-producing field of the State, while it slightly 


exceeded the average of the immediately preceding two years, 


showed a substantial increase over the output of 1917. The 
vield no doubt would have been greater but for the larger 
demands for metals used in greater abundance than tin for 
the manufacture of war material, and for the increased drain 
on vigorous manhood from mining pursuits, also the increased 
cost of production was doubtless an important factor in 
limiting the quantities won. 


CoaL 


The total quantity of coal raised in Queensland last year 
was 983,193 tons, of the value of £572,305, this being a 
decrease, compared with the 1917 output, of 65,280 tons in 
quantity and £25,055 in value. The average value of the 
coal at the pit’s mouth for the whole State for 1918 
(lls. 7-7d.) was 2°96d. higher than in the preceding year. 
The chief reduction in quantity produced was in the Ipswich 
district, where the 1918 output (678,931 tons) was 49,674 tons 
less than in 1917. Decreases are also recorded from Darling 
Downs, Wide Bay, and Clermont (Blair Athol), while there 
were increases at Rockhampton (Central district), and in the 
Northern Division (Mount Mulligan). The chief cause of 
the reduced total output (a reduction of a little over 6 per 
cent.) was a lessened demand during a portion of the year 
for general trade, bunker, and railway purposes, combined 
with the enforced closing down during the greater portion 
of the period of one of the principal producing collieries of 
the Ipswich district. There was a revival during the later 
months of 1918, and consequently there is an improved out- 
look for the following year. 

The position with regard to the production of coke at 
North Ipswich has unfortunately not improved, and more 
than three-fourths of the quantity of this product used for 
smelting in Queensland continues to be supplied from New 
South Wales. 

There was a falling off on the Blair Athol Field, near 
Clermont, where the output for the year (122,812 tons) was 
9,852 tons less than in 1917. The Blair Athol Colliery, the 
largest producer on the field, suffered the greatest reduction. 
Slackness of trade at varying intervals caused periods of 














eee 





RS eae «~ ar — = ~: 


[te —- - 


28 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





MINERALS AND METALS—continued. 





idleness, and is solely responsible for the decreased yield of 
the district. 





MINING IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


Statistics which have recently been published show that 
mining operations in South Australia have been conducted 
with marked activity. 

During 1918 the production was valued at £1,451,498, a 
very little below the 1917 figure of £1,460,674, and a consider- 
able increase on 10 vears back, when the output was valued 
only at about £413,390. 

The mining interest shown for manganese ore Was respon- 
sible for a considerable increase in the production of this 
metal. In 1917 the output was valued at £1,597, while the 
figures of 1918 reached over £17,000. South Australia’s most 
productive mineral—copper—heads the list for 1918, being 
valued at £828,556, and aggregating £5,456,002 for the last 
10 years. Ironstone was valued at £277,279; salt (crude) 
£177,038, as against £93,716 for 1917; limestone was worth 
£34,813; gypsum, £28,012; pebbles (flint), £11,849; phos- 
phate (rock), £10,773: and silver-lead ore. £10,161. The 
area held under the Mining Acts at the end of December. 
1918, was 171,170 acres. 

The Chief Inspector of Mines also furnishes an interest- 
ing report regarding a discovery of rich copper ore near 
Broken Hill. Thirty-three and a quarter tons of ore dis- 
patched to the smelters yielded €859 after deducting 20s. a 
unit for treight and smelting charges. . 


CANADA. 
ONTARIO’S MINERAL PRODUCTION. 


The Ontario Bureau of Mines has issued a report on the 
Province’s production of minerals and metals during the 
first three months of 1919. The value of the output reflects 
the after-effects of the war. Nickel and copper production 
show a marked decline both in quantity and value. The 
situation, however, is expected to improve gradually. Silver 
production has decreased by over one million ounces, but the 
effect in valuation is not so great owing to the present high 
price of the metal. Cobalt and nickel oxides, metallic nickel 
and lead, show an increase in value over the 1918 figures. 


GOLD. 

Although the gold output shows a decrease of 24,104 
ounces as compared with the first quarter of 1918, the out- 
look is such that a substantial increase may be expected for 
the full vear. With the dome mill now in operation at 
Porcupine and the Kirkland Lake, and Tough-Oakes mills 
at Kirkland Lake, an improved output is anticipated for 
the hali-year report. A great deal of interest is being shown 
in the gold fields of Northern Ontario, and much prospecting 
and development of new properties is going on. During the 
period, with the exception of a few days at the end of 
March, only two mills were operating at Porcupine, namely, 
the Hollinger and McIntyre. At Kirkland Lake the Lake 
Shore and Teck-Hughes were the only mills at work. For 
the quarter 206,603 tons of ore were milled, as compared 
with 262,577 tons in 1918. Of the total, 94:5 per cent. was 
milled at Porcupine. In addition, 18,620 ounces of silver, 
worth 18.677 dols., were recovered from gold ores. 


SILVER. 

Silver from Cobalt and outlying silver camps was marketed 
to the extent of 3,080,104 ounces. In addition, 24,878 
ounces were recovered from the refining of gold ores and 
nickel-copper matte. Mines producing over one quarter 
million ounces are given in order: Nipissing, Mining Cor- 
poration of Canada, Kerr Lake, McKinley-Darragh-Savage. 
Of these, Nipissing marketed over one million ounces. Some 
very rich ore running over 8,000 ounces to the ton, has been 
taken from the Foster mine. The price of the metal re- 
mained stationary at 1-01-} dol. during the three months, 
although since Sth May export restrictions have been 
removed by the Federal Reserve Board of the United States, 
and the price has advanced. 

Southern Ontario refineries treated 1,257 tons of ore and 
concentrates, and 919 tons of residues, recovering therefrom 
1,354,441 ounces of silver in addition to the cobalt and nickel 
compounds as enumerated in the table below. Although 
170,478 lb. of metallic nickel were produced, only 16,284 lb. 
were marketed. 

The market for stellite, used for high-speed cutting tools, 
has fallen off since the war ended. New uses, however, are 
being found and a market developed for this product, which 
is an alloy of the metal cobalt. 


N1IcKEL—CopPER. 

There were 229,822 tons of nickel-copper ore raised, and 
296,954 tons smelted, as compared with 354,689 and 325,386 
tons respectively for the first quarter of 1918. The cessation 
of hostilities immediately resulted in a decreased nickel 
demand, and the period of reconstruction has not yet pro- 
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vided a market sufficiently large to absorb the war basis 
output. In consequence, there has been a great curtailment 
in production. The prices also have dropped appreciably, 
notably in the case of copper. Out of a total output of 
12,529 tons of Bessemer matte, 2,960 tons were refined at 
the Port Colborne plant of the International Nickel Company 
of Canada, the products being metallic nickel, blister copper, 
silver and gold. The last two mentioned are present in 
small proportion. The only metallic nickel recovered in 
Ontario was the small quantity obtained by the several 
refineries which treat the silver-cobalt-nickel ores of Cobalt. 
Since the Port Colborne commenced operations in July of 
last year, metallic nickel has been produced within the 
province trom nickel-copper ores. 
IRon Ore anv Pic Iron. 

fron ore smelted in the period by six companies operating 
ten blast furnaces was 362,656 tons, of which 332,479 tons 
were imported from the United States. The total output 
of pig iron was 170,325 tons, valued at 4,807,614 dols. Only 
the proportion of pig iron produced from Ontario ore is 
included in the table, namely, 8°32 per cent. of the total. 
Steel produced by the Algoma Steel Corporation and the 
“teel Company of Canada totalled 194,505 tons, worth 
5,912,459 dols. In addition, there was an output at the 
Sault of 11,631 tons of spiegel and 107,635 tons of coke. 


New producers of pig iron this year are the Perry Sound. 


fron Co., Iitd., and the Midland Iron and Steel Company, 
Ltd., wnich started operations in the autumn of 1918. 


MOLYBDENITE AND Leap. 

As a result of decreased demand tor molybdenum and a 
marked decline in price, it has not been profitable to operate 
molybdenite mines since the close of the war. The entire 
production of pig lead comes from the mine and smelter 
uperated at Galetta. 


SUMMARY OF METALLIFEROUS PRopUcTION: First QUARTER. 


Quantity. Value $. 
1918. i919. 1918. 1919. 
(iold = .. ounces 113,387 QS 188 2? 265,521 2? 026 536 
ME: = ccctisiitarinaaanieees - 4,114,856 3,105,002 3,740,843 3,152,700 
Copper, blister ...............1D. -- 1,724,631 — 270,493 
*Copper in matte .......... tons 4,727 2,674 1,748,990 588,280 
*Nickel in matte ............ . 9,677 5,610 5,896 ,200 2.692,800 
tlron ore exported ........ - 201 4,540 2,638 41,118 
ee reer - 17 404 14,170 461,940 99 ,96: 
Cobalt, metallic ... .......... lb 37.945 13.594 75,625 20,889 
CORRES GEIGO  cccsiccccccsscceves a 81,760 127,954 130,486 186,036 
Nickel oxide ...... Sara bt aia ma — 5,070 = 1,421 
Nickel metallic ............ 5, 44,154 1,830,569 17,662 756,062 
Other Nickel and Cobalt 
Eo vscncssesicnccee , 143,381 31,370 18,386 11,497 
era HO.28o 067,716 5,066 34,664 
Molybdenite concentrates , 17,410 — 4 548 _- 


os 14,207.905 10,182,479 
Copper in matte was valued at IS} cents and nickel at 30 cents per 

pound in 1918 For 1919 the values have been placed at 11 and 24 cents 
per pound respectively. 

t Including briquettes. Total shipments of iron ore to both foreign and 
domestic points in 1919 were 32,376 tons valued at $6,741. . 

+ Total output: of pig iron was 170,325 tons, worth $4,807,614. The 
tivures in the table represent proportional product from Ontario. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


SULPHUR DEPOSITS IN TEXAS. 
(From the Acting British Consul.) 
GALVESTON. 

Dealing with the development of a sulphur bed at Gulf, 
Texas, a notice of which appeared on page 615 of the 
‘Journal’ of 8th May, a local paper reports the prepara- 
tions which are being made for the movement of this mineral 
through the port of Texas City. 

A contract has been signed for a heavy movement of 
sulphur through the port of Texas City, by the Texas Gulf 
Sulphur Company, and work on the construction of bins 
will begin at once. The company’s mines at Gulf, six miles 
east of the town of Matagorda, have recently reached a 
production of 1,200 tons a day, and present plans are to 
bring the movement through Texas City to 200,000 tons a 
year. Three 5,000-ton vessels each month are expected 
to be put in service, the sulphur to be unloaded from the 
cars by an electrically-operated shovel crane, and deposited 
in bins at the ship side. The same means will be employed 
to transfer the sulphur from the bins to the ships. The 
commodity will be exported as fast as the market develops. 

The favourable rates for wharfage privileges are said to 
have decided the company on the selection of Texas City as 
an exporting point. The tariff shows a rate of 50 cents per 
net ton, or two and one-half cents per 100 pounds for 
wharfage on sulphur over the wharves of Galveston, while 
the ‘'exas City rate is twenty cents a gross ton, A counter 
offer, said to have been tendered by Galveston Wharf 
Company to reduce its established rate was made too late, 








the contract having in the meantime been signed with the. 


Texas City interests. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


IWELVE MONTHS’ PRODUCTION OF COTTON 
MILLS. 


According to the Department of Siatistics the total pro- 
duction of cotton yarn in Indian mills in the twelve months 
ended March, 1919, was 615 million lb. as compared with 
61 million Ib. in the preceding twelve months, or a de- 
crease of 7 per cent. 

As compared with the average of the five pre-war years 
(1909-10 to 1913-14) the present figure shows a decrease of 
42 million lb. or 5 per cent. The total quantity of woven 
voods manufactured during the period under report was 
450 million Ib. ‘This shows a decrease of 31 million lb. or 8 
per cent. as compared with the quantity manutactured 
during the preceding year, but an increase of 90 million Ih. 
or 30 per cent. over the pre-war ayeragé@. 


eS eS eS 


JAPAN. 


RAW SILK ENPORT STATISTICS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
YOKOHAMA. 
fhe silk-producing season is reckoned trom Ist July to 
40th June. The following table shows the number of bales 
(of 133! lb. approx.) exported during the past four seasons, 
cogether with the exports of the first six months of the 
present vear :— 


Of which 
Jap. firms 


Of which 
Jap. firms 


Seasons, To Europe. exported To U.S.A. exported Total. 
Per cent, Per cent. 

LO1l4-150 26,116 45°5 132,000 67°9 158,206 

1915-16... 28,977 39-4 [71,121 68-4 200,098 

1916-17... 42,517 39°] 197,288 65:8 239,805 

IN17-18 ..... = 33,3805 a8-e 224,07] 67-5 257 ,376 

1918-19 _...... 16,707 53-4 105,409 79-4 122,116 


(6 months. ) 
Exports In 1917. 
The quantity of silk exported from Japan, with value of 
same for each of the twelve months, is given in the Customs 
Returns as follows :— 


LOIS. 

- Piculs. Yen. 
January... 16,195 21,295,169 
February... 13,976 18,140,782 

March © ...... 15,628 19,920,822 
eres | 26,048 32,139,800 
OO errr 95.857 31,872,718 
. xakassees 13.993 . 17,844,746 
eee 21,179 30.427 278 
August ” 27 130 43,163,724 
September |. 27 638 42,516,254 
October ...... 25,022 35 864,760 - 
November... 22 S66 31,306,346 
December .... 22.758 30,662,635 








P58.200 355.155.0834 





SUMMER AND AUTUMN Crops. 

The result of the summer crop was unfavourable in all 
districts, but owing to satisfactory conditions for the autumn 
crop, the shortage was only between 2 and 3 per cent. Thus 
the total output for the whole season probably exceeds that of 
the previous year by 5 to6 per cent., although the arrivals of 
raw silk on the Yokohama market will remain about the 
same as during the preceding season on account of an in- 
creased demand for domestic consumption and the reduction 
of silk piece-goods. 

Contrary to the opinion held by Japanese dealers, business 
in January did not come up to expectations. Silk exchange 
rates began to drop rapidly and market prices also came down 
about ven 1590 per picul, America and Europe showing no 
interest at these reduced rates. 

Since tha beginning of March prices are again on the 
upward move, and it looks as if the market would take the 
same course as in the early part of February, but it can 
be said that in spite of heavy fluctuations on ihe market, 
which are only caused through heavy short sales, the position 
of Japanese spinners is precarious. The present raw silk 
prices leave a heavy loss to the spinner, who paid very high 
rates for cocoons. Stocks also are even now very heavy, and 
iresh supplies are also coming in from Kansai already. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 





CANADA. 


CUSTOMS TARLEF CHANGES. 

Customs Memorandum No. 2319s, dated 6th June. which 
has been issued by the Canadian Department of Customs. 
contains copy of the Resolutions which were recently intro- 
duced into the Canadian Parliament proposing alierations 
in the Customs Tariff of the Dominion, and which became 
effective as from 6th June, 1919. 

The alterations in the Tariff Schedule o1 Import Duties 
effected by the Resolutions are shown in the statement below, 


(Fr 
1s 


which also shows the rates of import duty previously in 
operation. With regard to these changes in the Import 
Duties, particular attention is drawn to the tact that ‘tin 
plates and sheets” which were formerly entered under item 
343 are now to be entered under item 386. The effect of this 
change, in conjunction with the abolition of the ‘*War Tax” 
on British goods, is that the preference on ‘tin plates and 
sheets’’ is increased from 2} per cent, ad valorem io 123 
per cent. ad valorem (i.e., British Preterential, Free, 
General Tariff, 5 per cent. ad calorem plus 7} per cent. 
“War Tax’’). 
“War Tax” CHANGES. 

The Resolutions also repeal the **War Tax” ot 5 per gent. 
ad valorem which was levied, with certain specified exemp- 
tions, on goods entitled to enter under the British 
Preferential Tariff. The ‘‘War Tax’? of 74 per cent. ad 
valorem on goods entering under the Iniermediate or the 
Gseneral Tariff remains in operation. All goods, thereiore, 
of a class subject to the War Tax and entitled to enter undei 
the British Preferential Tariff thus enjoy a preference oi 
74 per cent. ad valorem over goods entered under the Inter- 
mediate or the Genera! Tariff, which is in addition to any 
preference which may be granted to such goods under the 
Customs Tariff. Several additions are made to the list of 
articles which are entirely exempt from the ‘*War Tax.” 
According to the present Memorandum, the following ts a 
complete statement of the Tariff Items so exempted, viz. :— 


1 to 3 101 bebe D565 to 568 
5 to 20 1Ola 343 568a 

20a 102 345a 569 

21 to 25 103 348 576 

25a 105 to II 348a S87 

26 to 28 113 352a 5SS 7 
28a 113a 359 591 

29 114 to LIS 360 595 

29a 118a 363 5°68 

30 to 39 119 to 130 29 319 

39a 132 to 136 Jie GOL to 607 
39b 136a 384 O11 

40 to 46 137 3841 Glla 

46a 138 387a 612 

47 to 53 140 4}1 617 

55 to 60 140a 44] 625 to 627 
H0a . 141 to |45 443 to 445 631 

61 152 rs 445a 638 

Hla l52a 446 H38a 

62 153 440a,b,ande 639 

63 155 447 to 450 641 

63a 164 456 642 

64 to 69 169 to 176 459 to 461 662 

69a 17Sa 46la 663 

70 180a _ 462 676 

71 184 462a 682 

Tila 196 464 OSS 

72 to 74 201 466 689 

76 209b 466a OS89a 

77a 210b 469 690 

Sl to 83 227 470 690a 

83a 267a 472 691 

84 to 90 268 to 276 475 092 

90a 276a 483 692a 

9] 277 520 to 523 693 

93 to 97 277a 5338a HO4 

97a 279 p44 695a 

98 28] j4da 696 to 705 
99 290 55) 705a 4 
99a 329 - % 553 to 558 706 to 70% 


100 7 B29a 563 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES —continued. 





»chedule to the Customs Tariff, effected by the Resolutions : -—— 


signifies ‘‘not otherwise provided for.’’] 


The tollowing Statement shows the alterations in the S 
“n.o.p. 





——— OF IMPORT DUTY. 


New RatTEs. 


| 


Oup RATES. 


Dateien . 
mediate 








a ee) 


British 
Preferential 


Inter- 
mediate 


British 
ARTICLES. Preferential General General 





Chicory, raw or green _ per Ib 


Teae. 


D rt 
Ss cts. 


_ Tent. 





7 rea 
10 cts. 


Tariff. 


Tariff. 





d ets. 
10 ets. 


3 cts. 


21 cts. 


Tariff. 


Tariff. 





» 


3) cts, 
5 cts. 


=) Chicory, kiln-dried, roasted, or - ground per lb. 
25a Coffee, extract of n.o.p., and_ substitutes 
thereof of all kinds . .per lb. 
26 Coffee, roasted or ground, and all imitations 
thereof, and substitutes therefor, including 
acorn nuts, n.o.p. .. per lb. 8 cts. 
= Coffee, roasted or ground, ‘when not imported 
direct from the country of growth and 
production _ - - ..per lb. 


9 cts. 12 ets. 12 ects. D ets. 7 cts. 7 cts. 


10 ets. 10 ets. 3 cts. » ets. | D> ets. 


ets. plus 10 cts. plus’ 10 ets. plus 3 cts. plus 5 cts. plus, 5 cts. plus 
” palin 74% 10% 10% 74% 10% 10%, 
=5 Coffee, green, imported direct from the country 
of growth and production, and green coffee 
purchased in bond in the United King- 
dom. > ea es .. per lb. 
=a s Tea imported direct from the country of 
| growth and production, and tea purchased 
’ in bond in the United Kingdom .. per lb. 
When in wrappings, cartons, or other packages 
weighing five pounds or less, the weight of 
the wrappings, cartons, or other packages 
to be included in the weight for duty. 
Coffee, green, n.o.p. * ‘ .. per lb. 


5 ets. 7 ects. 7 ets. 2! ets. > ets. 3 cts. 


10 ets. 10 ets. 10 ets. 7 ets. 10 ets. 10 ets. 


- 
- te 


ets. plus 7 cts. plus 7 cts. plus | 2}cts. plus 3 cts. plus | 3 ets. plus 
73° 10% 10°, 74% 10% | 10% 


- /9 ill Sin] * lg t if 
Free Free Free ree Free Free 


~ 


OU) Wheat, .0.p. 

(The italicised l-tters are new. v.] 

Oa liheat, when imported from a country which 
imposes a Customs duty on wheat grown in 
Canada .. es .% ber bushel Free 
[This is a new item. | 

ol Wheat flour, n.0.p.: semolina, n.0.p. 

ya [The italicised words are new. ]} 

“1a ° Wheat flour and semolina, when imported from 
a country which imposes a Customs duty on 
wheat flour or semolina manufactured in 
Canada .. “s - per barrel 

| [This is a new item. 7 

38 Potatoes, n.o.p., and potatoes dried, desiccated 
or otherwise prepared, n.0.p. se 
[The italicised words are new.] 

Noa Potatoes when imported from a country which 
imposes a Customs auty on potatoes grown 
in Canada per bushel 
[This is a new item. | 

84 Potatoes, dried, desiccated, or otherwise prepared, 
when imported from a country which imposes 
a Customs duty on such articles produced in 
Canada. . - 
[This is a new 

' * yams.”’} 

210 Peroxide of soda; soda, sulphate of, crude, 

known as salt cake; silicate of soda in 
crystals or in solution; bichromate of 
soda; nitrate of soda or cubic nitre; sal 
soda; sulphide of sodium ; nitrite of 
soda; arseniate, binarseniate, chlorate. 
bisulphite and stannate of soda ; prussiate 
of soda and sulphite of soda - T Free* 
[This item formerly included * barilla or 
soda ash.’’] 
Barilla or soda ash rs ‘a os - Free* Free* Free* ? et. 5. ot. 
[This is a new item. | | 
| Crude petroleum in its natural state, .7900 
Specific gravity or heavier at 60 degrees | 
temperature, when imported by oil refiners 

. to be refined in their own factories .. 5° | Free Free 

290 | Cement, Portland, and hydraulic or water lime, 
in barrels, bags, or casks, the weight of the 
package to be included in the weight for 

. duty ba ; per 100-1b. 7 cts.* 10 cts.* 5 cts. Sects. | 8 cts. 

329 | Tron ore per ton S ets. Free. Free. | ree. 

334 Lead, old. scrap, pig and block — . per lb. 15%* + ct. 1 ct. i ct. 

343 | Tin, in blocks, pigs or bars; tin strip waste, | 
and tin foil. - _ - - Frec*™ Free* Free* Free Free | Free 
[This item formerly included * tin plates : 

: and sheets.’*| 
345 Zine dust, sheets and plates; sal-ammoniac 
skimmings ; and seamless drawn tubing of 
zine (see 345a) - cis _ o Free* Free* 
Zine spe'ter and zine in blocks, pigs, bars, oi | 
rods : . . per lh. Free* Free * Free* ; ct. } et. l ct. 
[This is a new item formerly ine Jude d in 
item 345. | 


i ee ee 


Free Free 8 ets. 1? ets. 


Free Free Free Free Free Free 


ree Free Free 30 cts. 50 ets. 0 cts. 


Free Free Free Free Free 


Ire _ 


Free Free 12} cts. 20 cts. 20 cts. 


ree i 


Free Free Free 15% 30% | )?”. 


item in substitution of 


Free* Free* Free Free* Free* 


2b 


67a 


Fre eC 








Free* Free Frec* Free* 


ihe items marked with an asterisk are also subject to the ‘‘War Tax’’ of 5 per cent. ad valorem under the British 
Preferential Tariff in the case of the Old Rates, and of 73 per cent. ad valorem under the Intermediate and General 
Tariffs, in both the old and the new rates. The ‘‘War Tax’’ is abolished by the present Resolutions on all goods 
entering under the British Preferential Tariff. 





on Rae 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES —continued 





Statement shows the alterations in the Schedule to the Customs Tariff. effected by the Resolutions : — 


The tollowing 
‘‘‘n.o.p.’ signifies ‘‘not otherwise provided for.’’] 


RATES OF manera DUT. 





Otp RaATEs. New Ra’ ATES. 


‘foe . 
mediate 


Tari. 


or — ~ —- 2 ee — — ————- +. ee ee 


‘ft. British 
mediate General Preferential] 

Tariff. Tariti. Tariff. 

Free* Free* Free* l ct. ul l 

ree Frec* Frec* Free Free* 


tm oS PRA ce: 
== British 
= Gereral 


Tariff. 


: ARTICLES. Preferential 
Tariff. 








] 1 ct . 


Copper in blocks, ingots and pigs .. per Ib | 
Free* 


Brass and copper scrap .. ¥ es - 

Brass in blocks, ingots or pigs : copper in bars 
or rods, not less than six feet in length, un- 
manutactured, n.o.p.; copper in_ strips, 
sheets or plates, not polished, planished or 
coated ; brass or copper tubing, in lengths 
not less than six feet, and not polished, 
bent or otherwise manufactured .. ' 
Items 348, 348b, and 348c were formerly 

included under item 348. ] 

Copper in bars or rods when imported by manu- 
facturers of trolley, telegraph and telephone 
wires, electric wires, and electric cables for 
use only in the manufacture of such articles 


Free* Free* Free* 5%, 10°* 10° _* 


258d 


Frec*® 


Boba 


in their own factories 
_This is a new item. | 


Nickel, 


plates 
Formerly 


Nickel silver 


bars and 


included 


rods, 


and German silver, 


strips, 


item 


350a 


strips, sheets, plates or anodes 
(The italicised words are new. | 
tolled iron or steel sheets and strips, polished 


or not, number fourteen gauge 


in bars, 


sheets, or 


lexcept 


rods, 


and thinner, 


Free* 


Free* 


k ree 


Free* 


Free* 


ree = 


Free 


Free 


F ree™ 


Free* 


10°,* 


Free* 


10%,* 





n.o.p.; Canada plates ; Russia iron ; terne 
plates and rolled sheets of iron or steel, 
coated with zinc, spelter or other metal, of 
all widths or thicknesses, n.o.p.; and 
rolled iron or steel hoop, band, scroll or 
-trip, number fourteen gauge and thinner, 
galvanised or coated with other metal, 
not, n.o.p. 

IS 4A . Rolled iron or steel hoop, ‘band, scroll or . strip, 
number fourteen gauge and thinner, and 
rolled iron or steel sheet, when imported by 
manufacturers for use only in their own 
factories in the manufacture of galvanised 
‘ron or steel hoop, band, scroll, strip or sheet .. em 
[This is a new item.)| 

Cultivators, harrows, horse-rakes, 
manure-spreaders and weeders, 
ple te 


* ~( x 


Free + a oo ix 0 


Free Free Free 
seed-drills, 
and com- 


446 


20° a st 


446b 
t460e 


not in- 


parts theroof  .. : wi ‘a 1210/ * 17: 
Ploughs, and complete parts the ‘reoft .. a 210/ * = 
Windmills and complete parts thereof, " 

cluding shafting 


20° 4 * 


m/e 4 pd 








‘Items 446, 446b, and 446c¢ were formerly 
included under item 446. | 

Portable engines with boilers, in combination, 
horse-powers and traction engines for farm 
purposes ; wind-stackers and threshing 
machine separators, including  baggers, 
weighers and self-feeders therefor, and com- 
plete parts of all articles specified in this 
tariff item - bal 7 ‘a ja 15°! * 17$%* 20% * 
'The italicised words are substituted for 

* and finished parts thereof for repairs.”” | 

Hay loaders, potato diggers, fodder or feed cut- 
cutters, grain crushers, fanning mills, hay 
tedders, farm, road or field rollers, post hole 
diggers, snaiths, and other agricultural 
implements, n.o.p. —. 

59] Farm waggons and comple te par ts thereof 

59]q . Freight waggons, dravs and sleighs, and com- 
plete parts thereof 
iItems 591 and 591la were forme ‘rly ine cluded 

under 591. ] 

Settlers’ effects, viz.:— Machines, vehicles and 
implements for agricultural purposes, moved 
hy mechanical power, if actually owned 
abroad by the settler for at least six months ; 
hefore his removal to Canada, and subject to \ 
regulations prescribed by the Minister of 
Customs. . ia es o« “s wa , , 

Provided that the said machines, vehicles, and 
implements may not be so entered unless 
hrought by the settler on his first arrival, and 
shall not be sold or otherwise disposed of 
without payment of duty until after twelve 
months’ actual use in Canada. 

‘This is a new item. ] 


447 


910’ - 710/ 
12407 173% 174%, 


$45 


te 50/ * 10/ 9,0 
ra) awd /O 123 /O =U /O 
/ * PAO’ * 50/ . ILO 
se aI 6 oo 20 /O 


> ¥—4 o/ ‘ a5 O’ * 


P7101 * I910/ * 220/ * i 
‘> Oo mms /O > /O as ® i." ~_* 


«J 9 


SUA 


Free Free 


K ree 


~ *The items marked with an asterisk are also subject to the ‘‘War Tax’’ of 5 per cent. ad valorem under the British 
Preterential Tariff in the case of the Old Rates, and of 74 per cent. ad valorem under the Intermediate and General 
Tariffs, in both the old and the new rates. The ‘‘War Tax” is abolished by the present Resolutions on all goods 
entering under the British Preferential Tariff. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 


AUSTRALIA. 


PROHIBITION ON IMPORTATION OF TIN 
PLATES REVOKED. 

The High Commissioner for Australia is advised by the 
Commonwealth Government that the Proclamation of 25th 
september, 1918, published in the ‘Commonwealth of 
Australia Gazette” of 26th September, 1918, which prohibited 
ihe importation into Australia of tin plates unless the con- 
sent in writing of the Minister tor Trade and Customs had 
tirst been obtained, was revoked on 4th June. 








PROHIBITED EXPORTATION OF CERTAIN 
CHEESE. 

The ‘Commonwealth of Australia Gazette’ of Ist May 
contains copy of a Proclamation, dated 30th April, 1919, 
prohibiting the exportation from the Commonwealth ot 
cheese containing margarine or other foreign fatty 
substance. 

FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 
CONSIGNMENT OF GOODS TO A CUSTOMS 
WAREHOUSE. 

The *‘Federated Malay States Government Gazette” ot 
2sth March contains copy of Notification No. 1181, relative 
to the importation of dutiable goods into the States of Perak, 
Selangor, and Negri Sembilan. The Notification states that 
notwithstanding anything contained in the rules relating to 
the importation of dutiable liquors and tobacco, any dutiable 
article which is consigned to a Customs warehouse within 
the Federated Malay States may, on importation into the 
State, be forwarded to such Customs warehouse notwith- 
standing that the duty thereon be unpaid, provided that 
such article is imported by rail or at the ports of Telok 

Anson, Port Weld, Port Swettenham, or Port Dickson. 





ee 





JOQHORE. 
) REVISED ENPORT DUTIES. 

The Export Duties operative in the State of Johore under 
Notifications Nos. 157 of 1916, and 29 and 185 of 1918, have 
been repealed, and the following export duties imposed 
under Notification No. 66. with effect from Ist April, 1919. 





VIZ. :— 
AGRICUTTURAT. PRODUCE. 
Dols. 
per pikul 
I iii vickcncacdvanestscssocwediiuss beidoduieaanl 1-20 
Arecanuts (Biah or Tuas) ..............cccccsccccecees 0-30 
CE ooo. os os cn cee eaeineoRenE 0-20 
PE Oe ROTC D . 0-12 
0 Sere kbewaene pebinneniniesaanieeien 1-00 
per cent. 
ad valorem. 
F I rea gee kbc oa alae 6 
BE - Si cieuekasnaueven -tusnerniennnes ici esc nic ta aes icialansen . & 
Tapioca, sago, tapioca and sago refuse, sugar, 
CE EE kcccenwucnpaucendwnvensrnuxsehvacuewnes s) 
Dols. 
- per ‘‘tandan.”’ 
ae AMS DARA ORONO TY OTR eI O-] 
per LOO 
Durians © ........ Pe Re ee TE TE Se eer Ord) 

}* y h 
eels are ds eed wees 0-3) 
Rubber latex (one gallon of latex being taken as 

equivalent to one pound of cultivated rubber), 
coconuts, copra, coconut oil— 
When the title to the land from which such pro- 
duce is derived, issued by or on behalf of the 
Ruler of the State— 
(a) exempts such produce from export duty Nv. 
(b) reserves to the State any rent, royalty 
SY Ghiniatiiwienkeernesnesicanuchoserseeaccnss 2} 
per cent. 
ad valorem. 
(¢) is not such as 1s specified in clauses (a) 
SE ‘ccccdgnicmipamnsisnsavenbidsnsivnede 5 
Cultivated rubber— 
When the title to the land from which such rubber 





is derived, issued by or on behalf of the Ruler 
of the State— 


(a) exempts such preduce from export duty = Nv/. 
tb) reserves to the State any rent. royalty 
BEE ° hcduincnntuichseadepembbitccenenhiinianies 2} 
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per cent. 
ad valorem. 
is not such as is specified in clauses (a) 
PND aciqcreninntoormmneinenimindnwss 5 
(ce) is not such as js specified in clauses (a) 
ot cultivated rubber is fixed at less than 50 dols. 
per pikul, no export duty shall be chargeable. 
Other agricultural produce not specified .......... 5 


(c} 
\ 


FOREST PRopuce. 
per cent. 
ad valorem. 
Timber, firewood, mangrove, bark, damar, gharu. 
rotan, atap, kajang. sambir, woodoil, uneulti- 
OP ce ceiansnnndesnciadkcrernenie silehibmtouseien .. 1d 


per cent. 
ad valorem. 
a er Pee ee eS eT ae . BB 
Tin. sinelted or manufactured— 
Dols. 
per bhara. 
When the price of tin does not exceed 41 dols. per 


SE ~idsuieucin pundavy waheniegndniplidiiliimunineesiasynes 10-08 
When the price of tin exceeds 41 dols. but does 

NII cnn sctsiseniaeannntesucammeidaaenaetsis LO-50 
When the price of tin exceeds 42 dols. but does not 

CS, Sec ctevswunnncwedivakienenecmemesinneweuniass 11-00 


And so on, the duty per bhara being increased by 
90 cents for every dollar by which the price 0 
tin exceeds 41 dols. 

70 per cent. ot the duty on 
tin: with an additional 
duty of 30 dols. per pikul 
in the case of tin-ore ex- 
ported otherwise than 

BE saimin acunwexeustacnunes under such guarantees as 

the State Secretary may 

require that it shall be 
smelted in the Straits 

Settlements, Australia, 01 

the United Kingdom. 








Woltram and scheelite oo... 0c. ccc cece eee eeee - free, 
per cent. 
ad valorem. 
All other metals and metalliterous ores ...... we 20 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
per cent. 
ad valorem. 
Fish, marine produce, horns, hides, ivory, guano, 

I SO I INS | vida sinsinatinacaniisnnesesoons LG 

| Notr.—The amount of the duty on all articles in respect 
of which duty is assessed on an ad valorem basis, except tin 
and tin ore, shall be calculated on such values as Govern- 
ment may from time to time prescribe. ] 

The value of tin shall ke taken at the time of export 
thereof at the latest ascertained market price of tin in 
Singapore, and the value of tin-ore shall be calculated upon 
such latest ascertained market price. 


FOREIGN. 





CHINA. 


NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF. 

With reference to the notice at pages 530-6 of th 
‘Journal’ for the Ist May. setting out the new Import 
Tarifi for China, as framed by the Tariff Revision Confer- 
ence, the Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of telegraphic informatie from H.M. Munister at 
Peking to the effect that the revised Tariff was to be 
publicly notified in China on the Ist July, and will be ¢n- 
forced from the Ist August at Treaty ports and certain 
froniier Customs stations. 


GREECE. 
CONSUMPTION TAX ON IMPORTED ALCOHOL 
AND ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a despatch from H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires at 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TABIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 








Athens, giving particulars of the consumption tax now levied 
in Greece on alcohol and alcoholic liquors imported from 
abroad ond intended for home consumption. 

The consumption duty, as fixed by Law 971 of the 21st 
October /4th November, 1917, and increased by Royal Decree 
of the 5th/18th March, 1919 (with effect as from Ist/ 14th 
April), is levied as shown below :— 

Per kilog. 
Drachmes. Leptas. 
ior spirits of wine of whatever strength...... 3 00 
or all spirituous liquors, or chemical, phar- 
maceutical or industrial products contain- 
ing spirits of wine :— 


Testing 70 degrees and over ......... 3 00 
Below 70 degrees and above 30 degrees 2 25 
Testing below 30 degrees ............... l 12} 


Wines of all kinds of an alcoholic content 
exceeding 16 degrees : — 
Per kilogram of anhydrous alcoholic 
contents in excess of 16 degrees...... 2 90 

H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires states that alcohol may be imported 
free of the consumption tax provided that it is used for mix- 
ing with local wines intended for export and is employed for 
this purpose under the supervision of the proper Government 
officials, 

The consumption tax, of which particulars have been given 
above, is charged in addition to the ordinary Customs Import 
Duty. This duty is levied at the undermentioned rates :— 

Per oke (liquid). 
Drachmes. Leptas. 

Alcohol and aicohohe liquors :-—~ 
Of a strength exceeding 70 degrees 
of the areometer (centigrade; ........ 
Of a strength not exceeding 70 degrees 0) 
Liqueurs 
DEEP aitvnatcunhceats wiknacenied- ereedisieeeneseeee Free. 


—s 
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NETHERLAND EAST INDIES. 


GOODS FOR WHICH EXPORT LICENCES ARE 
REQUIRED. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, threugh the Foreign 
Uffice, of copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul-General at 
Batavia reporting that a notice approved in the ‘‘Javasche 
Courant” (Government Gazette of the Netherland East 
Indies), on the 22nd April, announcing that the Office of 
Foreign Trade in Batavia is now closed, and that the func- 
tions of that Office in regard to import and export licences 
were in future to be assumed by the Director of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Industry and Commerce at Buitenzorg. 
Applications for the export of tin will be dealt with by the 
Director of the Government Trade at Weltevreden. 

Licences are still required in respect of the following 





articles before export from the Netherland East Indies can 


be effected :— 

Kinabark, quinine and salts of quinine, tin, tin-ore, tea, 
pepper, coffee, copra, mineral oils and products thereof, and 
groundnuts. 


a eee ———————— 


PORTUGAL. 
REMOVAL OF CERTAIN EXPORT SURTANES. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, threugh the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a despatch from H.M. Minister at Lisbon 
reporting that, under Decree No. 5882, dated the 17th June, 
the export surtaxes of 2 per cent. ad valorem on figs and 
5 per cent. ad valorem on locust beans and other fodder 
have been abolished.  Exportation of these products is, 
however, still subject to the authorisation of the 
Directorate-General of Foreign Tirade. 


SPAIN. 


TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF EXPORT DUTY 
ON LEAD ORES PROLONGED. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of translation of a Spanish Royal Order, dated the 
slst May, by which the export duty of 1 peseta 50 cts. per 
i00 kilogs on galena, iitharges and other lead ores (Sec. 5 of 
the Spanish Export Tariff), and of 1 peseta per 100 kilogs on 
argentiferous lead (Sec. 6 of the Export Tariff), is further 
Suspended for a period of 3 months, i7.e., until the 31st 
August next. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


ISSUE OF IMPORT LICENCES FOR PIG-TIN ANT 
METALS CONTAINING TIN. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information to the effect that the War Trade Board 
of the United States announce that, as from 16th June, 
applications will be considered for import licences in respect 
of pig-tin and all metal alloys containing tin, including tin 
drosses, tin oxides, solder drosses, type metals, anti-friction 
metals, waste metals, and other metals containing tin. This 
ruling is subject to the provisos that any licences issued will 
only cover the importation of shipments from places of origin 
on or after 30th June, and, further, that the licences will 
not be valid for the entry of the goods until Ist August. 











PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 





FRANCE. - 


BILL RESPECTING CUSTOMS REGIME OF 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS. 

With reference to the notice under the above heading at 
page 256 of the “Journal” for the 20th February, respecting 
a Bill which had been submitted to the Chamber of Deputies 
containing provisions designed to develop the use of gil 
fuel in factories and in the French naval and merchant 
marine, the Board of Trade are now in receipt of copy of the 
Bill as adopted by the Chamber on the 12th June. As the 
original Bill has been considerably modified, a translation 
of it in its present form is printed below :— 

BILL FoR THE MODIFICATION oF THE Customs REGIME OF 
PETROLEUM Propucts IMPORTED INTO FRANCE. 

Art. 1.--The duties on mineral oils and the 1egulations 
relating thereto, including the tax on manufacture, resulting 
from the Law of 30th June, 1893, and subsequent Laws, are 
maintained subject to the stipulations in the following 
Article : — 

Art. 2.—On importation from foreign countries, petroleum 
residues destined for motor fuel, for combustible purposes, 
as well as for the construction and maintenance of roads and 
ways of communication (and answering to the conditions 
laid down in the Regulations), are admissible at a duty of 
SO centimes per 100 kilogs net, under the ‘‘General’’ Tariff, 
and of 40 centimes per 100 kilogs net under the ‘‘Minimum”’ 
Tariff, not including, in cases where it is due, the ‘‘entrepot’’ 
surtax, or surtax of origin, of 5 frances per 100 kilogs net. 
and subject to their being destined for such uses without 
being subjected to any modification or transformation in a 
supervised or other establishment. 

Art. 3.—Factories engaged in the treatment of crude 
mineral oils of foreign origin, and which undertake the 
extraction of residues of the kinds admissible at the reduced 
rate of duty, are subjected to the control of officers of the 
Customs at the expense of the proprietors of the factories. 
Crude oils, as defined by the Tariff, have only to pay, on 
entry into the factory, the ‘‘entrep6t’’ surtax or surtax of 
origin of 5 francs per 100 kilogs net, in cases where they 
are liable to this surtax by reason of the circumstances of 
their importation. 

It is not permitted to introduce into controlled factories 
erude oil liable to different rates of duty, except under con- 
ditions which ensure separate storing and treatment. 

Refined oils and essences can only be admitted into con- 
trolled factories after previous payment of the duty of 25 
francs per 100 kilogs, or of 10 franes per hectolitre, accord- 
ing to the Tariff applicable, not including the ‘‘entrepdt’’ 
surtax or surtax of origin of 5 franes per 100 kilogs net, 
when payable. 

Art. 4.—The duties to ke collected on products delivered 
from controlled factories are fixed as follows :- 





For products derived from crude 
oils subject to— 


. The General The Minimum 
Tariff. Varift. 
Frances. Cts, Franes. Cts. 
per 100 kil. per 100 kil. 
net. net. 
| *11 40 
rn . . or per hecto- 
Refined oils and essences ............ “21 Wy “iitre 
| a 40 
per 100 kil. 
; _ ; net. 
Residues as defined in Art. 2........ () 70 0) 30 
Lubrica ting oils and residues other 
than those mentioned above ...... 1] 00 g On 
Paraffin .......... REE eae Ere re 31 50 9] on 
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Fh Oe Mae on, Me 





od THE BOARD OF 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 





Residues delivered from controlled factories at the reduced 
duty are subject to the same conditions concerning employ- 
ment as those directly imported. 

The régime tor pitch and coke will be determined by tiie 
Decrees contemplated by Art. 7. 

Art. 5.—Residues destined for the motors of war or mer- 
chant vessels shall be free from duty under conditions to be 
determined by Decrees. 

Art. 6.—Residues admitted at the reduced duty, on im- 
portation or delivery from controlled factories, must be 
contained in receptacles, on which shall be described the 
specification, characteristics, and destination of the goods, in 
accordance with regulations to be laid down by Decree as 
provided in Art. 7. 

Art. 7.—The conditions of application of the present Law 
shall be determined hy Decrees setting out regulations for 
administration, particularly as regards the methods ot 
control (ot supervised factories), the definition of residues. 
the conditions of despatch or delivery for privileged uses, 
and, finally, the conditions to which the admission of ile 
various products into the controlled factories will be 
subordinated. 

Art. 8.—Infractions of the present Law and of the Decrees 
issued in connection therewith shall be punished by a fine o1 
1,000 to 10,000 francs, independently of the payment, where 
due, of the duties sought to be evaded. 

“Including the manufacturing tax. 





FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 
NEW TARIFF SURTAXES. 


The following misprint at page xxiv. of the Supplement to 
last week’s “ B.T.J.’’ requires correction. 

In ‘‘ Schedule B ” (third column) for ‘‘ Importation under 
special licences and Agreement requirements,”’ read, ‘‘ Im- 
portation under special licences and according to require- 
ments.”’ 





- 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT AND IMPORT SECTION. 


RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The Board of Trade announce that the following relaxation 
of the existing prohibitions of export will be brought into 
force as from to-day. 

Further relaxations will be announced in subsequent issues 
of the ‘‘ Journal.” 


EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The following is a list of the articles affected and of the 
changes made in the nature of the prohibitions applicable 
to each. In explanation of the changes it should be noted 
that goods on List A are prohibited to all destinations, 
and that goods on List B to all destinations outside the 
British Empire, while goods on List C are prohibited only 
to countries neighbouring enemy countries* 

It will of course be understood that the existing position 
regarding trading with encmy countries is in no way affected 
by these modifications. 

[Notr.—Attention is called to the fact that by the 
Proclamation of the Ist October, 1918, all goods, whether 
mentioned by name or not (excepting printed matter and 
accompanied personal affects, and the goods on the Export 
Free List published in the ‘‘ Journal” of 20th March) are 
prohibited on List C.] 
HEADING TRANSFERRED FROM ONE LIST TO 

ANOTHER. 











From. To. 


Hieading. 
A C 


RIE | scncuiuuncunsehbsnmanaeciedilbesxkiinteextiiih 

*All Destinations in European Russia and in other Foreign 
Countries in Europe and on the Mediterranean, except 
france and French Possessions, Italy and_ Italian 
Possessions, Belgium, Portugal, Greece, Serbia, Roumania, 
iceland and the Faroe Islands, Spain and Morocco, 
Palestine and Syria, as far north as a line from Alexandretta 
io Aleppo inclusive, and as far east as the Hejaz railway 
inclusive, Czecho-Slovakia, Alsace-Lorraine, and __ the 
portions of Austria-Hungary and territories on both 
hanks of the Rhine in the occupation of the Armies of the 
Associated Governments, and to all ports in any such foreign 
countries. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





HEADING ALTERED. 
. Delete. Substitute. 
(A) Hides. wet salted, (A) Hides, British and 
cattle. lrish cattle. 
(C) Hides, except British 
and Trish cattle. 


ENPORTS OF FOODSTUFFS. 


The Board of Trade (Export Licence Department) an- 
nounce that it has been decided that Mincemeat and Mince 
Pies may he regarded as on Section ‘‘C” of the Prohibited 
list, and may, therefore, under the terms ot the Open 
General Licence mentioned in the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’? 
of the lJth June last (page 783), be exported freely to all 
destinations except Bolshevist Russia and unoccupied 
Hungary without any other formalities than those required 
by the ordinary regulations of H.M. Customs and Excise. 





IMPORTS OF SILK HOSIERY. 


The Department of Import Restrictions hereby notify that 
the importation of Silk Hosiery (including mixtures of silk 
and cotton containing more than 25 per cent. of silk by 
weight), which has hitherto been freely allowed from certain 
countries, will now be restricted to 50 per cent. of 1916 
imports. Applications tor licences should be made to the 
—_— of Import Restrictions, 22. Carlisle Place. 
S.W. 1. 





IMPORT LICENCES ISSUED. 


Since the Jast issue of the ‘‘Journal’’ the following general 
licences have been issued :— "T 
(1) Leather of all descriptions. 
(2) Leather Board and Cut Leather Stock. 
(3, Paints and enamels. 
The general licence for pyrites has been revoked, but 
applications for special licences may be made to the Depart- 
ment of Import Restrictions, 22, Carlisle Place, S.W. 1. 





POSTAL SECTION. 





MAIL SERVICE TO AUSTRIA. 

The Austrian Authorities have now removed the restric- 
tions under which registered correspondence could not be 
sent to Austria (States of Upper and Lower Austria, Styria, 
Carinthia, Salzburg, Northern Tyrol, Vorarlberg, and 
Liechtenstein), and unregistered letters were required to be 
posted without fastening down the flap of the cover. Postal 
packets of any kind, except parcels and insured articles, 
can now be forwarded to these States. 





PARCEL POST TO TRENTINO, ISTRIA AND 
DALMATIA. 


Parcels can now be accepted for transmission by post to 
Trentino, Istria, and Dalmatia at the rates of postage and 
under the general conditions applicable to parcels addressed 
to Italy. Insurance is, however, limited to £12 per parcel 
(300 frances). 





PARCELS FOR SYRIA AND PALESTINE. 


The Postmaster-General announces that parcels may now 
be sent to places in Syria as far north as Alexandretta, but 
not east of Aleppo. The postage is:—3 lb., 2s. 4d.; 7 Ib., 
3s.; 11 lb., 3s. 8d. The postage on parcels for Palestine has 
been reduced to:—3 lb., ls. 11]d.; 7 lb., 2s. 7d.; 11 Ib., 
3s. 3d 

Remittances may be made by money order to the same 
territory in Syria, but postal orders will not be payable, 
and after Ist July British postal orders will cease to be 
payable at civil post offices in Palestine. Remittances may 
still be made by postal order to troops. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE. —continuea. 


FOOD SECTION, 
SUGAR FOR PRESERVING AUTUMN FRUIYS. 


The Royal Commission on the Sugar Supply has already 
arranged tor the release during the months ot May, June, 
and July of special supplies of sugar to meet the require- 
ments of persons desiring to preserve soft summer fruits, 
whether grown by themselves or bought, tor domestic use. 
lt is now prepared to release further supplies during the 
months of September and October for the domestic preserv- 
ing of autumn fruits. 

fhe procedure tor the distribution ot these further 
supplies will be similar to that which obtained in connection 
with the previous distribution. <All persons who wish to 
obtain sugar for preserving autumn fruits must deposit 
with their registered retailers, between the 3Uth June and 
the 12th July, an order for the specific quantity which they 
are prepared to purchase, either by means of an entry on 
a list kept by the retailer, or by letter, and must accompany 
the order with a declaration that they pledge themselves 
neither to use the sugar for any other purpose than the 
preserving of fruit, nor to sell it to any third party. 

Applicants should endeavour to make as accurate an 
estimate as possible of the quantities they expect to use, 
and should not give orders for quantities in excess of that 
amount. In cases where applicants over-estimated the 
quantity of sugar they were in a position to use tor the 
preservation of sott summer fruits, and consequently will 
have a surplus trom the previous distribution, the surplus 
should be taken into account, and the quantity applied for 
in connection with the issue for autumn fruits should be 
reduced accordingly. 











BURMA RICE. 

It has been brought to the notice of the Food Controller 
that Burma Rice is being offered for sale as Polished 
Burma, Polished Bassein, and Polished Rangoon, at prices 
exceeding dd. per lb., the maximum price permitted for 
this rice under the Rice (Retail Prices) Order, 1918. The 
attention of the public is drawn to the fact that Burma 
Rice, under whatever description, and whether polished or 
unpolished, may not be sold at a price exceeding 4d. per |b. 
The only rices that may be sold at a higher price are those 
mentioned in the Schedule to the Order, viz., re-milled 
Java, re-milled White Bengal (Patna), re-milled Siam, 
Garden Siam, Spanish, Carolina and other North American 
Rices, Japan. 





MILK PRICES ORDER. 

The Milk (Summer Prices) Amendment Order gives effect 
to the decision of the Food Controller (which has already 
been announced) that, owing to the increase in the cost of 
production of milk due to the prolonged drought, an increase 
of 4d. per gallon on the maximum price of milk produced 
in England and Wales during the month of July will be 
allowed, the wholesale and retail maximum prices for the 
milk being correspondingly increased. The Order also pro- 
vides for an additional charge for bottling at the rate of 3d. 
per quart in the case of sales by wholesale other than by the 
producer, and includes milk which has been submitted to 
any one or more of the following processes, namely, pasteuri. 
sation, sterilisation, and homogenisation or any like process. 

In consequence of the Order, it is necessary to make special 
arrangements for milk imported into England or Wales from 
Scotland (where the price remains unaltered) by dealers in 
milk and manufacturers of milk products (viz., butter, 
cheese, condensed milk, dried milk and cream), and direc- 
tions have been issued for the purpose. All milk dealers, 
whether wholesale or retail, and all manufacturers of milk 
products in England and Wales who purchase milk from 
Scotland during July, must be licensed for the purpose and 
must keep records of these purchases. 

Applications for licences should be made immediately to 
the Secretary (Milk Branch), Ministry of Food, Belvedere 
Road, S.E. 1. It will be a condition of the licence that 
dd. per gallon on milk purchased from Scotland during the 
month of Jily shall be paid to the Food Controller. 





GENERAL SECTION. -? 


MERCHANT SHIPPING (CONVENTION) ACT, 
1914. 


ProcLAMATION OF POSTPONEMENT. 
_ The following Proclamation, dated 25th June, has been 
issued : — 





GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continued. 








Whereas on the 20th day of January, 1914. an Inter- 
national Convention tor the Safety of Life at Sea, and for 
purposes incidental thereto, was duly entered into bv His 
Majesty and the other Signatory Powers more especially 
referred to and set out in the said Convention : ) 

And whereas a Statute 4 and 5 Geo. V, c. 50, intituled ‘An 
Act to make such amendments of the law relating to 
Merchant Shipping as are necessary or expedient to give 
effect to an International Convention tor the Safety of Life 
at Sea’? (being the Convention above referred to) was passed 
on the 10th day of August, 1914, the short title of which is 
“The Merchant Shipping (Convention) Act, 1914”: 

And whereas by Section 29, Sub-section 5, of the said 
Act 1 was provided as follows :— 

“This Act shall come into operation on the Ist day of 
Julv, 1915: 

‘Provided that His Majesty may, by Order-in- 
Council, from time to time postpone the coming into 
operation of this Act for such period, not exceeding on 
any occasion of postponement one vear, as may be 
specified in the Order” : 

And whereas by divers Orders-in-Council the coming into 
operation of the said Act has been trom time to time post- 
poned, and now stands postponed, by virtue of an Order-in- 
Council of the 18th dav of December, 1918, until the Ist dav 
of July, 1919: 

And whereas His Majesty deems it expedient that the 
provisions of the said Act should be further postponed: 

Now, therefore, His Majesty, by and with the advice of 
His Privy Council, in pursuance of the powers vested in Him 
by the above-recited provision, and of all other powers Him 
thereunto enabling, doth order, and it is hereby ordered, 
that the provisions of the Merchant Shipping (Convention) 
Act, 1914, shall be postponed from coming into operation 
until the Ist day of January, 1920. 





PRICES OF SPIRITS. 

Owing to the tact that supplies of spirits were not available 
for public consumption under the Spirits (Prices and 
Description) Order, 1919, the Food Controller has issued an 
amending Order, which came into operation on the 26th 
June. The readjustment of inter-trade prices effected by 
the Order has been unanimously agreed by the Spirits Trade 
Advisory Committee to the Ministry of Food. The agreed 
scale of inter-trade prices is contained in the followang 
schedule : — 

Pari 1.—Spirits Sonp 1n Bux. 
Column 1. Column 2. 
Kind of spirits. Maximum price at the rate 
Any spirits. of :— 
(a) If sold ‘‘in bond,” 
18s. 6d. per regauge proof 
gallon, less a discount of a 
minimum of 15 per cent. 
(b) If sold ‘‘Duty paid,” 
51s. per gallon, 30 degrees 
under proof, less a discount 
of a minimum of 10 per cent. 
Part 2.—Spirits Soup 1n BotTtte. 
Column 1. Column 2. 
Kind and strength of spirits. Maximum price at the rate 
Spirits 30 deg. under proof ot: — 

If sold ‘‘in bond’? a sum 
not exceeding 40s. per case, 
less a discount of a minimum 
of 6s. per case. This price 
includes cost of delivery to 
buyer’s bond and any charges 
that may be incurred for 
packing and packages. If 
sold ‘‘duty paid’’ a sum not 
exceeding 109s. per case, less 
a discount of a minimum of 
Os. per case. 

This price includes (1) cost 
of delivery to  buyer’s 
premises when delivery is 
by road, and to buyer’s 
nearest railway station when 
delivery is by rail; and (2) 
any charges that may be in- 
curred for packing or pack- 
ages: except that where the 
spirits are delivered in 
hinged or bin cases a charge 
may be made for such cases 
not exceeding the reasonable 
ralue thereof: provided that 
such sum shall be repaid on 
return of such cases in good’ 
condition. 








' South Africa. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADEB—continuceu. 





Notr.—( 1) The Third Schedule refers to sales to a licensed 
trader tor the purposes of his trade. (2) The maximum 
prices in the Third Schedule shall be subject to discount cnly 
where the sale is to a person buying for resale to a licensed 
trader for the purposes of his trade. } 

The prices of 10s. 6d. per reputed quart bottle is un- 
aitered, and there is no other increase in the prices to the 
public, which were in force at the time of the Budget. 

The maximum prices for spirits sold in a public bar in 
«juantities of less than a reputed quart bottle is now the 
same for consumption on and off the premises, and on sales 
in premises licensed only for off-consumption the maximum 
price is now 2s. 6d. per gill for Proprietary Whisky 30 deg. 
I.P. and 2s. ld. per gill for any other spirits 30 deg. U.P. 


THE NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT. 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with section 1, sub- 
section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, and 
No. 11 ot the Staiutory Rules and Orders No. 265 of 1918 
Non-Ferrous Metal Industry that licences under the Non- 
Ferrous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the Board 
-ot Trade to under-mentioned companies or individuals : — 
Motherwel! Machinery Co., The, Inshaw Works, Motherwell. 
Muro Moir and Co., 8, Endell Street, W.C. 2. 
Wilsen, Latham and Co., 75, Whitworth Street, Manchester. 
sage, W. J., and Co., 2, Fen Court, Fenchurch St., E.C. 3. 
West, Waiter James, 119-120, London Wall, E.C, 2. 
Edwards, A. G., and Co., 5, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street. 

E.C, 3. 
North, V. ©.. and Co., 76, Finsbury Pavement, I.C. 2. 
Yorkshire Copper Works, The, Pontefract Road, Leeds. 


——$—$—$—$—— ne 


WAR SAVINGS CERTIFICATES. 
REPAYMENT IN AUSTRALIA. 

Arrangements have been made with the Commonwealth 
Bank ot Australia which will enable persons residing in 
Australia. to obtain repayment in that country of any War 
savings Certificates they may hold. These arrangements 
will only admit of the repayment of the whole amount due 
on any single Certificate, not part payment thereof. 

Those who are desirous of availing themselves of this 
facility should fill up a Form of Request and forward it to 
the Controller, Money Order Department, General Post 
Office, Holloway, London, N.7. These forms may be obtained 
at the Commonwealth Bank ot Australta, New Broad Street, 
E.C.2, at the Australian Imperial Forces’ Headquarters, 
Horseferry Road, $.W.1, at the Australian Field Post Oitices. 
and from the Controller of the Money Order Department. 


EE 
—— 


‘COLONIAL AND FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED. 








The following is a list of Colonial and Foreign Publica- 
tions on Trade and other subjects, recently received and 
filad for reference at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence) :— 


British india. 
Department of Statistics— 
Agricultural Statistics of India, 1916-17. Volume IT. 
Imports into Chief Ports during February, 1919. Showing the quan- 
tities of the Principal Staples of Agricultural Produce Imported. 
Cotton Press Return. No. 13 of 1918-19. 
Monthly Accounts Relating to the Trade by Land of British India 
with Foreign Countries. January, 1919. 
Inland Trade (Rail and River-borne) of India. 
1918. 
Agricultura! Statistics of India, 1916-17. Volume II. 
Report on the Maritime Trade of Bengal for the Official Year 1918-19. 
Agricultural Research Institute, Pusa. Progress of the Sugar Cane 
Industry in India during the years 1916 and 1917. Bulletin No. §85. 


Statistics for 1917- 


Crhraltar. | 
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure, 1919 


Union Department of Agriculture. Report for the Year ended 31st March, 
1918, 

tnion of South Africa Department of Agncuiture— 
Some Insects Iniurious to the Black Wattle. Bulletin No. 1, 191s. 
Root Disease in Cane, and Sugeestions for its Control. Bulletin No. 


4, 1918. 


Straits Settiements 
Annual Departmental Report of the 
1917. 


Straits Settlements 


Switzerland. 
ion nNixse 1 


du Commerce et de Ulndustrie. Report 





JuLY 35, 1919. 


Commercial Returns. 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 26 weeks ended 26th June, 1919-:— 


Week 26 Weeks , Week (26 Wecks 
ended ended ended | ended 
26th June, 26th June.) 26th June (26th June 
1919. 1919. 1919. 5 1YLY. 


IMPORTS. Exports. 





Bales. Bales. Bales. 
€4,528 1,253,449 | €00 7,730 
400 11,56 — — 
4,620 61,406 605 13,974 
13,818 230,068 676 27,856 

i90* = 107,735t 165 S70 


2,046 | 


American 
Brazilian 
East Indian 
Egyptian 


Miscellaneous 

















Total ..| 83.556 1,654,164 50,430 





“Including 139 bales British West Indian. 
tIncluding 3,712 bales British West Indian, 5,318 bales 
British West African, 


+.380 bales Foreign East African. 


5,269 bales British East African. and 











CORN PRICES. 

Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushel Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 28th 
June, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven previous 


years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 





Wheat. 


lic EE ————— 


Barley. 








s. d. s. d. 

Week ended 28th June, 1919 .. 73 3 63. 4 

Corresponding week in— 
1912... ~ - i = 
1913... - Ks - 33 
1914... P os | at 
915... a ka . «649 
1916... ; ‘ el) 
1917 —.. ‘ = vei 
1918 oi F 


3 23 11 
25 21 0 
24 «6 19 @ 
35 3] 1 
49 30 16 
73 «11 aD] 
a7 410 456 4 


mm OO US Ole me le 


*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every 


bushel of oats. 





NOTICE. 





The price of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’ is 6d. (64d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. . 


The Editorial Offices are at 7, Whitehall Gardens, London, 
S.W.1. All editorial communications should be addressed 


to ‘The Editor.” 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all commum- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
iV.C.2, or branches (see Cover). 
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